Introduction: The Danger of a Wrong
Doctrine

In 2012, | was in Enugu State, Nigeria, serving the mandatory national service required of
every university graduate. During the year, | joined the Nigeria Christian Corps Fellowship
(NCCF), the Christian community for the corps members, and | was appointed a regional
coordinator. (We were usually referred to as Papa, a term that is supposed to remind us that
we have a spiritual fatherly responsibility under God to look after other corps members within
the region.

Part of our role was to welcome new members, provide them with food and shelter, and
guide them both physically and spiritually. Through this, we met a young woman named Joy.
She was a committed Christian and belonged to an orthodox church in Nigeria. As we
prayed, we sensed that God wanted Joy to become my assistant's successor. We spent time
getting to know her and her faith journey. We discovered that Joy did not speak in tongues,
and she believed that because she had asked and prayed for the gift in the past without
receiving it, God must not have wanted her to have it. We quickly saw that her main obstacle
was a lack of understanding. We chose to teach her, and thankfully, she was open to
learning.

That night happened to be our monthly prayer vigil, so we invited Joy to join us. During the
meeting, we prayed for the Holy Spirit to fill everyone who was willing. Without anyone laying
hands on her or anyone else, people began to pray in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them. Joy also started to prophesy, sharing many accurate words of knowledge and
prophecy. It was a wonderful display of God’s power and grace.

After the incident, one thing became very clear to me: there are so many people out there
carrying potential prophetic and apostolic mandates who may never fully manifest what they
could become in Christ, simply because they were taught wrong. | have since met with many
people in similar situations, and in most cases, especially when they open their hearts to the
new light, they receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking in other
tongues.

Sadly, there are only so many people | will have the opportunity to encounter in my lifetime,
which is why this book becomes a necessity. That somehow, as many people who are able
to lay their hands on it can open their hearts to revisit any doctrinal beliefs that might be
hindering them from stepping into the fullness of this privilege of the spirit and call them into
the light of a new day in their spiritual walk.

It breaks my heart that for long, the Church has wrestled with one of its most misunderstood
treasures, the gift of speaking in tongues. To some, it is a mysterious and unnecessary
practice reserved for “charismatic Christians.” To others, it is a relic of the early Church that
has lost relevance in our modern faith. Yet to those who have encountered its reality,
tongues are neither strange nor optional; they are a vital expression of the believer’s
communion with God.

Speaking in tongues is not a side note in Scripture. It was present when the Church was
born in Acts 2, reaffirmed in Acts 10 when the Gentiles received the Holy Spirit, and



encouraged in Paul’s letters to the Corinthians. It is the one gift that directly edifies the
speaker, building up the inner man in a way no other spiritual discipline can. It is heaven’s
language on human lips; a supernatural dialogue between the redeemed and their
Redeemer.

Sadly, what was once a mark of power has become a subject of debate. Many believers are
taught about the Holy Spirit but never experience His fullness. And even those who are
speaking in tongues still lack understanding of what they carry. It is my hope that this book
will bridge that gap; to make a clear, biblical case for why every believer should speak
in tongues and to restore confidence in what God has freely given.

Over the next couple of chapters, | will attempt to strip away some of the misconceptions
and uncover the beauty, necessity, and transforming power of this glorious gift. We will see
how tongues strengthen our faith, unlock revelation, fuel our prayer life, and align us with the
purposes of heaven.

This is not merely a theological argument; it is a call to encounter. My desire is that as you
read, something stirs within you a hunger to know God more deeply and to experience the
Spirit without limits. The gift of tongues is not strange; it is sacred. It is not for a few; it is for
all. And as you will soon discover, it is one of the greatest gifts God has given to help us live
victorious, Spirit-filled lives in a world that desperately needs God’s power.

Chapter One: The Promise

When Jesus prepared to leave the earth, He did not leave His disciples powerless or
confused about what was to come. Instead, He made them a remarkable promise—a
promise that would forever transform how believers relate to God and express their faith in
the world. He told them to wait for “the Promise of the Father,” which He described as the
baptism of the Holy Spirit.

“And, being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, which, He said, you have heard from
Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.”

(Acts 1:4-5, NKJV)

This promise was not a New Testament invention. It had been spoken about for centuries.
The prophet Joel had declared, “And it shall come to pass afterward that | will pour out My
Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see visions” (Joel 2:28). Through the ages, the Spirit had
come upon men and women for specific tasks—prophets, kings, and judges—but never had
there been a promise that the Spirit would dwell in all who believe.

The Fulfillment at Pentecost

When the day of Pentecost arrived, the promise was fulfilled with unmistakable power. The
disciples, gathered in obedience, were united in prayer. Suddenly, the room was filled with



the sound of a rushing mighty wind, and tongues of fire appeared, resting on each one of
them.

“‘And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance.”

(Acts 2:4, NKJV)

This was not a random occurrence. It was the tangible sign of the Father’s promise being
fulfilled. The same Spirit who had hovered over the waters in Genesis 1 was now filling the
hearts of men and women. The same God who once dwelt in the temple was now making
His dwelling within human vessels. And the first sign of that indwelling was utterance.

They began to speak, not in their own language, but in languages inspired by the Spirit. The
miracle was both audible and visible. It was God’s way of declaring that a new era had
begun. Heaven and earth were now in communion through the human tongue, and the
barrier between the natural and the spiritual had been torn down.

Tongues as the Initial Evidence

Throughout the book of Acts, this pattern repeats itself. Every time believers were filled with
the Holy Spirit, there was an outward manifestation, specifically speaking in tongues.

In Acts 10, while Peter preached to Cornelius and his household, the Holy Spirit fell upon
them, and they spoke with tongues and magnified God. Peter and his companions were
astonished because the same sign they experienced at Pentecost had now come upon the
Gentiles.

“For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered, ‘Can
anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just
as we have?”

(Acts 10:46—47, NKJV)

Later, in Acts 19, when Paul met the disciples at Ephesus and laid hands on them, “the Holy
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.” The consistency of
this pattern shows that tongues were neither rare nor optional. They were the immediate
evidence of the Spirit’'s indwelling presence.

Why Tongues?

Some may ask, “Why did God choose tongues as the sign?” The answer is in the mystery of
divine communication. From the beginning, the tongue has been both a tool of creation and
a tool of destruction. Proverbs 18:21 says, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.”
James 3 reminds us that although the tongue is a small member, it can boast great things
and set the course of a person’s life.

When the Spirit fills a believer, He takes control of the most unruly part of the body-the
tongue. It is a sign of complete surrender and divine partnership. Tongues signify that God
has taken possession of our speech, aligning it with His will. It is heaven’s declaration that
this vessel is now under new management.

Paul captures this truth beautifully when he says, “If | pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but
my understanding is unfruitful” (1 Corinthians 14:14). In that moment, it is not the human



mind that leads, but the spirit, empowered by the Holy Spirit, communicating directly with
God. Tongues are a divine bypass of human limitation, allowing the believer to commune
with the infinite without interference from the intellect.

The Outpouring Was for All

Peter’s sermon at Pentecost clarified that this experience was not reserved for a few chosen
apostles. Quoting Joel, he says,

“It shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that | will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old
men shall dream dreams. And on My menservants and on My maidservants | will pour out
My Spirit in those days, and they shall prophesy.”

(Acts 2:17-18)

The Spirit was not for pastors alone, nor for prophets, apostles, or priests. It was for all
flesh-men and women, young and old, Jew and Gentile alike. God was democratizing His
presence. What had once been exclusive to a temple or a prophet’'s chamber was now
available to every believer who called upon the name of Jesus.

Peter concluded, “For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off,
as many as the Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:39). This means the promise did not end with
the early Church. It extends to every generation until the Lord returns.

The Power Behind the Promise

Before Pentecost, the disciples were timid and uncertain. Peter, who once denied Jesus
before a servant girl, became the bold preacher who confronted thousands in Jerusalem.
The same Peter who hid in fear now spoke with authority, declaring Jesus as Lord. The
transformation was unmistakable, and it came from the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus had said, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses to Me” (Acts 1:8). That power is not limited to miracles or signs alone.
It is the power to live a victorious life, to resist sin, to proclaim the gospel with courage, and
to walk in continual communion with God.

The gift of tongues plays a vital role in this empowerment. It strengthens the believer’s spirit,
enabling them to function beyond natural limitations. It tunes the heart to the frequency of
heaven and makes prayer an act of partnership with the Spirit of God.

The Promise is for Today

Some have argued that tongues ceased with the apostles, but the Word of God gives no
such indication. Paul, writing decades after Pentecost, said, “/ thank my God | speak with
tongues more than you all” (1 Corinthians 14:18). He did not treat it as outdated but as
essential to his spiritual life. He urged the Corinthian believers, “Do not forbid to speak with
tongues” (1 Corinthians 14:39), and encouraged them to “pray with the spirit and pray with
the understanding also” (1 Corinthians 14:15).

The promise of the Father did not expire with the early Church. The same Holy Spirit who
filled the upper room is still filling hearts today. The same fire that descended upon the



disciples still burns in those who believe. The evidence of that filling, which is speaking in
tongues, remains a living sign that God dwells within His people.

A Call to Receive the Promise

Every believer must come to the place of personal experience. The baptism of the Holy Spirit
is more than just a theological concept to be admired from afar; it is a reality we need to
embrace. Jesus said in Luke 11:13, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask Him?”

The Father is still willing to fill, and the Spirit is still being poured out. All He requires is a
heart that asks, believes, and receives.

As you journey through this book, remember that the promise of the Father was never meant
for a select few. It is the inheritance of every believer who names the name of Christ. The
same Spirit who filled Peter, Paul, and the early disciples longs to fill you, to give you
utterance, to empower your witness, and to draw you into a deeper communion with the
heart of God.

Speaking in tongues is not the goal in itself; it is the gateway into a life fully yielded to the
Spirit. It is the beginning of a lifelong walk in divine partnership, where heaven’s language
flows through earthly lips, and the believer becomes a vessel of supernatural grace.

The Father made a promise, and if there is one thing we know about our heavenly Father, it
is that he always keeps his promise.

Chapter Two: The Language of Heaven

When | was younger, we used to sing a song in our Sunday school that goes ‘Hallelujah is a
heavenly language, it's a heavenly language’. Growing up, | now know better; "Hallelujah" is
simply a Hebrew word meaning "praise the Lord. It is a liturgical expression derived from the
Hebrew words "hallel" (praise) and "jah" (a shortened form of Yahweh, or the Lord). It is used
in the Hebrew Bible, particularly in the Book of Psalms, and has been adopted into many
languages and religious traditions as a shout or song of joy and worship. However, if we
actually want a heavenly language, we should look into the gift of tongues.

When the Holy Spirit descended on the day of Pentecost, the most visible sign of His arrival
was not thunder or lightning, but language. Those gathered in the upper room “began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4). This divine
phenomenon was no accident. God chose the human tongue to reveal the mystery of His
indwelling presence. The same organ that once betrayed Him through Peter’s denial now
glorified Him through Peter’s preaching. The same tongue that once cursed now blessed,
the same lips that once trembled in fear now proclaimed the wonders of God in power.

Speaking in tongues is far more than an emotional outburst or a symbol of religious fervor. It
is the supernatural language of the believer’s spirit, given by the Holy Spirit, to communicate
directly with God. It is the only spiritual gift that directly bridges the human spirit to the divine
Spirit without the mediation of human intellect. To understand tongues, we must understand



what Scripture reveals about spiritual language, its function, and its purpose in the life of
every believer.

The Origin of Spiritual Language

From the beginning, language has been the tool of divine creation and communication. In
Genesis 1, God spoke the world into being. His voice carried creative power. Every time God
said, “Let there be,” existence responded. Language is not merely a human invention; it is a
divine attribute. Words are the containers of spiritual realities.

When man fell in Genesis 3, language also fell under corruption. Lies, curses, blasphemy,
and deceit began to fill human speech. The very instrument designed to align with God'’s
voice became the weapon of rebellion. By the time humanity reached Babel in Genesis 11,
language had become a monument of pride. Men said, “Let us build ourselves a city and a
tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves” (Genesis 11:4). God
responded by confusing their language, scattering them across the earth.

Centuries later, on the day of Pentecost, God reversed the confusion of Babel. Where
human tongues once divided, spiritual tongues united. At Babel, God scattered languages to
restrain man’s pride; at Pentecost, He released heavenly tongues to unite man under His
Spirit. The tongues of fire that rested on the disciples symbolized heaven reclaiming the
human voice for divine purpose.

The Nature of Tongues

Paul, writing to the Corinthians, gives one of the most comprehensive teachings on tongues
in Scripture. In 1 Corinthians 14:2, he states, “For he who speaks in a tongue does not
speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks
mysteries.” This single verse reveals the essence of tongues.

First, tongues are not addressed to men. They are directed to God. They are a form of
spirit-to-Spirit communication that bypasses the limitations of human vocabulary. Second,
when we speak in tongues, we utter mysteries. These are not meaningless sounds, but
divine secrets and spiritual truths that our minds cannot comprehend. Third, tongues are a
spiritual act. It is not the intellect that prays, but the human spirit empowered by the Holy
Spirit.

Paul continues, “If | pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful” (1
Corinthians 14:14). This distinction is critical. In natural prayer, the mind forms the words. In
tongues, the spirit gives expression through words supplied by the Holy Spirit. The speaker’s
understanding is inactive, but the spirit is alive and fully engaged.

