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Unit II - Literature Review

2.1 - Meaning of the Literature Review & Objectives of the Literature 
Review. 

2.2 - Process of Literature Review. 

2.3 - Types of Literature Review. 

2.4 - Standard Procedures and Guideline to the Literature Review. 









What is Literature Review?

• One of the most important steps in the research

process.

• It is an account of what is already known about a

particular phenomenon.

• To convey to the readers about the work already

done & the knowledge & ideas that have been

already established on a particular topic of research.



Meaning

• A literature review surveys books, scholarly articles, and any other

sources relevant to a particular issue, area of research, or theory, and

by doing so, it provides-

• A description

• A summary

• A critical evolution of these works



Meaning

• A literature review "contains a critical analysis and the integration of

information from a number of sources, as well as a consideration of

any gaps in the literature and possibilities for future research".



Guess ?



Definition

• Literature review as an examination of the research that has been

conducted in a particular field of study.

• “the selection of available documents and the effective evaluation of

these documents in relation to the research being proposed”.



Purpose of Literature Review

➢ Attain a good knowledge of the field of inquiry - facts, scholars, etc.

➢ Methodologies common to the field

➢ Proposed research is really needed

➢ Helps to narrow a problem

➢ Generation of hypotheses, or questions for further studies



Literature Review



Characteristics of Literature Review

➢ Focused - The topic should be narrow. Only present ideas and only report on

studies that are closely related to topic.

➢ Concise - Ideas should be presented economically. Don't take any more space than

you need to present your ideas.

➢ Logical - The flow within and among paragraphs should be a smooth, logical

progression from one idea to the next

➢ Developed - Don't leave the story half told.

➢ Integrative - Your paper should stress how the ideas in the studies are related.

Focus on the big picture. Your paper should stress how all the studies reviewed

contribute to your topic.

➢ Current - Your review should focus on work being done on the cutting edge of

your topic.



Objectives of Literature Review

➢Identification of research problem and development of research questions.

➢Generation of useful research questions.

➢Orientation to what is known and not known about an area of inquiry.

➢Determination of any gaps or inconsistencies in a body of knowledge

➢Discovery of unanswered questions about subjects, concepts, or problems.

➢Determination of a need to replicate a prior study in different study settings or

different samples or sizes or different study populations.

➢Identification of relevant theoretical or conceptual framework for research

problems



Theoretical Framework Criteria Conceptual Framework

Based on established 

theory
Definition

Researcher-developed 

model

Draws from recognised 

theories
Source

Combines ideas from 

multiple sources

Explains and tests 

existing theory
Purpose

Organises concepts for a 

specific study

Fixed and theory-driven Flexibility Flexible and adaptive

Applies or extends 

known theories
Use

Integrates perspectives 

across fields



Literature Review Table



Types of Literature Review

1. Narrative literature review:

• Also referred to as traditional literature review, critiques literature and

summarizes the body of a literature.

• Selects relevant studies based on the research topic

• Organizes the literature around themes, concepts, or trends

• Explains what different authors have said

• Highlights similarities, differences, and important ideas

• Presents the review in a story-like (narrative) flow



Narrative Review



Types of Literature Review

2. Systematic literature review

• Requires more rigorous and well-defined approach compared to most
other types of literature review.

• Systematic literature review is comprehensive and details the
timeframe within which the literature was selected.

• Systematic literature review can be divided into two categories: meta-
analysis and meta-synthesis



Types of Literature Review

3. Scoping review

• Serves the purpose of identifying the existing literature on a specific

research question.

• Scoping reviews do not aim to produce a critically appraised and

synthesized result/answer to a particular question, [they] rather aim to

provide an overview or map of the evidence" (Munn et al., 2018).



Types of Literature Review

4. Integrative review

• Collects, evaluates, and synthesizes findings from different types of

studies—such as qualitative, quantitative, and conceptual research—to

develop a comprehensive understanding of a topic.

• Combines multiple types of research studies

• Focuses on synthesis, not just summary

• Identifies themes, relationships, and research gaps



Integrative Review



Types of Literature Review

Scoping → What research exists and where are the gaps?

Narrative → What is known?

Integrative → What does it all mean together?

Systematic → What is the best evidence?



Types of Literature Review

Criteria Narrative Review
Integrative 

Review

Systematic 

Review
Scoping Review

Purpose

To provide a general 

understanding and 

background of a 

topic

To synthesize 

findings from 

diverse studies and 

develop new 

insights

To answer a 

specific research 

question using a 

rigorous method

To map the breadth 

and nature of 

existing literature

Review 

Protocol
No formal protocol Semi-structured

Strict, predefined 

protocol (e.g., 

PRISMA)

Structured but less 

rigid than 

systematic

Type of 

Studies 

Included

Selected studies 

based on relevance

Qualitative, 

quantitative, and 

conceptual studies

Primarily empirical, 

high-quality studies

All types of studies 

and evidence

Search 

Strategy
Not comprehensive

Moderately 

comprehensive

Exhaustive and 

reproducible

Comprehensive but 

exploratory



Process of Literature Review



THANK YOU!
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