Tongues, therefore, are not irrational; they are supra-rational. They belong to a higher order
of communication that transcends human comprehension. When a believer prays in
tongues, it is heaven speaking through human vessels, articulating divine will in syllables
unknown to the human ear but perfectly understood by God.



Tongues in the Early Church

The book of Acts is filled with examples of believers speaking in tongues as a sign of the
Spirit's presence and power. In Acts 2, the disciples spoke in tongues at Pentecost. In Acts
10, Cornelius and his household spoke in tongues when the Holy Spirit fell upon them. In
Acts 19, the believers at Ephesus spoke in tongues and prophesied when Paul laid hands on
them. In every instance, the gift of tongues accompanied the infilling of the Holy Spirit.

This consistent pattern shows that tongues were not occasional occurrences or special
privileges. They were the normative expression of the Spirit-filled life. The early Church did
not debate tongues; they demonstrated them. Speaking in tongues was not a mark of
spiritual elitism but a shared experience among believers who had received the Promise of
the Father.

Paul later addressed the proper use of tongues in public worship. In 7 Corinthians 14:5, he
said, ‘| wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied.” This statement
reveals his balance. Paul desired that every believer experience the blessing of tongues, yet
he also emphasized that intelligible prophecy edifies the congregation. However, this does
not diminish the personal value of tongues, for he later adds, “He who speaks in a tongue
edifies himself” (1 Corinthians 14:4).

The Dual Expression of Tongues

The Bible reveals two primary expressions of tongues: private devotional tongues and public
tongues for interpretation.

1. Private Devotional Tongues:

2. These are given for personal edification and communion with God. Paul said, “| thank
my God | speak with tongues more than you all” (1 Corinthians 14:18). Clearly, this
was not a public display, for he could not have spoken more than the entire church in
corporate gatherings. He referred to his private life of praying in the Spirit. Jude 20
reinforces this truth: “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.” When believers pray in tongues privately, they
strengthen their spirit, edify their inner man, and deepen intimacy with God.

3.

4.

5. Public Tongues with Interpretation:

6. These are given for the edification of the church when accompanied by interpretation.
Paul writes, “If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each
in turn, and let one interpret” (1 Corinthians 14:27). This manifestation is similar to
prophecy, for it communicates God’s message to the assembly through supernatural
utterance.

7.

8.

Both expressions serve vital purposes. Private tongues nurture the believer’s spirit, while
public tongues reveal the presence and voice of God among His people. Together, they
express the fullness of the Spirit's ministry in prayer and worship.



Speaking Mysteries with God

When Paul says that “he who speaks in a tongue speaks mysteries,” he touches a profound
truth about the nature of prayer. The Greek word for “mystery” is mysterion, meaning hidden
secrets or divine realities known only by revelation. Praying in tongues gives believers
access to God’s wisdom and will in ways beyond human reasoning.

Romans 8:26-27 expands on this idea. Likewise, the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses.
For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts
knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according
to the will of God.”

Here, the Spirit partners with our human spirit to pray accurately, even when our minds are
limited. Tongues become the language of divine alignment, enabling us to pray beyond what
we know or feel. In times of confusion, the Spirit gives utterance that is precise and powerful.
While we may not understand the words, heaven does. The Father, who searches hearts,
understands the Spirit’s intercession perfectly.

The Supernatural Nature of Tongues

The language of tongues is supernatural in origin and purpose. It does not follow the
grammatical rules or linguistic patterns of human languages, though it may sometimes
sound similar. At Pentecost, the tongues spoken were recognized by others as known
human languages because God chose to make that event a sign to unbelievers. Yet in most
cases, tongues are a spiritual language that cannot be deciphered by the human ear.

In 1 Corinthians 13:1, Paul refers to “the tongues of men and of angels,” suggesting that
tongues can encompass both earthly and heavenly expressions. Whether human or angelic,
the essence remains the same—it is speech given by the Spirit for divine communication.
This is why interpretation, not translation, is the term used in Scripture. Interpretation
conveys meaning, not exact linguistic structure, because the origin of the utterance is divine,
not human.

Tongues and Worship

Speaking in tongues is not limited to prayer; it is also an act of worship. In Acts 10:46, those
who received the Holy Spirit “spoke with tongues and magnified God.” In tongues, the
believer’s spirit praises beyond the limits of vocabulary. There are moments when the heart
is so overwhelmed with the presence of God that ordinary words cannot suffice. Tongues
take over, carrying worship into realms beyond comprehension.

Paul writes, “I will pray with the spirit, and | will also pray with the understanding; | will sing
with the spirit, and | will also sing with the understanding” (1 Corinthians 14:15). Tongues are
not meant to replace the intellect but to complement it. When we sing or pray in the Spirit,



our worship becomes fuller and more expressive. It becomes the sound of heaven
resonating through redeemed humanity.

Tongues as a Sign

In 1 Corinthians 14:22, Paul notes, “Tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to
unbelievers.” This does not mean tongues have no relevance for believers, but that they
serve as evidence of divine activity to those who do not yet know God. At Pentecost, the
diverse tongues drew the attention of unbelievers from many nations, each hearing the
disciples “speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:11). The
miraculous nature of this sign validated the message of Christ and demonstrated that the
gospel transcended cultural and linguistic boundaries.

Even today, tongues remain a sign of God's supernatural presence among His people. They
testify that Christianity is not a religion of theory but a relationship of power.

The Restoration of Spiritual Language

In many churches today, speaking in tongues has been sidelined or misunderstood. Some
treat it as optional, others dismiss it entirely. Yet Scripture never presents tongues as an
obsolete gift. Instead, it presents them as a vital part of the believer’s spiritual growth and
prayer life.

Paul’s encouragement remains timeless: “Do not forbid to speak with tongues” (71
Corinthians 14:39). The Spirit who inspired those words still desires to fill and empower
every believer. The language of heaven is still flowing, waiting to be received and released
through yielded lips.

Tongues are not a measure of superiority; they are an instrument of surrender. When we
yield our speech to the Holy Spirit, we declare that every part of us belongs to Him. Our
words, our will, and our worship come under His control. Through tongues, God reclaims
humanity's voice for His glory, making our mouths instruments of His praise.

Conclusion: The Language That Heaven Understands

The gift of tongues is heaven’s way of bringing divine communication to human vessels. It is
the restoration of what was lost at Babel, the fulfilment of the Father’s promise, and the
evidence of the Spirit's presence within. It is neither strange nor outdated. It is sacred,
powerful, and deeply personal.

Through this gift, the believer speaks mysteries, edifies the inner man, and communes
directly with God. Tongues are the language of intimacy, the voice of worship, and the sound
of victory. They lift the believer above the limitations of the natural mind and into the realm
where God'’s Spirit reigns supreme.

In the next chapter, we will explore how tongues function in the believer’s life—how they
build up the spirit, release divine revelation, and empower us to walk in the supernatural
strength of the Holy Spirit every day.



Chapter Three: Myths, Misconceptions,
and Misinterpretations

Every truth of Scripture that carries power and spiritual significance often faces distortion.
The subject of speaking in tongues is no exception. Throughout church history,
misunderstandings, fear, and even misrepresentation have clouded what should be a joyful
and liberating gift of the Spirit. The enemy knows that the believer who understands and
practices spiritual language will walk in greater intimacy with God and authority in prayer.
Therefore, he has worked tirelessly to sow confusion around this subject.

To understand why speaking in tongues remains so vital today, we must first dismantle the
myths that have hindered many from embracing it. In this chapter, we will confront these
misconceptions in the light of Scripture and restore the truth about this divine gift.

Myth 1: “Tongues are not for everyone.”

This is perhaps the most common misconception in the Church today. Many sincere
believers have been told that speaking in tongues is a “special gift’ for a select few, rather
than something every Spirit-filled believer can experience. This misunderstanding often
stems from confusing the gift of tongues for public use (which requires interpretation) with
the sign of tongues that accompanies the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12:30, “Do all speak with tongues?” Some have used this verse
to argue that tongues are not for everyone. However, the context reveals that Paul was
speaking about the spiritual gift of tongues in corporate gatherings, which operates
differently from personal prayer tongues.

In Acts, whenever people were filled with the Holy Spirit, they all spoke in tongues. The
pattern is unmistakable:

e Acts 2:4: “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

Acts 10:44—46: “The Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word... for they
heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.”

Acts 19:6: “When Paul laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they
spoke with tongues and prophesied.”



In each instance, the manifestation of tongues was not limited to one or two individuals.
Everyone who received the Spirit spoke. Peter affirmed this when he said, “The promise is to
you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call”’
(Acts 2:39). The baptism of the Holy Spirit, along with its accompanying sign of tongues, is a
universal promise, not an exclusive privilege.

Paul’s own life supports this truth. He wrote, “I thank my God | speak with tongues more than
you all” (1 Corinthians 14:18). This was not because he was an apostle, but because he
valued the personal edification it brought. The same Spirit that filled Paul fills every believer
today. Therefore, every believer can speak in tongues if they desire and yield to the Holy
Spirit.

Myth 2: “Tongues ceased with the apostles.”

This misconception claims that the gift of tongues was only necessary for the early Church
and ended after the apostolic age. The argument is often based on 1 Corinthians 13:8—10:
“Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues,
they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we
prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be
done away.”

Those who use this text to support cessationism interpret “that which is perfect” as referring
to the completion of the New Testament canon. However, Paul was not speaking about the
Bible, but about the return of Christ and the full revelation of God’s kingdom. He continues in
verse 12, “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face.” No believer today sees
God “face to face.” That experience belongs to the time when Jesus returns, and we are fully
glorified. Until then, the gifts of the Spirit, including tongues, remain necessary and active.

There is no historical or biblical evidence that tongues ever ceased. On the contrary,
testimonies of tongues have appeared throughout Christian history—in the writings of the
early Church Fathers like Irenaeus and Tertullian, in the revivals of the Reformation, and in
modern outpourings like Azusa Street in 1906. The Holy Spirit has never withdrawn His gift.
Scripture declares, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).
If He poured out the Spirit with tongues in Acts, He continues to do so today.

Myth 3: “Tongues are of the devil.”

This myth is both tragic and unfounded. Some have been told that speaking in tongues is
demonic or dangerous. Such a belief not only contradicts Scripture but also insults the very
Spirit of God who gives the utterance. Jesus Himself anticipated this accusation when He
cast out demons by the Spirit's power. The Pharisees accused Him of working by
Beelzebub, the ruler of demons. Jesus replied, “If | cast out demons by the Spirit of God,
surely the kingdom of God has come upon you” (Matthew 12:28).

He then warned them that blaspheming the Holy Spirit was a sin without forgiveness. To
attribute the works of the Holy Spirit to Satan is a grave error. In Luke 11:11-13, Jesus
offered a comforting promise to those who seek the Spirit:



“If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks
for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer
him a scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”

The Lord guarantees that when a believer asks the Father for the Holy Spirit, he will not
receive a counterfeit. God does not trick His children. Speaking in tongues is a holy
experience that comes only from the Spirit of God. It glorifies Christ, deepens prayer, and
strengthens faith. The devil cannot and does not produce that.

Myth 4: “Tongues are only human languages.”

Another misunderstanding is that the tongues spoken in Scripture were simply foreign
human languages used for evangelism. While Acts 2 records a moment when tongues were
understood by people from various nations, that event was a unique sign for unbelievers, not
a definition of all tongues.

Paul clarifies in 1 Corinthians 13:1, “Though | speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
but have not love, | have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.” This indicates that
tongues can include both earthly and heavenly languages. In 1 Corinthians 14:2, he writes,
“For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands
him.” This clearly shows that tongues are often not understood by any human listener. They
are divine utterances directed to God alone.

Human languages serve human communication. Tongues, however, are a form of spiritual
communication between the believer’s spirit and God. Even if no man understands, heaven
does. The Spirit enables the believer to speak mysteries known only to God (71 Corinthians
14:2).

Myth 5: “Tongues make you more spiritual than others.”

Some have misused the gift of tongues as a badge of superiority. This, too, is an error.
Speaking in tongues does not make one more spiritual, more mature, or more righteous. The
Corinthian church was rich in spiritual gifts, yet Paul rebuked them for their immaturity and
carnality. He wrote, “You are still carnal. For where there is envy, strife, and divisions among
you, are you not carnal?” (1 Corinthians 3:3).

Paul emphasized that the true mark of spirituality is love. “Though | speak with the tongues
of men and of angels, but have not love, | have become sounding brass or a clanging
cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13:1). Love, not tongues, is the measure of spiritual maturity.

However, this does not diminish the importance of tongues. It simply places it in balance.
Tongues are not the goal, but a means to the goal—deeper communion with God and
edification of the spirit. Every believer who speaks in tongues should do so with humility and
gratitude, not pride or comparison.

Myth 6: “You must feel something before you can speak.”



Many believers wait for a special feeling or an overwhelming emotion before yielding to
tongues. But Scripture shows that speaking in tongues is an act of faith, not of feeling. In
Acts 2, “they began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Notice
the pattern: the Spirit gave the utterance, but they spoke. The Spirit does not force anyone to
speak. He supplies the language, but the believer must yield and vocalize it.

Faith is always active. Jesus said, “These signs will follow those who believe: In My name
they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues” (Mark 16:17). The moment a
believer believes and opens their mouth in faith, the Spirit gives utterance. Waiting for a
feeling can become a hindrance. The Holy Spirit responds to faith, not emotion.

Myth 7: “Tongues are meaningless babble.”

To the natural mind, speaking in tongues may sound like gibberish. Yet Scripture affirms that
it is a deeply spiritual activity. Paul explained that “no one understands him; however, in the
spirit he speaks mysteries” (1 Corinthians 14:2). The fact that the human ear cannot interpret
it does not make it meaningless. Just as radio waves are real though invisible, tongues carry
spiritual communication beyond human perception.

Paul also reminds us that when we pray in tongues, “we give thanks well” (1 Corinthians
14:17). The utterance may not make sense to us, but it is intelligible to God. He understands
every sound and syllable because it originates from His own Spirit within us.

Correcting Misinterpretations: Paul’s Teaching to the Corinthians

Some use Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinthians 14 to argue against tongues, but a closer look
shows that Paul was correcting disorder, not discouraging the gift. The Corinthian believers
were misusing tongues in public worship without interpretation, leading to confusion among
unbelievers. Paul therefore advised, “If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the
most three, each in turn, and let one interpret” (1 Corinthians 14:27).

His solution was not to silence tongues, but to bring understanding and order. He concluded
the chapter with two clear commands: “Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy,
and do not forbid to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order” (1
Corinthians 14:39—-40).

Paul encouraged balance, not prohibition. He himself prayed in tongues constantly and
taught others to do the same. The confusion in Corinth came from misuse, not from the gift
itself. The solution to misuse is not disuse, but correct use.

The Truth That Sets Free

When myths are broken, the truth shines clearly. Speaking in tongues is a beautiful and
essential part of the believer’s walk with the Holy Spirit. It is not a strange phenomenon, nor
a mark of superiority. It is the Spirit's gift for every believer, designed to strengthen,
empower, and align us with God’s will.



Jesus promised that “these signs will follow those who believe... they will speak with new
tongues” (Mark 16:17). This promise was not limited to the apostles or to a generation long
past. It is as relevant today as it was in the upper room. The Holy Spirit has not changed,
and neither has His method of expressing His presence through His people.

Conclusion: Embracing the Truth with Faith

To embrace the truth about tongues is to step into a deeper experience of God’s Spirit. It is
to let go of tradition and fear and vyield to the same power that birthed the Church in Acts.
Myths crumble when Scripture is allowed to speak for itself.

Tongues are for every believer. They did not cease. They are not demonic. They are not
merely human languages. They are not a measure of superiority. They are not meaningless.
They are the Spirit’s voice within the believer, bringing heaven and earth into agreement.

In the next chapter, we will explore the personal benefits of speaking in tongues—how it
strengthens your inner man, fuels your prayer life, and deepens your communion with God.
The truth you now know will prepare you for the power you are about to experience.

Chapter Four: Tongues and Personal
Edification

Speaking in tongues is one of the most misunderstood and underutilized privileges of the
believer. Many Christians who have received this gift stop at the initial experience, unaware
of the vast spiritual depth it carries. Yet, the Scripture reveals that tongues are not just a sign
of being filled with the Holy Spirit but also a vital tool for building spiritual strength, intimacy,
and resilience in the believer’s life.

Paul captures this truth in a single sentence that carries profound weight:
“He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.”
(1 Corinthians 14:4, NKJV)

The word edify comes from the Greek word oikodomeo, meaning “to build up,” “to
strengthen,” or “to construct.” To edify oneself, therefore, means to be spiritually
strengthened, fortified, and built into maturity. Speaking in tongues is not a meaningless
exercise but a spiritual construction process. Every time a believer prays in tongues,
something is being built within his spirit.

The Spiritual Recharge of the Inner Man

Our spirit is the core of who we are. Proverbs 20:27 says, “The spirit of man is the lamp of
the Lord, searching all the inner depths of his heart.” The human spirit is the part of us that



connects directly to God, for “God is Spirit” (John 4:24). Yet, like a lamp, it must remain lit
and fueled. Speaking in tongues is one of the divine ways to keep the spirit alive, sharp, and
filled with divine energy.

Jude 20 reinforces this:
“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.”

This verse draws a direct connection between praying in the Spirit and spiritual
strengthening. When a believer prays in tongues, he is building his spiritual muscles. Just as
regular physical exercise develops bodily strength, consistent praying in tongues develops
spiritual stamina.

Paul understood this principle deeply. He said, “I thank my God | speak with tongues more
than you all’ (1 Corinthians 14:18). Paul was not boasting, but revealing a spiritual secret.
The strength, boldness, and insight that marked his ministry were not accidental; they flowed
from a life steeped in continual communion with the Holy Spirit through tongues.

Praying Beyond the Limitations of the Mind

Human language, though powerful, has limitations. Our vocabulary, emotions, and
understanding are often too limited to fully express what we need to communicate to God.
This is where the Holy Spirit helps us.

Paul wrote, “For if | pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful” (7
Corinthians 14:14). In natural prayer, the mind leads, but in tongues, the spirit leads. The
Holy Spirit enables the believer to communicate beyond the limits of logic and reason. This
is a divine partnership in prayer.

Romans 8:26—-27 describes it this way:

Likewise, the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is,
because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”

In other words, there are times we do not know what to pray or how to express our burdens,
but the Spirit steps in. He gives us utterance that aligns perfectly with God’s will. When you
pray in tongues, you bypass confusion and doubt. Your mind may not understand, but your
spirit is praying divine prayers with precision and purpose.

Tongues Strengthen Faith

Praying in tongues is also one of the most effective ways to strengthen faith. Faith grows by
hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17), but it is activated and sustained through
communion with the Spirit. Jude 20 connects praying in the Holy Spirit with building up one’s
most holy faith. The more you pray in tongues, the more you charge your faith to believe
God for the impossible.

Faith is spiritual energy. It requires renewal, just like a battery that must be recharged.
Tongues serve as the spiritual charger that refuels the believer’s faith capacity. When you



pray in tongues, doubt loses its grip, and boldness rises within you. You begin to sense
divine confidence and assurance that God is at work, even when circumstances appear
otherwise.

This is why Paul urged believers to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Tongues
make this possible. You may not always have the right words in your natural language, but
your spirit can continue to commune with God through tongues, keeping your faith alive and
active.

Tongues and Spiritual Refreshing

Isaiah prophesied about the refreshing nature of tongues long before the day of Pentecost.

“For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this people, to whom He said,
‘This is the rest with which You may cause the weary to rest,” and, ‘This is the refreshing’; yet
they would not hear.”

(Isaiah 28:11-12)

Paul later referenced this prophecy in 1 Corinthians 14:21, showing its fulfillment in the New
Testament practice of speaking in tongues. When a believer prays in tongues, he
experiences spiritual rest and renewal. The burdens of the soul are lifted, and the spirit finds
refreshing in the presence of God.

This refreshing is not emotional alone; it is deeply spiritual. Many believers testify that after
long hours of praying in tongues, anxiety fades, confusion clears, and peace floods the
heart. This is because praying in the Spirit recalibrates your inner being, aligning it with the
peace of God that surpasses understanding (Philippians 4:7).

Tongues and Spiritual lllumination

When you pray in tongues, your spirit becomes more sensitive to divine revelation. Since
tongues involve direct communication between your spirit and God, they open the channel of
spiritual understanding. Paul wrote, “However, we speak wisdom among those who are
mature, yet not the wisdom of this age... but we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery” (1
Corinthians 2:6-7).

The word “mystery” connects again to tongues, as in 1 Corinthians 14:2, where he says, “He
who speaks in a tongue speaks mysteries to God.” These mysteries are divine truths hidden
from the natural mind but accessible through the Spirit.

As you pray in tongues, you begin to receive inspiration, insight, and understanding that your
natural mind could not produce. Many believers can testify to receiving solutions, divine
ideas, or directions after extended times of praying in tongues. The Holy Spirit, who
searches all things—even the deep things of God (1 Corinthians 2:10)—reveals them to your
spirit through prayer.

Tongues and Spiritual Boldness



Praying in tongues not only strengthens your faith but also imparts boldness to live and
witness for Christ. After the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, their first
notable change was an increase in courage. The same Peter who once denied Jesus now
stood before thousands to declare Him as Lord.

Later, in Acts 4:31, the believers faced persecution. Instead of retreating, they gathered to
pray. Scripture says, “And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of
God with boldness.” The infilling of the Spirit brings courage, and praying in tongues is one
of the ways that infilling is sustained.

When you pray in tongues, you are charged with spiritual confidence. Fear loses its power,
and you become bold to obey God, speak truth, and face opposition with faith. Tongues
fortify the inner man with courage that is not of human origin but divine empowerment.

Tongues and Emotional Healing

One of the least discussed yet profound benefits of speaking in tongues is emotional
healing. When the soul is overwhelmed by grief, disappointment, or confusion, words often
fail. At such times, praying in tongues becomes a divine therapy for the wounded heart.

Romans 8:26 refers to “groanings which cannot be uttered.” These are deep spiritual
expressions that go beyond articulate speech. When you pray in tongues during seasons of
emotional pain, the Holy Spirit intercedes through you, bringing comfort and restoration.

In Psalm 34:18, it is written, “The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves
such as have a contrite spirit.” Praying in tongues draws you into that nearness. The Spirit
ministers peace and healing directly to the broken areas of your soul. It is one of the most
intimate and restorative ways to experience God’s love.

Tongues and Spiritual Sensitivity

The more you pray in tongues, the more attuned you become to the voice of the Holy Spirit.
Tongues sharpen your discernment. Since your spirit is continually communicating with God,
your spiritual ears are trained to recognize His promptings.

Paul wrote, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God” (Romans
8:14). The leading of the Spirit is not always dramatic; it often comes as gentle impressions,
inner witnesses, and divine nudges. Praying in tongues tunes your heart to perceive those
gentle whispers.

This sensitivity is crucial for guidance in life’'s decisions. Before making significant
choices—whether in ministry, family, or career—spend quality time praying in tongues. You
will find your thoughts aligning with divine wisdom, and your heart will be steady with peace.

Tongues and the Strength to Resist Temptation



Tongues also play a vital role in sanctification and victory over temptation. Jesus taught His
disciples, “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). Praying in tongues strengthens the spirit so it can subdue
the flesh's impulses.

When you pray in tongues regularly, you become more conscious of the Holy Spirit's
presence within you. That awareness produces holiness and conviction. Sin loses its
attraction, and the desire for righteousness increases. The Spirit empowers you to live above
the limitations of the flesh.

Galatians 5:16 declares, “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”
Praying in tongues is one of the most practical ways to walk in the Spirit. It keeps your inner
man vibrant and alert, enabling you to overcome temptation through divine strength rather
than willpower.

Tongues and Divine Alignment

Praying in tongues aligns you with the will of God. While natural prayer may sometimes drift
into self-centered desires, tongues keep you praying in perfect harmony with divine purpose.
As Romans 8:27 says, “He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is,
because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”

When you pray in tongues, you are not praying random words. You are declaring the will of
God over your life, your family, and your circumstances. This is why many believers notice
divine coincidences after seasons of intense praying in tongues. It is not a coincidence; it is
divine orchestration. Your spirit, in union with the Holy Spirit, has prayed things into
existence that your mind could not foresee.

Conclusion: The Gift That Builds You Up

Speaking in tongues is not a mere expression of spirituality. It is a divine lifeline, a spiritual
discipline that builds, renews, and empowers the believer from within. It brings rest to the
weary, strength to the weak, and boldness to the timid. It is both a shield and a sanctuary for
the believer’s spirit.

Each time you pray in tongues, you are strengthening your inner foundation, charging your
faith, refreshing your soul, and aligning your heart with heaven. The more you practice it, the
more radiant and resilient your spiritual life becomes.

Paul understood this power, which is why he said, “I will pray with the spirit, and | will also
pray with the understanding” (1 Corinthians 14:15). The choice is deliberate. You can decide
to engage this heavenly language daily.

In the chapters ahead, we will explore how tongues not only edify you personally but also
release divine revelation and power for ministry. For now, remember this truth: every moment
spent praying in tongues is a moment spent building the inner temple of God within you.



Chapter Five: Tongues and Revelation

Every believer who prays in tongues steps into a dimension of divine communication that
transcends human reasoning. It is not merely an act of speaking to God in an unknown
language but a spiritual exchange in which heaven downloads wisdom, insight, and direction
into the believer’s heart. Speaking in tongues is not only for personal edification but also for
the unveiling of mysteries. Through tongues, the believer gains access to revelatory
knowledge that cannot be acquired through intellect or study alone.

Paul captured this truth when he said, “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to
men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries” (1
Corinthians 14:2). The word mysteries here is translated from the Greek word mysterion,
meaning “hidden secrets” or “divine truths concealed from the natural mind.” Tongues,
therefore, are a spiritual gateway into the deep things of God.

The Holy Spirit, the Source of Revelation

To understand how tongues connect to revelation, we must first understand the role of the
Holy Spirit in revealing truth. Jesus described the Spirit as the ultimate teacher and guide
into all truth.

“‘However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will
not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you
things to come.”

(John 16:13)

The Holy Spirit is heaven’s communicator. He takes what is hidden in the mind of God and
transmits it into the spirit of the believer. This divine transaction takes place in the realm of
the spirit, not the intellect. Praying in tongues activates this process because it puts the
believer’s spirit in direct communion with the Spirit of God.

Paul explained this process beautifully in 1 Corinthians 2:10-12:

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes,
the deep things of God. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man
which is in him? Even so, no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know
the things that have been freely given to us by God.”

When you pray in tongues, you are not merely uttering sounds; your spirit is engaging the
very depths of God. The Spirit searches the hidden treasures of divine wisdom and makes
them known to your heart.

Speaking Mysteries and Receiving Insight



The language of tongues is the language of divine mysteries. Every mystery you speak in
tongues is a spiritual seed that can produce revelation when interpreted or illuminated by the
Holy Spirit.

Paul testified to this dynamic when he said, “I will pray with the spirit, and | will also pray with
the understanding; | will sing with the spirit, and | will also sing with the understanding” (1
Corinthians 14:15). Notice the sequence—first the spirit prays, then understanding follows.
In other words, praying in tongues often precedes revelation. You may not understand while
praying, but understanding is given later as the Spirit brings light to your mind.

Many believers experience this when, after praying in tongues, an idea, Scripture, or inner
knowing suddenly comes alive within them. That illumination is the Spirit interpreting the
mysteries you have been speaking. Tongues open the channel; revelation flows through it.

Tongues as a Gateway to Prophetic Revelation

In Numbers 11:29, Moses expressed God’s heart when he said, “Oh, that all the Lord’s
people were prophets and that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!” This longing was
fulfilled in the New Covenant when the Spirit was poured out upon all believers. Through the
indwelling Spirit, every believer now has access to prophetic insight.

Joel's prophecy confirms this:

“And it shall come to pass afterward that | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visions.”

(Joel 2:28)

Tongues serve as the gateway to this prophetic flow. In Acts 19:6, when Paul laid hands on
the disciples at Ephesus, “the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and
prophesied.” The sequence is important. Tongues preceded prophecy because tongues
release the believer into the flow of spiritual utterance. The more a believer prays in tongues,
the more attuned he becomes to the prophetic voice of the Spirit.

Prophecy is not limited to foretelling future events; it is the inspired declaration of divine
truth. Tongues prepare the heart to receive that truth by fine-tuning the spirit's sensitivity.
When your spirit is charged through tongues, you become more capable of perceiving what
God is saying in a moment.

The Spirit’s Partnership in Revelation
Romans 8:26-27 explains the partnership between the believer and the Holy Spirit in prayer:

Likewise, the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is
because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”

In this passage, the Spirit not only assists in prayer but also ensures that the believer prays
according to God’s will. This alignment naturally leads to revelation. When you pray in



tongues, the Spirit prays through you with divine accuracy. As a result, your heart becomes
synchronized with God’s purposes, and revelation begins to unfold in your understanding.

This is why many believers report receiving divine instructions, warnings, or confirmations
during or after praying in tongues. The Spirit who prays through you is the same Spirit who
reveals truth to you.

Tongues and the Interpretation of Mysteries

Some believers wonder how they can understand what they are saying when praying in
tongues. The answer lies in the gift of interpretation of tongues. Paul wrote, “Therefore let
him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret” (1 Corinthians 14:13). Interpretation
does not mean translation word for word; it means spiritual understanding of what has been
prayed.

There are times when, after praying in tongues, the Spirit gives you an interpretation in the
form of thoughts, impressions, or Scriptures that provide meaning to your prayer. This
interpretation may not always come immediately. Sometimes it surfaces later in the form of
wisdom, direction, or revelation insight.

For example, Daniel received a revelation after extended times of prayer and fasting.
Though he did not pray in tongues, the principle of spiritual persistence applies. The angel
told him, “From the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself
before your God, your words were heard” (Daniel 10:12). Similarly, when you pray in
tongues and seek interpretation, the Holy Spirit responds by unveiling understanding at the
appointed time.

Revelation Knowledge vs. Intellectual Knowledge

There is a vast difference between revelation knowledge and intellectual knowledge.
Intellectual knowledge comes through study, reason, and sensory experience. Revelation
knowledge, however, comes from the Spirit of God illuminating truth directly to the human
spirit.

Jesus illustrated this difference in Matthew 16:15-17. When He asked His disciples, “Who
do you say that | am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus responded, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”

Peter’s understanding did not come from observation or reasoning. It came from revelation.
This kind of insight is what praying in tongues cultivates. It trains your spirit to receive from
the Father without interference from human intellect.

Paul wrote in Ephesians 1:17—18, praying that “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the
eyes of your understanding being enlightened.” This enlightenment does not happen through
study alone but through spiritual illumination. Tongues activate this process by keeping your
spirit in constant communion with the Spirit of wisdom.



Revelation in Decision-Making

One of the most practical benefits of tongues is clarity in decision-making. Life often
presents choices that cannot be navigated by logic alone. The believer who prays in tongues
learns to depend on inner revelation rather than external reasoning.

Proverbs 20:5 says, “Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water, but a man of
understanding will draw it out.” The Holy Spirit resides within, and His counsel is like a deep
well. Praying in tongues draws from that well. The more you pray, the clearer the water
becomes.

Many believers can testify that after seasons of praying in tongues, confusion gives way to
clarity. Direction comes, not always through an audible voice, but through inner peace,
conviction, and assurance. Paul described this peace as a guiding force, saying, “Let the
peace of God rule in your hearts” (Colossians 3:15). The Greek word for “rule” means “to act
as an umpire.” Peace becomes the indicator that you are walking in divine revelation.

Revelation in the Word

Praying in tongues also enhances understanding of Scripture. The Word of God is spiritually
discerned. Without the illumination of the Holy Spirit, it remains a closed book to the carnal
mind. Paul wrote, “The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they
are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (7
Corinthians 2:14).

When you spend time praying in tongues before studying the Word, you prepare your heart
to receive revelation. The Spirit who inspired the Scriptures is the same Spirit who interprets
them. Jesus told His disciples, “The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that | said to
you” (John 14:26).

Tongues sensitize your heart to hear the Spirit's voice as you read. Passages that once
seemed ordinary suddenly come alive. You begin to see Christ in every page, and the Word
becomes a living conversation rather than a mere text.

Tongues and Divine Secrets for Destiny

God has a purpose for every life, but many believers struggle to discern it. Tongues are a
key to unlocking divine secrets concerning one’s destiny. As you pray in tongues, you align
your spirit with God’s blueprint for your life.

Paul wrote that God “works all things according to the counsel of His will” (Ephesians 1:11).
When you pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit helps you pray that counsel into manifestation.
You may not know the details, but your spirit is declaring the plan of God concerning your
future. Over time, doors open, ideas come, and divine connections appear.

Isaiah 48:17 says, “| am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads you by the
way you should go.” The Lord delights in guiding His children. Praying in tongues gives Him
a channel to do so effectively, because your mind is quiet, and your spirit is active.



Praying in Tongues and Receiving Visions and Dreams

Another way revelation manifests is through visions and dreams. Acts 2:17 declares, “Your
young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams.” Visions and dreams are
part of the Spirit's communication system, and praying in tongues often precedes these
experiences.

Tongues sharpen the spiritual senses, making the believer more receptive to divine
impressions. Many have received divine warnings, inventions, or instructions through
dreams birthed in the place of prayer. God still speaks in visions, and tongues prepare the
heart to hear.

Daniel, though living under the Old Covenant, had his “understanding of the vision” opened
through persistent prayer (Daniel 10:1-14). How much more will the Holy Spirit reveal to the
New Testament believer who prays in the Spirit?

The Fruit of Revelation: Wisdom and Discernment

True revelation always produces wisdom and discernment. Wisdom is the practical
application of revealed truth. When you pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit not only reveals but
also empowers you to act wisely.

James 1:5 assures us, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” One of the most effective ways to
ask for wisdom is by praying in tongues. The Spirit prays beyond what your words can
express and draws wisdom directly from the mind of God.

Discernment also grows in this atmosphere. You begin to recognize what is of God and what
is not. Hebrews 5:14 says, “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” Praying in
tongues exercises your spiritual senses until you can discern truth instinctively.

Conclusion: The Spirit of Revelation Lives Within You

The revelation that comes through praying in tongues is not limited to preachers or prophets.
It belongs to every believer filled with the Holy Spirit. Through tongues, you gain access to
divine wisdom, hidden mysteries, and insights that shape your destiny.

Speaking in tongues opens the believer's heart to the voice of the Spirit, the counsel of
heaven, and the mysteries of God. It transforms ordinary prayer into divine conversation,
where God not only hears but also speaks.

As you cultivate the habit of praying in tongues, expect revelation to flow more freely. Expect
the Word to come alive, direction to become clear, and wisdom to guide your steps.
Remember, “The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and He will show them His
covenant” (Psalm 25:14).



In the next chapter, we will explore how this divine language not only builds and reveals but
also empowers—the connection between tongues and supernatural power, and how praying
in the Spirit equips believers to live victoriously and minister effectively in the power of God.

Chapter Six: Tongues and Power

Every genuine move of God in Scripture and history has been marked by a release of power.
From the creation of the world, when “the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters” (Genesis 1:2), to the early Church in the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit has always
been the source of divine energy, authority, and transformation. When Jesus promised the
Holy Spirit, He did not describe Him as a feeling or an influence, but as power.

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

(Acts 1:8, NKJV)

This power was not a philosophical concept. It was a tangible force that turned ordinary men
into bold witnesses, fearful disciples into fearless apostles, and fishermen into fire-filled
preachers. The release of this power was marked by one unmistakable sign—their mouths
were filled with tongues. The connection between tongues and power is neither accidental
nor symbolic. Speaking in tongues is a vital channel through which the believer accesses,
activates, and sustains the power of the Holy Spirit in daily life.

The Link Between the Spirit and Power

Power in the New Testament is translated from the Greek word dunamis, meaning “inherent
ability,” “miraculous strength,” or “explosive force.” This word is used repeatedly to describe
the supernatural ability that the Holy Spirit imparts to believers.

When Jesus ministered on earth, He operated in this same dunamis. Acts 10:38 declares,
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” Even though
Jesus was the Son of God, He did not minister in human strength but through the
empowerment of the Spirit.

After His resurrection, He instructed the disciples not to begin their ministry until they had
received the same power: “Behold, | send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in
the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). The word
endued means “clothed” or “immersed.” On the day of Pentecost, that promise was fulfilled,
and tongues were the outward sign that the believers had been clothed with divine power.

The Release of Power at Pentecost

Acts 2 records the dramatic scene:



“‘When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the
whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of
fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

(Acts 2:1-4)

The moment they were filled, they spoke. The Spirit gave the utterance, but the disciples
released it through their tongues. That simple act of obedience unleashed divine power that
shook Jerusalem. Three thousand people were saved in one day. Fear vanished, boldness
erupted, and miracles followed.

This pattern continues throughout the book of Acts. Wherever believers were filled with the
Spirit, they spoke in tongues, and power followed. In Acts 10:44—-46, while Peter was still
preaching to Cornelius’ household, “the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word...
for they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.” Immediately after, they were
baptized, and the same power that transformed the Jewish believers now flowed through the
Gentiles.

The connection is consistent: the infilling of the Spirit, the speaking in tongues, and the
manifestation of power always go hand in hand.

Tongues: The Key to Sustaining Spiritual Power

Many believers have received the Holy Spirit but live powerless lives because they have not
learned to continually stir up the gift within them. Paul urged Timothy, “Therefore | remind
you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands” (2 Timothy
1:6). The Greek word translated “stir up” means “to rekindle” or “to fan into flame.” Fire that
is not fed will fade, and power that is not exercised will weaken.

Praying in tongues is one of the primary ways to keep the fire of the Spirit burning brightly. It
stirs your inner man, recharges your spirit, and keeps you spiritually alert. This is why Paul
also wrote, “Do not quench the Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 5:19). To quench the Spirit is to
suppress His activity. When you pray in tongues regularly, you are yielding to the Spirit and
keeping His fire alive within you.

Tongues are the believer’s spiritual ignition. They awaken the divine energy resident within
and keep it flowing freely. Just as a car battery must be charged to release power, the
believer must continually pray in tongues to maintain spiritual potency.

Power in Prayer and Intercession

Praying in tongues is not just for personal edification; it is a weapon of power in intercession.
When you pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit prays through you for situations beyond your
understanding. Romans 8:26-27 explains this perfectly:

Likewise, the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which



cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is,
because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”

This kind of prayer carries divine authority because it is birthed from the Spirit's will, not the
human mind. It releases the power of heaven into earthly situations. Many believers have
witnessed breakthroughs, miracles, and divine interventions after spending time praying in
tongues over difficult matters.

When you pray in tongues, you allow the Holy Spirit to take the lead in prayer. You move
from a limited understanding into the realm of divine strategy. This is what James 5:16
describes when it says, “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”
Praying in tongues makes prayer effective because it engages the Spirit, who knows exactly
what to pray and how to pray it.

Tongues and Boldness for Witnessing

One of the first manifestations of power after the outpouring of the Spirit was boldness in
witnessing. Before Pentecost, Peter denied Jesus before a servant girl. After Pentecost, he
stood before thousands and preached with such conviction that multitudes repented. The
difference was the power of the Holy Spirit working through him.

Acts 4:31 records another instance: “And when they had prayed, the place where they were
assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke
the word of God with boldness.” Tongues and prayer released divine courage and strength.
The same Spirit that filled them filled their words with life and authority.

The believer who regularly prays in tongues carries this same boldness. Fear loses its grip,
timidity fades, and confidence in the gospel grows. The Holy Spirit energizes your witness so
that your words pierce hearts and carry conviction. The book of Acts shows that the
Spirit-filled believer is not just a talker but a vessel of demonstration. Paul said, “My speech
and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of
the Spirit and of power” (1 Corinthians 2:4).

The secret of that demonstration is in living full of the Spirit, and tongues keep you full.

Tongues and Authority in Spiritual Warfare

Every believer is called into spiritual warfare, not as a victim but as a victor. Ephesians 6:12
reminds us, “We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age.” The battle is spiritual, and therefore,
the weapons must be spiritual.

Paul later instructs believers to “take up the whole armor of God” (Ephesians 6:13), ending
his list with this crucial instruction: “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit” (Ephesians 6:18). This refers directly to praying in tongues. It is the final piece of
armor that activates all the others. Without prayer in the Spirit, the armor remains inactive.

When you pray in tongues, you engage heaven’s power against spiritual forces. Tongues are
not random utterances; they are spiritual artillery. The Spirit Himself directs the warfare.



While you may not know what you are saying, the Holy Spirit releases precise spiritual
commands that dismantle the works of darkness.

In 2 Corinthians 10:4, Paul writes, “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in
God for pulling down strongholds.” Praying in tongues is one of those mighty weapons. It
bypasses human reasoning and strikes directly at the root of spiritual resistance.

Tongues and Power in Ministry

Every believer is called to serve God, whether in preaching, teaching, healing, or acts of
compassion. Ministry is not sustained by skill or charisma but by the power of the Spirit.
Jesus Himself said, “The words that | speak to you are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63).

Before launching His public ministry, Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit. Luke 4:1 states,
“Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness.” After forty days of prayer and fasting, He returned “in the power of
the Spirit” (Luke 4:14), and miracles began to flow.

The same principle applies to us. If Jesus needed the Spirit's power to minister, how much
more do we? Speaking in tongues keeps that power flowing. It recharges your spiritual
atmosphere, sharpens discernment, and fills your words with life. It transforms ministry from
routine to supernatural.

Paul advised Timothy, “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:1). Grace
here includes divine enablement. Praying in tongues draws from that grace continually. It
makes your service effective because it is empowered, not performed.

Tongues and the Power to Overcome Weakness

The Holy Spirit not only empowers for ministry but also strengthens the believer in personal
struggles. Romans 8:26 says, “The Spirit helps in our weaknesses.” The word “helps” in
Greek, sunantilambanomai, means “to take hold together with.” When you pray in tongues,
the Holy Spirit joins you in your weakness, lifting you into strength.

This is why those who pray in tongues consistently often walk in greater victory over sin,
fear, and discouragement. They are drawing from a power source greater than themselves.
Isaiah 40:29 declares, “He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He
increases strength.” That power flows freely when you engage your spirit in tongues.

The power of the Spirit is not limited to the miraculous; it also manifests in endurance,
patience, and spiritual consistency. When Paul faced persecution, he could endure because
he was empowered from within. He wrote, “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). That inner strength is cultivated through communion with
the Spirit, especially in prayer.

Tongues and Power for Transformation



The ultimate purpose of spiritual power is transformation—first within us, then through us.
The Spirit who empowers us also sanctifies us. As we pray in tongues, we yield to His
refining fire. The more we pray, the more we are conformed to the image of Christ.

Paul described this process in 2 Corinthians 3:18: “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” The Spirit changes us inwardly so that the glory of
God can shine outwardly.

Tongues accelerate this transformation by keeping the believer in constant fellowship with
the Holy Spirit. They help us live above the flesh and walk in the reality of the new creation.
When you pray in tongues, you are not just exercising a gift; you are yielding to a process
that shapes you into a vessel of power and purity.

The Power of Consistent Communion

Spiritual power is not sustained by occasional experiences but by consistent fellowship. Acts
4:13 says that the rulers “marveled” at Peter and John, realizing “they had been with Jesus.”
The same can be said of those who spend time praying in tongues. The evidence of
communion with the Spirit becomes visible through a life of power, love, and wisdom.

Praying in tongues daily cultivates that communion. It keeps the believer aware of God’s
presence and sensitive to His promptings. This is the secret of walking in sustained power.
The more you commune with the Spirit, the more you radiate His strength.

Conclusion: The Spirit of Power Lives in You

The believer is not powerless. The same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in us
(Romans 8:11). Tongues are one of the most practical ways to activate and release that
resurrection power. They charge the spirit, strengthen faith, stir boldness, and equip for
victory.

Every time you pray in tongues, you are drawing power from the indwelling Spirit. You are
activating the authority of heaven on earth. You are releasing divine energy into your life,
your family, and your ministry.

Jesus promised, “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” That
promise is still alive today. The Spirit has come, and the power is within you. All that remains
is for you to yield your tongue, lift your voice, and let the power flow.

In the next chapter, we will explore how to receive this gift if you have not yet spoken in
tongues, and how to develop fluency in the Spirit so that your prayer life becomes a
continual source of strength, revelation, and supernatural victory.



Chapter Seven: Receiving the Gift

The gift of speaking in tongues is not reserved for a select few; it is the inheritance of every
believer who has received Jesus Christ and desires to walk in the fullness of the Holy Spirit.
Yet many Christians hesitate to receive this gift, often because of fear, doubt, or
misunderstanding. Some are taught that tongues are unnecessary, while others believe they
are not “spiritual enough” to receive. These barriers are not from God. The same promise
that was fulfilled at Pentecost is available today for every child of God who asks in faith.

In this chapter, we will explore how to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, how to
overcome hindrances that keep believers from speaking in tongues, and how to walk boldly
in the experience of Spirit-filled living.

The Promise Belongs to Every Believer

Before ascending to heaven, Jesus told His disciples, “Behold, | send the Promise of My
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on
high” (Luke 24:49). The promise He referred to was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. On the
day of Pentecost, that promise was fulfilled, and the disciples were filled with the Spirit,
speaking in tongues as evidence of the infilling (Acts 2:4).

When the amazed crowd gathered, Peter stood up and explained what had happened. He
said, “This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘And it shall come to pass in the last
days, says God, that | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh™ (Acts 2:16—17). Then he declared,
“For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the

Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:39).

This statement removes every doubt about eligibility. The baptism of the Holy Spirit, with the
evidence of speaking in tongues, is not for apostles only, nor for a chosen generation of
believers. It is for all who believe and are called by God. If you are in Christ, you are included
in this promise.

The Purpose of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

It is important to understand that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is not merely an emotional
experience. It is a divine empowerment for living and witnessing. Jesus told His followers,
“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”
(Acts 1:8).

The power of the Spirit enables believers to live victoriously over sin, to serve effectively in
ministry, and to pray beyond human limitation. Tongues are the initial sign of that infilling, but
the purpose goes far beyond the experience itself. It is to equip the believer to walk in power,
love, and boldness.

When you receive the Holy Spirit, you receive a Helper who comes to dwell within you.
Jesus said, “And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may
abide with you forever” (John 14:16). This Helper does not come temporarily. He comes to



make His home in your heart, to guide you into truth, strengthen you in weakness, and
empower you for every good work.

How to Receive the Holy Spirit and Speak in Tongues

Receiving the Holy Spirit is not a complicated process. It is as simple and natural as
receiving salvation. Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” John
added, “But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive”
(John 7:37-39).

There are three simple steps to receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the gift of
tongues:

1. Believe the Promise

Faith is the foundation for receiving any gift from God. Hebrews 11:6 says, “Without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” You must first believe that the gift of the Holy
Spirit is for you. Jesus promised it. Peter confirmed it. The early Church demonstrated it.
God’s Word has not changed.

2. Ask the Father in Faith
Jesus gave a powerful assurance in Luke 11:9—13:

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you...
If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

The Holy Spirit is not given to the reluctant but to the expectant. The Father delights in filling
His children with His Spirit. All you need to do is ask sincerely, with a heart open to receive.

3. Receive by Faith and Speak

On the day of Pentecost, “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4). The Holy Spirit does not speak
for you. He provides the utterance, but you must yield your voice and speak. This is an act of
faith.

Just as Peter stepped out of the boat by faith before he walked on water, you must open
your mouth and speak the words or sounds that the Spirit gives. They may sound strange at
first, but remember that you are speaking mysteries to God (1 Corinthians 14:2). The Spirit
gives the utterance; you provide the willingness.

Removing Common Hindrances

Many believers struggle to receive the gift of tongues because of misconceptions or inner
resistance. Understanding and addressing these barriers is key to receiving freely.

1. Fear of Receiving Something False



Some fear that if they open up to tongues, they might receive something demonic. Jesus
directly addressed this concern in Luke 11:11-13:

“If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks
for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?... how much more will your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”

God is a loving Father who gives only good gifts. When you ask Him for the Holy Spirit, you
can be confident that you are receiving from Him and not from any evil source.

2. Doubt and Overthinking

Many believers wait for a supernatural “force” to make them speak, but the Spirit does not
force. He inspires. You must cooperate with Him. Paul explained, “The spirits of the prophets
are subject to the prophets” (1 Corinthians 14:32). The Spirit works through your will, not
against it. Open your mouth in faith, and the words will flow.

3. Unbelief in the Gift Itself

Some do not speak in tongues because they have been wrongly taught that the gift is
unnecessary or has ceased. Yet Scripture shows otherwise. Paul wrote, “I thank my God |
speak with tongues more than you all” (1 Corinthians 14:18) and urged believers, “Do not
forbid to speak with tongues” (1 Corinthians 14:39). God’s Word never retracted the gift.

4. Pride or Fear of Looking Foolish

Tongues bypass the intellect and often humble the pride of human reasoning. It is a
language of the spirit, not of logic. Paul said, “If | pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my
understanding is unfruitful” (7 Corinthians 14:14). Yielding to the Spirit requires humility.
Those who let go of self-consciousness find freedom in His presence.

The Role of Laying on of Hands

In several instances in the book of Acts, believers received the Holy Spirit through the laying
on of hands. In Acts 8:17, Peter and John “laid hands on them, and they received the Holy
Spirit.” In Acts 19:6, “When Paul laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
they spoke with tongues and prophesied.”

Laying on of hands is a biblical practice through which impartation takes place. It does not
mean that the minister gives the Spirit, for only God does that, but it creates an atmosphere
of faith and agreement. Whether hands are laid on you or not, the key is faith. Cornelius and
his household received the Holy Spirit while Peter was still preaching, before anyone laid
hands on them (Acts 10:44—46).

Receiving in Worship and Surrender

The Holy Spirit often moves most powerfully when the heart is focused on worship, not
striving. In Acts 10, Cornelius and his family were not begging or forcing an experience; they
were listening to the Word in reverence and expectation. Their hearts were open, and as
Peter spoke, the Spirit fell upon them.



Tongues flow naturally in an atmosphere of surrender and worship. Lift your heart in praise,
focus on Jesus, and let your words of thanksgiving flow freely. The Spirit will take over from
there. Remember that the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus. When your heart is centered on Christ,
the river of the Spirit flows unhindered (John 16:14).

Faith Must Act

Faith is never passive. James wrote, “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:26). In the
same way, believing that you have received the Holy Spirit must be followed by action.
Speak by faith. Yield your tongue. Begin to utter the syllables the Spirit gives. It may sound
like a whisper at first, but as you continue, the flow will increase.

Mark 16:17 records Jesus’ words: “These signs will follow those who believe: In My name
they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues.” Notice that He said those who
believe will speak. It is not the believing elite, but all who believe. The act of speaking is the
release of faith.

Examples of Receiving in Scripture

Let us observe several biblical examples of how believers received the Holy Spirit and spoke
in tongues:

-_—

The Disciples at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4): They waited in prayer and unity. When
the Spirit came, they spoke as He gave utterance.

2.

3.

4. The Samaritans (Acts 8:14-17): They had received the Word, but Peter and John
laid hands on them, and they received the Spirit.

5.

6.

7. Cornelius and His Household (Acts 10:44-46): They received while hearing the
Word. Faith came by hearing, and the Spirit fell upon them.

8.

9

10. The Disciples at Ephesus (Acts 19:1-6): Paul laid hands on them, they were filled
with the Spirit, and spoke in tongues.

11.

12.

The common thread in all these instances is that every group received and spoke. Not one
was denied. God’s pattern has not changed.

After Receiving: Continue to Practice



After you have received the gift of tongues, use it daily. It is not a one-time event but a
lifestyle of communion with the Spirit. Paul wrote, “l will pray with the spirit, and | will also
pray with the understanding” (7 Corinthians 14:15). Make praying in tongues a regular part of
your prayer life.

You can pray in tongues while worshiping, meditating on Scripture, or going about your day.
The more you pray, the more fluent and confident you will become. Remember that this
language is spiritual, not mental. It flows from your spirit, not your brain.

When you pray in tongues regularly, your sensitivity to the Holy Spirit grows stronger. You
become more aware of His presence, more discerning of His guidance, and more
empowered to live a victorious Christian life.

Renewing the Mind and Building Confidence

As you grow in this experience, the enemy will often try to sow doubt. He may whisper, “You
made that up,” or “That is not real.” This is where the Word becomes your anchor. The
Scripture declares that “the Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God” (Romans 8:16). The same Spirit who fills you with tongues assures you of your
sonship.

Renew your mind with God’s promises. Confess the truth: | am filled with the Holy Spirit. |
speak in tongues by faith. The Spirit of God lives in me. Your confidence will increase as you
focus on God’s Word rather than feelings.

A Call to Expectation and Hunger

The Holy Spirit fills those who are hungry. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). Hunger attracts the presence
of God. When your desire for the fullness of the Spirit becomes stronger than your fear or
doubt, receiving becomes easy.

God does not withhold His Spirit from the sincere. The only requirement is a heart that
believes and asks. Do not wait for a perfect environment or a special atmosphere. Wherever
you are, the Holy Spirit is ready to fill you.

Conclusion: The Promise Is Yours

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the Father’s gift to empower His children. Speaking in
tongues is the evidence of that infilling and the doorway into a deeper life of communion and
power. It is not something to be earned; it is to be received.

If you have not yet received, ask today. Lift your hands, open your heart, and receive by
faith. Expect the Holy Spirit to fill you and give you utterance. When he does, begin to speak.
Do not be afraid of how it sounds. Remember, you are not speaking to men but to God (71
Corinthians 14:2).



If you have already received it, continue to use the gift daily. Stir it up like a fire that must not
go out. Through tongues, you will walk in greater intimacy with God, revelation of His will,
and power for victorious living.

In the next chapter, we will explore how to develop fluency in the Spirit—how to grow from
occasional utterance to continual flow, and how to build a consistent life of prayer that keeps
you strong, vibrant, and full of the Holy Spirit.

Chapter Eight: Developing Fluency in the
Spirit

Receiving the gift of tongues is a doorway, not a destination. Many believers experience the
initial infilling of the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues once or occasionally, but very few go on
to develop fluency and consistency in this divine language. Just as a child learns to speak
more clearly the more he practices, spiritual fluency grows through intentional use and
communion with the Holy Spirit. The gift of tongues is meant to become a living part of the
believer’s prayer life, not an occasional experience during moments of emotional worship.

In this chapter, we will explore how to grow in spiritual fluency, cultivate discipline in praying
in tongues, and maintain a vibrant, consistent flow in the Spirit.

Fluency Comes Through Practice

The first principle of fluency is simple: use it. The language of the Spirit grows stronger as
you use it daily. Paul wrote, “| thank my God | speak with tongues more than you all” (7
Corinthians 14:18). This statement reveals not only that Paul valued tongues but also that he
used the gift frequently. His spiritual authority, revelation, and boldness were nurtured
through consistent fellowship with the Holy Spirit in tongues.

The more you pray in tongues, the easier it becomes. At first, your utterance may feel slow
or uncertain, but as you continue, the flow increases. The Holy Spirit is your divine partner in
prayer, and He leads you into deeper expressions of worship, intercession, and communion.

Paul encouraged Timothy to “stir up the gift of God which is in you” (2 Timothy 1:6). The
phrase “stir up” means to rekindle or keep aflame. Tongues are like a fire that must be
continually fed. When you neglect prayer in tongues, the flame dims; when you engage it
regularly, it burns brightly, producing warmth, power, and revelation.

Consistency is the Key to Growth.



Fluency in the Spirit develops through consistency. Set apart specific times each day to pray
in tongues. This does not mean long, forced hours of mechanical prayer, but intentional,
joyful communion. Begin with small, steady moments of engagement.

Isaiah 28:10 teaches a principle of spiritual growth: “For precept must be upon precept,
precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little.” Spiritual
maturity grows gradually through daily practice. Likewise, praying in tongues becomes
natural and powerful when done regularly.

In Acts 2:42, the early believers “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” The word “continued steadfastly”
indicates devotion. They did not treat prayer as optional but as essential. Fluency in tongues
follows the same pattern. As you persist in the practice, you move from occasional bursts to
sustained flow, from hesitation to confidence.

Praying in Tongues Daily Builds Sensitivity to the Spirit

Fluency in tongues increases spiritual sensitivity. Every time you pray in tongues, you are
aligning your spirit with the Holy Spirit's frequency. Your inner man becomes tuned to His
voice, His nudges, and His guidance.

Romans 8:14 says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”
The leading of the Spirit becomes clearer when your spirit is active. Tongues awaken and
sharpen your spiritual perception. The more you pray, the more you discern God’s
promptings in daily life.

Many believers struggle to hear from God because their spirits are dull through neglect. The
spirit, like any muscle, must be exercised to stay strong. Jude 20 instructs, “But you,
beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.” Every
moment spent praying in tongues builds spiritual stamina and sharpens your hearing.

Combining Tongues with the Word

Fluency in tongues grows deeper when combined with meditation on the Word of God. The
Word and the Spirit always work together. Jesus said, “The words that | speak to you are
spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). When you pray in tongues while meditating on Scripture,
revelation flows effortlessly.

David wrote, “Your word | have hidden in my heart, that | might not sin against You” (Psalm
119:11). When that Word fills your heart, the Spirit uses it as raw material for divine
utterance. Many times, while praying in tongues, a verse will rise in your spirit with fresh
meaning. That is the Holy Spirit illuminating the Word.

Praying in tongues alongside Scripture reading also keeps your prayer balanced. The Word
anchors you in truth, while tongues keep your heart inflamed with power. The combination
produces depth—knowledge with fire, revelation with intimacy.

Tongues and Extended Prayer



As your fluency develops, learn to extend your time of prayer in tongues. Acts 3:1 shows that
Peter and John had set times for prayer. Daniel prayed three times a day (Daniel 6:10).
Jesus often withdrew to solitary places to pray (Mark 1:35). These examples show that
prayer thrives with discipline.

Start with short intervals, perhaps fifteen minutes daily, and gradually increase your time. As
you grow, you will find that what once felt long becomes enjoyable. The Spirit strengthens
you to sustain the flow.

During extended prayer, your utterance may shift through different rhythms or tones.
Sometimes it will sound like worship, other times like intercession. Do not analyze it; simply
yield. Romans 8:26 describes these moments as “groanings which cannot be uttered.” In
those deep moments, the Spirit is praying mysteries that your mind cannot comprehend, but
your heart will later understand.

The Power of Corporate Praying in Tongues

Fluency is not only personal; it is multiplied in community. The early Church often prayed
together in the Spirit. Acts 4:31 records, “When they had prayed, the place where they were
assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke
the word of God with boldness.”

There is power in collective utterance. When believers gather and pray in tongues with one
accord, the spiritual atmosphere shifts. Chains break, hearts are united, and boldness rises.
Corporate praying in tongues magnifies individual faith and intensifies the presence of God.

Paul wrote, “When you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a
tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification” (7
Corinthians 14:26). The corporate exercise of tongues brings edification when done in unity
and order. It becomes a channel through which God moves among His people with power
and revelation.

Yielding Completely to the Spirit

Fluency in the Spirit is not achieved by effort but by surrender. The Holy Spirit does not
respond to striving but to yieldedness. Romans 6:13 instructs, “Present yourselves to God as
being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.” Your
tongue is one of those members. Offer it freely to the Spirit.

The more you yield, the more natural the flow becomes. Trying to control the experience
often restricts it. Jesus said in John 7:38-39, “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has
said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. But this He spoke concerning the Spirit.”
Notice that the rivers flow naturally. Rivers are not forced; they move according to the
current. In the same way, the Spirit flows through you when you relax and trust His leading.



Praying in Tongues and Emotional Transformation

Regular prayer in tongues not only strengthens your spirit but also stabilizes your emotions.
Many believers battle anxiety, fear, or discouragement because their souls dominate their
lives more than their spirits. Tongues realign your soul under the authority of the spirit.

Philippians 4:6—7 provides the key: “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.” The phrase “surpasses all understanding” mirrors the effect of tongues, for praying in
the Spirit bypasses the intellect and ushers peace into the heart.

As you pray in tongues, the burdens that trouble your mind begin to lift. The Spirit intercedes
through you, releasing comfort and calm. Many times, tears will flow, or laughter will rise, as
the Spirit ministers inner healing. Tongues are a language of the heart, and through them,
God touches the deepest parts of your being.

Tongues as a Lifestyle, Not an Event

Fluency in tongues turns prayer from an activity into a lifestyle. You can pray in tongues
while driving, walking, cooking, or working quietly. Paul encouraged believers to “pray
without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). This is possible because tongues allow you to
commune with God even when your mind is occupied.

Ephesians 6:18 calls believers to pray “always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.”
The phrase “in the Spirit” implies continuous fellowship. Tongues turn ordinary moments into
sacred communion. They keep your heart connected to the presence of God throughout the
day.

Developing this habit transforms your environment. You begin to carry an atmosphere of
peace, clarity, and divine awareness. The Spirit becomes your constant companion, and
your daily life becomes a continuous conversation with heaven.

The Discipline of Quietness After Praying

Fluency in the Spirit also includes the discipline of listening. After praying in tongues, take
moments of silence to listen within. Revelation often comes in the stillness that follows
spiritual utterance. Habakkuk 2:1 records, “I will stand my watch and set myself on the
rampart, and watch to see what He will say to me.”

Prayer is not complete without listening. When you pray in tongues, your spirit
communicates with God. When you wait quietly afterward, the Spirit communicates back.
Sometimes the response comes as a thought, a Scripture, or a sense of knowing. Other
times, it may come later in the day. Learning to pause after praying deepens your
relationship with the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that | am God.” Stillness after spiritual prayer brings
clarity, peace, and direction. It teaches you that tongues are not just a means to speak to
God but also a pathway to hear Him more clearly.



Developing Confidence and Boldness in Public Prayer

As you grow in personal fluency, the Holy Spirit may also lead you to exercise tongues
publicly, either in worship or in a setting where interpretation follows. Paul gave guidance for
this in 1 Corinthians 14:27-28: “If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most
three, each in turn, and let one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in
church, and let him speak to himself and to God.”

Fluency includes discernment. The Spirit teaches when to pray quietly and when to speak
aloud. With time, you will learn to recognize the difference between personal prayer tongues
and prophetic tongues meant for public edification. Both are valuable, but they serve
different purposes.

Public utterance accompanied by interpretation strengthens the body of Christ, while private
tongues strengthen the individual. As you grow in fluency, the Spirit may use you in both
ways, teaching you to operate with grace, humility, and order.

Fluency Produces Depth and Power

Fluency in tongues is not about how fast or loud you speak but about how deeply you
commune with God. The true measure of fluency is transformation. The more you pray in
tongues, the more Christlike you become. Your thoughts, attitudes, and responses begin to
reflect the nature of the Spirit within you.

Paul wrote in Galatians 5:16—17, “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh.” Walking in the Spirit becomes natural when you cultivate constant communion
through tongues. The same Spirit who gives utterance in prayer also produces fruit in
character—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).

Fluency in tongues strengthens both power and purity. The believer who prays much in the
Spirit becomes steady in trials, patient in pressure, and discerning in decision-making. The
flow of tongues releases divine strength for daily living and spiritual authority for victorious
ministry.

Conclusion: From Utterance to Overflow

Developing fluency in the Spirit is a journey of continual yielding, practice, and growth. It
begins with a simple step of faith but matures into a lifestyle of communion and power. Every
believer has the potential to grow in this grace.

The key is consistency. Pray daily. Pray deeply. Pray with expectation. Combine your prayer
in tongues with the Word, worship, and quiet listening. As you do, your spiritual language will
become more fluent, your awareness of God’s presence will increase, and your life will
overflow with His power and peace.

Jesus promised that those who believe in Him would have “rivers of living water” flowing
from their innermost being (John 7:38). That river flows through tongues. Let it flow freely,



unhindered by doubt or distraction. The more you pray, the stronger the current becomes,
carrying you into deeper places of intimacy and revelation.

In the next chapter, we will explore how tongues operate within the larger body of
Christ—how this gift brings unity, order, and divine synergy in corporate gatherings, and how
believers can balance personal prayer with public expression in harmony with the Spirit and
the Word.

Chapter Nine: The Church and Corporate
Expression

Speaking in tongues is not only a personal gift of prayer but also a corporate expression of
the Spirit’s presence within the body of Christ. From the day of Pentecost, the manifestation
of tongues was both individual and collective. It unified believers, testified to the world of
God’s power, and brought glory to Jesus. Yet, it has also been one of the most
misunderstood and sometimes misused gifts within the Church.

To fully appreciate tongues, we must understand its role not just in private devotion but also
in public worship. This chapter will explore how the gift of tongues functions within the
gathered body of believers, the importance of order and interpretation, and how corporate
expression of this gift strengthens the Church and glorifies Christ.

The Purpose of Tongues in the Church

Paul wrote, “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good”
(1 Corinthians 12:7, NIV). Every spiritual gift, including tongues, serves to edify the body of
Christ. It is not for personal display but for collective benefit.

In 1 Corinthians 14:12, Paul exhorted, “Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts,
let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.” The purpose of tongues in
the church setting is therefore not to impress or confuse, but to build up, inspire, and draw
attention to God’s glory.

When used correctly, tongues become a channel for God’s Spirit to move among His people
with power, revelation, and unity. They remind the Church that its life is supernatural and that
it depends on the Spirit’s presence, not human ability.

The Distinction Between Private and Public Tongues



Paul’'s letters to the Corinthians provide vital clarity on the difference between private
tongues (for personal edification) and public tongues (for corporate edification).

e Private Tongues: “He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself’ (1 Corinthians 14:4).
This is the personal prayer language every believer can use daily to build up their
inner man. It does not require interpretation because it is directed to God, not to men.

Public Tongues: “But he who prophesies edifies the church” (1 Corinthians 14:4).
Public tongues, on the other hand, are meant to benefit others. When accompanied
by interpretation, they become equivalent to prophecy. Paul said, “If anyone speaks
in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret”
(1 Corinthians 14:27).

The key difference lies in the audience. Private tongues speak to God; public tongues speak
to the congregation when interpreted. Confusing the two often leads to disorder or
misunderstanding.

Tongues as a Sign to Unbelievers

Paul wrote, “Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers” (71
Corinthians 14:22). This statement echoes what happened at Pentecost. When the disciples
spoke in tongues, Jews from many nations heard them “speaking in our own tongues the
wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:11).

At that moment, tongues served as a supernatural sign that God’s Spirit had been poured
out and that the gospel was for all nations. It demonstrated that the message of salvation
transcended cultural and linguistic boundaries.

However, Paul also warned that if everyone speaks in tongues without order, unbelievers
might misunderstand. He wrote, “If the whole church comes together in one place, and all
speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they
not say that you are out of your mind?” (1 Corinthians 14:23).

The point is balance. Tongues can draw unbelievers to faith when used properly, but they
can also confuse when used without direction. Order magnifies God’s power, while disorder
distracts from His purpose.

Order and Interpretation in Corporate Tongues

The Holy Spirit is never the author of confusion. Paul emphasized this truth clearly: “For God
is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints” (71
Corinthians 14:33).



When tongues are expressed in a public setting, interpretation is necessary for the church to
be edified. Paul taught, “Let one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in
church, and let him speak to himself and to God” (1 Corinthians 14:27-28).

The gift of interpretation is not a natural translation of words but a spiritual understanding of
the message being spoken. The Spirit gives meaning that communicates God’s intent to the
congregation. Interpretation can come through another believer or sometimes through the
one who gave the tongue. Paul said, “Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he
may interpret” (1 Corinthians 14:13).

When tongues and interpretation flow together, the result is equivalent to prophecy. The
congregation hears a Spirit-inspired message that strengthens, encourages, and comforts
them. This reflects Paul's teaching that “he who prophesies speaks edification and
exhortation and comfort to men” (1 Corinthians 14:3).

The Beauty of Order in the Spirit

Some fear that teaching about order quenches the Spirit. But order does not hinder the
Spirit; it provides structure for His power to move freely and fruitfully. Paul concluded his
teaching on spiritual gifts with the simple yet profound instruction, “Let all things be done
decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14:40).

Notice that he said, “Let all things be done.” Paul was not restricting spiritual expression but
ensuring it happened properly. The Spirit values both freedom and reverence. True spiritual
order is not mechanical control but alignment with the nature of God, who is both powerful
and purposeful.

When the gifts operate in harmony, the Church reflects the unity of the Spirit. Paul compared
the Church to a human body: “For as the body is one and has many members, but all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ” (1 Corinthians
12:12). Each member has a role, and when each operates in love and order, the body
functions effectively.

Corporate Worship and the Presence of God

The manifestation of tongues in a corporate setting often brings a tangible awareness of
God’s presence. This was evident at Pentecost, when “a sound from heaven, as of a rushing
mighty wind,” filled the house (Acts 2:2). The Spirit's presence was both heard and felt.

When believers worship together in the Spirit, heaven touches earth. Paul described this in 1
Corinthians 14:25, saying that when the gifts operate rightly, even an unbeliever will “fall
down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you.”

The unity of spiritual expression creates an atmosphere where hearts are softened, lives are
changed, and God’s presence becomes undeniable. True corporate tongues, accompanied
by love, humility, and interpretation, do not draw attention to men but to Christ.

The Role of Leadership in Guiding Expression



Pastors and spiritual leaders have a biblical responsibility to guide and nurture the corporate
operation of tongues and other gifts. Their role is not to suppress the gifts but to shepherd
their expression in wisdom and discernment.

In Ephesians 4:11-12, Paul explains that Christ “gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the
work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” This means leaders help believers
understand how to operate the gifts for the edification of all.

When leaders teach sound doctrine and create a culture of order, the gifts flourish. The Spirit
is free to move, and the congregation grows in maturity. In 1 Thessalonians 5:19—-21, Paul
provides a balanced instruction: “Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test
all things; hold fast what is good.” This principle applies equally to tongues and
interpretation. The goal is not control or chaos but discernment and maturity.

Love: The Foundation for Every Expression

No discussion of spiritual gifts, including tongues, is complete without emphasizing love.
Paul placed his entire teaching on tongues between two great truths: the diversity of gifts in
1 Corinthians 12 and the supremacy of love in 1 Corinthians 13.

He wrote, “Though | speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | have
become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13:1). Love is the foundation
that gives meaning and value to every spiritual expression. Without love, tongues become
noise; with love, they become a melody of grace.

Love ensures that tongues serve rather than divide, bless rather than confuse, and exalt
Christ rather than the individual. It motivates the believer to use every gift in humility, seeking
not personal recognition but the edification of others.

Unity Through Diversity in the Spirit

Tongues symbolize the unity of believers amidst diversity. On the day of Pentecost, the
disciples spoke in various tongues, yet all were declaring “the wonderful works of God” (Acts
2:11). People from different nations heard the same message in their own languages. The
Spirit bridged cultural divides and created supernatural unity.

This remains God'’s design for His Church. The Spirit brings diversity of gifts, but all flow from
the same source. “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of
ministries, but the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). Tongues, properly expressed, remind
us that we are one body with one Spirit, one hope, and one Lord (Ephesians 4:4—6).

In corporate worship, when believers pray and sing in the Spirit together, the divisions of
language, background, and culture fade. The Church becomes a reflection of heaven, where
every tribe and tongue worships before the throne (Revelation 7:9-10).

The Balance of Spirit and Understanding in Worship



Paul demonstrated a healthy balance between the Spirit and the intellect in worship. He
wrote, “I will pray with the spirit, and | will also pray with the understanding. | will sing with
the spirit, and | will also sing with the understanding” (1 Corinthians 14:15).

This balance guards against extremes. Worship should engage both the spirit and the mind.
Tongues express the heart’s adoration beyond words, while understanding grounds the
believer in the truth of God’s Word. The two together create worship that is both passionate
and rooted.

In corporate settings, this means there is room for both spontaneous spiritual expression and
structured order. Some moments call for united prayer in tongues, while others require
teaching, prophecy, or exhortation in known language. Together, they form a complete
expression of the Spirit's work among God'’s people.

Building a Spirit-Filled Church Culture

For the qift of tongues to flourish corporately, churches must cultivate an atmosphere of faith,
love, and openness to the Spirit. This begins with teaching. When believers understand the
purpose and order of tongues, fear and confusion disappear.

In Acts 2:42-43, we read that the early believers “continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every
soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.” Sound doctrine and
spiritual demonstration walked hand in hand.

A Spirit-filled church is both grounded and growing. It honors the Word while welcoming the
move of the Spirit. It values order without quenching spontaneity. It encourages gifts without
elevating personalities. In such an atmosphere, tongues and interpretation flow naturally,
bringing life, conviction, and transformation to all who gather.

Conclusion: Harmony in the Spirit

When the Church understands and embraces the corporate expression of tongues, the
result is divine harmony. The gifts of the Spirit operate in unity, edifying the body and
glorifying Christ. Confusion gives way to clarity, and division gives way to unity.

Paul’'s final words on this subject remain the perfect summary: “Therefore, brethren, desire
earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. Let all things be done
decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14:39—40).

The Spirit longs to fill not just individuals but entire congregations with His presence. When
believers come together in humility, love, and reverence, tongues become a symphony of
heaven on earth—a language that unites, a sound that testifies, and an expression that
declares, “The Lord, He is God.”

In the next chapter, we will explore the transforming power of tongues in the believer’s daily
life—the fruit it produces, the intimacy it fosters, and the strength it brings for spiritual growth
and endurance.



Chapter Ten: Tongues and Spiritual
Growth

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not an end in itself but the beginning of a lifelong journey
into deeper fellowship, maturity, and transformation. Speaking in tongues is not merely a
sign that one has received the Holy Spirit; it is a tool for continual spiritual growth. Through
this qift, believers are built up, strengthened, and transformed into the likeness of Christ. The
Christian life was never meant to be lived by human effort alone but through the power of the
indwelling Spirit.

Paul wrote, “Though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day
by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16). This daily renewal happens through communion with the Holy
Spirit, and tongues play a vital role in that process. The more a believer engages in praying
in tongues, the stronger the spirit becomes, and the more the life of God flows from within.

This chapter explores how tongues nurture spiritual growth, develop character, produce fruit,
and align believers with God’s purposes, enabling them to walk in the fullness of Christ.

The Inner Life of the Spirit-Filled Believer

Every believer carries within them the life of God. Jesus said, “The water that | shall give him
will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14). This
fountain is the Holy Spirit, who constantly refreshes and strengthens the believer’s inner
man.

When you pray in tongues, that fountain is stirred. The Spirit within begins to flow freely,
refreshing your soul and releasing divine vitality. This is what Jude meant when he wrote,
“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit”
(Jude 20). The word “building” suggests construction or strengthening. Every moment spent
praying in tongues adds another layer of strength to your spirit.

In Ephesians 3:16—17, Paul prayed that believers would “be strengthened with might through
His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.” This
strengthening happens through continual fellowship with the Holy Spirit. Praying in tongues
is one of the most direct ways to engage that fellowship, as it bypasses the limitations of the
intellect and allows the Spirit to work deeply within.

Renewing the Mind and Transforming the Heart

One of the most profound effects of praying in tongues is the renewal of the mind. Romans
12:2 instructs believers, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the



renewing of your mind.” Transformation begins in the spirit but must flow into the mind for it
to shape behavior and character.

When you pray in tongues regularly, the Holy Spirit brings divine order to your thoughts.
Though your understanding may be unfruitful in the moment (7 Corinthians 14:14), your
mind is not left unchanged. As you yield to the Spirit, He renews your thinking patterns,
purges anxiety, and fills your heart with peace and clarity.

Isaiah 26:3 declares, “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You,
because he trusts in You.” Tongues help to center the mind on God. It quiets the chaos of
worldly distractions and aligns the heart with divine truth. Over time, this produces stability,
confidence, and spiritual maturity.

Spiritual Growth Through Intimacy

The more time you spend praying in tongues, the more intimate your relationship with God
becomes. Tongues are not simply a form of prayer; they are a love language between the
believer and the Father. Paul wrote, “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men
but to God” (1 Corinthians 14:2).

When you pray in tongues, you are speaking directly to God from your spirit. There are no
barriers of language, emotion, or intellect. Your words come from the deepest part of your
being, inspired by the Holy Spirit. This communion strengthens your intimacy with the Lord.

David expressed such intimacy when he said, “As the deer pants for the water brooks, so
pants my soul for You, O God” (Psalm 42:1). Tongues are one of the ways the soul
expresses that longing. As you pour out your spirit before God, His presence fills you afresh.
You experience the sweetness of His fellowship, and your love for Him grows stronger.

This intimacy also heightens sensitivity to His voice. Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice,
and | know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27). Praying in tongues trains your spiritual
ear to recognize His voice more clearly. You begin to discern His promptings, corrections,
and directions more quickly because your spirit is constantly tuned to Him.

Building Spiritual Endurance

The Christian journey is not without challenges. Trials, temptations, and tests come to every
believer. Yet, through the Holy Spirit, we can endure and overcome. Praying in tongues
builds spiritual endurance by strengthening your inner resolve.

Paul described his life as one of constant hardship, yet he remained unshaken. He wrote, “I
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). That strength did
not come from positive thinking but from deep communion with the Spirit. The more you pray
in tongues, the more resilient you become. Fear loses its grip, discouragement fades, and
the peace of God anchors your heart.

Isaiah 40:31 promises, “Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings like eagles.” Waiting on the Lord includes praying in the Spirit. As you
do, you draw fresh strength and perspective. You rise above circumstances with renewed
faith and endurance.



Producing the Fruit of the Spirit

The true mark of spiritual growth is character transformation. Jesus said, “You will know
them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:16). The evidence of the Spirit's work in your life is not only
in gifts but in fruit. Galatians 5:22-23 lists this fruit: “Love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”

Praying in tongues creates the environment where these fruits can flourish. As you
commune with the Holy Spirit, His nature begins to manifest in you. The more you yield your
tongue to Him, the more you yield your entire being. Tongues train the believer in surrender.
You learn to let the Spirit lead, and His fruit becomes evident in your life.

Love becomes more natural. Joy flows effortlessly. Peace settles deep within. Gentleness
replaces irritability. Faithfulness strengthens your walk. These are not momentary feelings
but enduring qualities formed through consistent fellowship with the Spirit.

Victory Over the Flesh

One of the greatest struggles in the believer’s life is the conflict between flesh and spirit.
Paul described it in Galatians 5:17: “For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another.”

The key to victory is walking in the Spirit. Paul said, “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not
fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). Praying in tongues is one of the most effective
ways to walk in the Spirit. Each time you yield to the Spirit in prayer, you weaken the
influence of the flesh.

Romans 8:13 says, “If you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live.” Tongues help activate this process. The Spirit
within empowers you to resist temptation and live a holy life.

As you spend more time praying in tongues, sinful habits lose their grip. Your desires
change. The Holy Spirit works within, purifying your thoughts, words, and actions. What once
felt impossible becomes natural because the Spirit gives you power to live righteously.

Growing in Faith and Spiritual Authority

Faith grows through the Word, but it is strengthened through communion with the Spirit.
Jude 20 connects both ideas: “Building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Spirit.” When you pray in tongues, your faith is charged like a battery connected to its
power source.

Tongues also sharpen your spiritual authority. Jesus said, “Behold, | give you authority to
trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy” (Luke 10:19).
Authority is not exercised by shouting or emotion but by confidence in God’s power. Praying
in tongues builds that confidence. You become aware of your identity in Christ and the power
that resides within you.



When the disciples prayed together in Acts 4:31, “the place where they were assembled
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of
God with boldness.” The result of their corporate prayer was not only tongues but courage
and authority. The same is true today. The believer who prays in tongues regularly carries
spiritual boldness and authority to confront challenges and overcome the enemy.

Growing in Discernment and Wisdom

Praying in tongues also enhances discernment and wisdom. The Spirit who gives utterance
is the same Spirit of wisdom and revelation. Paul prayed, “That the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him” (Ephesians 1:17).

As you pray in tongues, you begin to perceive situations differently. The Spirit reveals hidden
motives, exposes deception, and provides divine insight. Proverbs 20:5 says, “Counsel in
the heart of man is like deep water, but a man of understanding will draw it out.” Praying in
tongues draws divine counsel from the depths of your spirit.

You become sensitive to God’s timing and direction. You learn when to act, when to wait,
and how to discern between God’s will and your own impulses. This discernment protects
you from costly mistakes and aligns your life with God’s purpose.

Maturity Through Obedience

Spiritual growth is not measured by knowledge alone but by obedience. Jesus said, “If you
love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). The Holy Spirit empowers obedience by
transforming the heart from within. When you pray in tongues, you surrender control of your
speech to God. This act of yielding trains you in submission. The more you practice it, the
easier it becomes to obey His voice in other areas.

Romans 6:13 instructs, “Present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness to God.” Each time you pray in tongues, you
present your tongue as an instrument of righteousness. This daily practice of surrender
builds a lifestyle of obedience, where your will aligns with God’s will.

As obedience grows, maturity follows. Hebrews 5:14 says, “But solid food belongs to those
who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil.” Praying in tongues exercises your spiritual senses. You grow in
wisdom, discernment, and responsiveness to the Spirit’s leading.

Beholding Christ and Reflecting His Glory

The ultimate goal of spiritual growth is to become more like Jesus. Paul described this
process in 2 Corinthians 3:18: “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by
the Spirit of the Lord.”



Tongues help facilitate this transformation. As you pray in the Spirit, you spend time
beholding Christ. Your focus shifts from earthly things to heavenly realities. The more you
commune with Him, the more His nature reflects in your character.

Romans 8:29 reveals God’s purpose for every believer: “For whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son.” The Holy Spirit accomplishes this
transformation through intimate fellowship. Every time you pray in tongues, you are
cooperating with His work to shape you into the image of Christ.

Living a Spirit-Filled, Spirit-Led Life

A life of spiritual growth is a Spirit-led life. Paul wrote, “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk
in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25). Living in the Spirit means allowing the Holy Spirit to guide
every decision, attitude, and response. Tongues play a vital role in maintaining that
connection.

As you pray in tongues, you stay spiritually alert and sensitive. The Spirit becomes your daily
companion, whispering direction, conviction, and encouragement. You begin to live with
constant awareness of His presence. Decisions that once caused anxiety become peaceful
because you are walking in alignment with Him.

Romans 8:14 assures us, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of
God.” Praying in tongues keeps that sonship relationship alive and active. It reminds you that
you are not merely a servant but a child, not merely an observer but a participant in God’s
kingdom.

Conclusion: Growing into Fullness in Christ

Spiritual growth is a journey, not an event. Speaking in tongues is one of the greatest gifts
God has given to help believers mature in that journey. It builds your faith, strengthens your
spirit, refines your character, and draws you closer to the heart of God.

Through tongues, you experience continual renewal, victory over the flesh, clarity of mind,
and boldness in faith. You grow in discernment, wisdom, and love. You are transformed, little
by little, into the image of Christ.

Paul’s desire for the Church was clear: “Till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). That fullness is attainable only through the work of the Holy
Spirit.

As you continue to pray in tongues, you are building that spiritual structure within yourself.
You are deepening your roots, strengthening your foundation, and rising in spiritual stature.
The Spirit is shaping you into a vessel fit for God’s glory, a living testimony of His power and
grace.

In the next chapter, we will explore the role of tongues in the end-time Church, how this gift
equips believers for the last-day harvest, and why praying in the Spirit is essential for
standing strong in these final days of the age.



Chapter Eleven: Tongues in the
End-Time Church

From the day of Pentecost until now, the gift of tongues has served as a divine signal that
the age of the Spirit has begun. It marked the beginning of the Church, and it will play a vital
role in her final hour. The early rain that fell in Acts chapter two is a foretaste of the latter rain
that will prepare the body of Christ for the coming of the Lord. The same Holy Spirit who
filled the first disciples with tongues of fire is stirring His Church again to walk in power,
purity, and purpose.

Speaking in tongues is not merely a devotional exercise but a divine weapon for the
end-time Church. It is a tool for empowerment, intercession, revelation, and preparation. The
times we live in demand a Church that is not weak or carnal but one filled with the Spirit,
discerning of the times, and equipped for spiritual battle. In this chapter, we will explore how
the qift of tongues fits into God’s end-time agenda and how believers can partner with the
Holy Spirit to fulfill His purposes in these last days.

The Prophecy of the Outpouring

Centuries before Pentecost, the prophet Joel declared, “And it shall come to pass afterward
that | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your
old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions” (Joel 2:28). This prophecy
was fulfilled in part on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out and the Church
was born.

Peter confirmed this when he stood before the multitudes and said, “This is what was
spoken by the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16). Yet, Joel’'s prophecy has a dual fulfillment. The first
was at Pentecost, and the second will come as part of the end-time outpouring of the Spirit
before Christ’s return. Joel continued, “I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth:
blood and fire and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord” (Joel 2:30-31).

This means that the outpouring of the Spirit and the manifestation of spiritual gifts, including
tongues, will intensify in the last days. The Spirit is being poured out in unprecedented
measure to prepare the Church for the greatest harvest of souls the world has ever seen.

The Church Empowered for Witness

Jesus’ final instruction before His ascension was a promise of power. “But you shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be witnesses to Me in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). This power
was first demonstrated through tongues at Pentecost, when the disciples were empowered
to proclaim the gospel boldly.



The end-time Church must return to this same power. It cannot rely on programs, charisma,
or human wisdom to reach the world. The task before us—to preach the gospel to all
nations—is supernatural and requires supernatural equipping. Tongues are part of that
equipping. They release divine power, boldness, and revelation needed to fulfill the Great
Commission.

At Pentecost, the disciples were transformed from fearful followers into fearless witnesses.
The same transformation will happen in this generation as believers yield fully to the Holy
Spirit. The world is not waiting for another program; it is waiting for a Church clothed with
power from on high.

Tongues as a Weapon of Intercession

The last days are characterized by intense spiritual warfare. Darkness is increasing,
deception is spreading, and the hearts of many are growing cold. Yet, God has not left His
people defenseless. One of the most powerful weapons given to the Church for this hour is
praying in tongues.

Romans 8:26-27 reveals the intercessory role of the Spirit: “Likewise, the Spirit also helps in
our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who
searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for
the saints according to the will of God.”

In the face of global crises, moral collapse, and spiritual warfare, human understanding is
insufficient. The Spirit knows how to pray with precision. When believers pray in tongues,
they align their intercession with the perfect will of God. Tongues enable the Church to
intercede for nations, leaders, and the lost with divine accuracy.

In Ephesians 6:18, after describing the armor of God, Paul concludes, “Praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” This is not optional but essential for victory in the
end times. The Spirit’s intercession through tongues breaks demonic strongholds, pushes
back darkness, and releases God’s will on earth.

Tongues and the Harvest of Souls

The outpouring of the Spirit in the last days is not only for the strengthening of the Church
but also for the gathering of the harvest. In Matthew 9:37-38, Jesus said, “The harvest truly
is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into His harvest.”

Tongues are one of the means through which this prayer is fulfilled. When believers pray in
tongues, they often intercede for souls they do not know. The Spirit may lead you to pray for
nations, cities, or individuals far away. You may not understand what you are saying, but
heaven does. These prayers release spiritual laborers, prepare hearts, and create divine
encounters.

In Acts 10, Peter’s vision and Cornelius’ prayer led to the first Gentile conversion. Both were
guided by the Holy Spirit. In the same way, tongues open believers to divine direction for



evangelism. As you pray in tongues, you may sense a burden to reach someone or go
somewhere. The Spirit directs the Church to the ripe fields of harvest.

The end-time revival will be marked by believers who pray in the Spirit with passion and
power. Their prayers will shake nations, ignite revivals, and draw multitudes into the
kingdom.

Tongues and Spiritual Discernment in the Last Days

Jesus warned that deception would be one of the greatest signs of the end times. He said,
“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive,
if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 24:24). To stand firm in such times, the Church must
walk in discernment.

Praying in tongues sharpens spiritual perception. The Spirit within you alerts you to danger,
reveals hidden motives, and keeps you from error. Paul wrote, “The natural man does not
receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). Tongues engage your spirit, not
your intellect. They keep your spiritual senses alive and attuned to God’s voice.

In John 16:13, Jesus promised, “When He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you
into all truth.” This promise is crucial in the end-time Church. Through tongues, believers
stay connected to the Spirit of truth, avoiding deception and walking in divine guidance.

Tongues and the Revival Fire of the Last Days

The book of Acts began with fire, and it will end with fire. The same tongues of fire that
rested on the disciples in the upper room symbolize the purification and passion of the Spirit.
The end-time Church must burn again with that fire.

Malachi 3:2-3 describes the Lord as “a refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap. He will sit as
a refiner and a purifier of silver.” The Holy Spirit purifies the Church, removing carnality and
compromise. Praying in tongues is one of the ways the believer cooperates with this refining
process. The more you pray, the more the fire burns, consuming fear, doubt, and sin, and
igniting holiness and zeal.

Jesus declared, “| came to send fire on the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled”
(Luke 12:49). That fire burns today in the hearts of those who pray in the Spirit. Tongues
keep the flame alive, fueling revival from within.

When believers gather to pray in tongues, the spiritual atmosphere shifts. The early Church
prayed until places were shaken (Acts 4:31). The same power is available now. Revival will
not come through eloquence or programs but through people filled with the Holy Spirit,
praying fervently in tongues and walking in obedience.

Tongues and the Spirit of Prophecy



In the end-time move of God, tongues will work hand in hand with prophecy. Revelation
19:10 declares, “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” The Holy Spirit will pour
out prophetic utterances that reveal Christ, call the Church to repentance, and prepare the
Bride for the coming of the Bridegroom.

Tongues often precede prophetic release. In Acts 19:6, when Paul laid hands on the
disciples at Ephesus, “the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and
prophesied.” Tongues opened the door to prophetic flow.

The Spirits work in the last days will be characterized by supernatural
communication—tongues, interpretation, and prophecy—all pointing to Jesus. The Church
will operate in revelation, knowledge, discernment, and power to demonstrate the kingdom
of God in word and deed.

Tongues and the Strength to Endure

The last days will not only bring revival but also persecution. Jesus warned, “You will be
hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end shall be saved” (Matthew
10:22). Endurance will not come by human willpower but by the strength of the Holy Spirit.

Praying in tongues fortifies the believer’s spirit against fear and discouragement. When you
pray in the Spirit, you draw strength from within. Isaiah 40:29 says, “He gives power to the
weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength.” The Spirit renews your
courage and gives you endurance to stand firm under pressure.

Paul faced countless trials yet remained steadfast. He said, “We are hard-pressed on every
side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair” (2 Corinthians 4:8). His secret
was a life of communion with the Spirit. The same strength that sustained Paul is available to
every believer who prays in tongues.

Tongues and the Preparation of the Bride

The end-time Church is described in Scripture as the Bride of Christ, being prepared for her
Bridegroom. Revelation 19:7 declares, “The marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife
has made herself ready.” This preparation involves sanctification, unity, and intimacy with
Christ—all of which are cultivated through the Holy Spirit.

Tongues play a role in this preparation by keeping believers in communion with God. They
draw the Bride closer to the Bridegroom, aligning her desires with His will. In Ephesians
5:25-27, Paul wrote that Christ “sanctifies and cleanses the Church with the washing of
water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot
or wrinkle.” Tongues assist in this cleansing process by maintaining an atmosphere of prayer
and surrender.

The more the Church prays in the Spirit, the more she becomes radiant, pure, and ready for
His coming. The Spirit and the Bride together cry, “Come!” (Revelation 22:17). The language
of the Spirit becomes the language of longing for Christ’s return.



A Call to the End-Time Church

We are living in the days of the final outpouring. The signs of the times point clearly to the
nearness of Christ's return. The world is shaking, and darkness is increasing, but so is the
glory of the Lord. Isaiah 60:1-2 declares, “Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the
glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and
deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon

you.

The Church’s response to these times must be prayer in the Spirit. Every believer is called to
take their place as a spiritual warrior, intercessor, and witness. Tongues are not optional;
they are essential. They are the language of power, the tool of intercession, and the
expression of divine communion that equips the Church to stand strong and finish her
mission.

Conclusion: The Final Move of the Spirit

Tongues began the Church Age, and they will also mark its conclusion. What started in the
upper room will end with a global outpouring that shakes nations and prepares the way for
the return of Jesus. The same Spirit who came as wind and fire is still at work, filling hearts,
empowering witnesses, and interceding for the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan.

The end-time Church will not be defined by fear or compromise but by fire and power. She
will pray in the Spirit, walk in holiness, and proclaim the gospel to every corner of the earth.
She will be the radiant Bride, full of the Spirit and ready for the Bridegroom.

If there was ever a time to pray in tongues, it is now. The Spirit is calling believers
everywhere to rise, to fan into flame the gift within, and to partner with Him in these final
moments of history. The harvest is ready, the power is available, and the time is now.

“The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!” And let him who hears say, ‘Come!” (Revelation
22:17)

Let the Church lift her voice in the language of heaven until the whole earth is filled with the
glory of God, as the waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 2:14).
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