
ILONGGO 
LITERATURE



Learning Targets:
• To identify the geographic, linguistic, and ethnic dimensions of the 

Philippine literary history from pre-colonial to the contemporary 
period;

• To identify representative texts, genres, and authors from each 
region;

• To value the contribution of local writers to the development of 
regional literary traditions;

• To appreciate the contributions of the canonical Filipino writers to the 
development of national literature;

• To explain the literary and sociocultural contexts and discuss how 
they enhance the meaning of the text and enrich the reader’s 
understanding;

• To situate texts in context with the meaning of the text.



○ The mother language of West Visayas –
and thus, of Hiligaynon literature – is 
Kinaray-a.

○ Kinaray-a was the language of the 10 
datus from Borneo. 

○ Two major languages of the West Visayas 
– Hiligaynon and Aklanon – grew from 
Kinaray-a.



The oral tradition of Hiligaynon 
literature includes the following:

• “Binalaybay” (poem)
• “Paktakon” (riddle)
• “Hurubaton” (proverb)
• “Ili-ili” (lullaby)

• “Balitaw” (love song)
• “Ambahan” (long song)
• “Asoy” (tale)
• “Siday” (poetic duel)







“Isa ka balay nga waay bintana,

Pero puno sang kahayag sa

sulod.”



“Ang tawo nga

mapinanglanggaon,

Ginabalusan sang kadungganan.”



Babae:

“Balitaw, balitaw, indi ako mapatalang,

Kay ang matuod nga gugma amo ang ginapangita.”

Lalaki:

“Balitaw, balitaw, pamatii ang akon pulong,

Kay ang akon handum para sa imo putli kag

matuod.”



“Daw dagat ang kabuhi,

May kalma kag may balud.”



“Ili-ili, matulog ka na,

Ang bulan nagasidlak para sa imo;

Ang hangin nagahumod sang imo mata,

Sa damgo mangin malinong ang tunga.”



“Sa hangin nga nagaagi sa kabukiran,

Madungog ko ang tingog sang 

kahapon;

Ang kabuhi daw suba nga nagaluntad,

Pero ang handum nagaagi nga way 

katapusan.”



● Folk songs are usually accomplished by strings, 
percussion, or wind instruments.

● Prominent Panay epics (also known as “Sugidon”) 
are the “Labaw Donggon” and the “Hinilawod.”

● The invention of the “composo,” a ballad sung as a 
tribute to a folk hero or a milestone event in a 
community.

● “Bordon” was commonly played during vigils for the 
dead, wherein the loser of this popular game would 
then have to recite a quatrain called the “Luwa.”



“Bordon, bordon, pamatii kami,

Ano ang bilog pero way ligid?”

“Bordon, bordon, nahibal-an namon,

Amo ina ang bulan nga nagaalam sa gab-i.”



“Sa hilom sang madalom nga gab-i,

Ginahibi ko ang imo ngalan;

Ang hangin nagadala sang akon pangamuyo,

Pero ang imo tingog indi ko na madunggan.

Nabilin lamang ang mga handum,

Nagaluntad pareho sang luha;

Bisan malayo ka na sa akon panumduman,

Ang imo hulag sa akon tagipusuon indi mapara.”



Hiligaynon literature incorporated the 
“Flores de Mayo,” a devotional prayer sung 
to the Virgin Mary during the month of May.

In honor of saints during feast celebrations, 
poets perform an ode called “Pagdayaw” as a 
tribute to the fiesta queen.



Responsible for the publishing of the 
widely popular “Alamanake Panayanhon” 
which contained “passion” novenas, and 
works by early Hiligaynon writers.



The Hiligaynon tradition came to include 
the “Zarzuela,” the “Moro-Moro,” and the 

“Corrido.” A play called “Rodrigo de 
Villas” was the most popular “Corrido” 

from West Visayas during this time.



GOLDEN AGE OF HILIGAYNON LITERATURE



● Delfin Gumban
● Flavio Zaragosa Cano
● Santiago Alv. Mulatom
● Serapion Torre



● Angel Magahum
● Ramon L. Musones
● Magdalena Jalandoni



● Jose Ma. Ingalla
● Jose Ma. Nava
● Miguela Montelibano



● Rosendo Mejica
● Augurio Abeto
● Abe Gonzales



• Mejica was responsible for the 
establishment of Makinaugalingon
Press in Iloilo City.

• Liwayway Publications in Manila came up 
with “Hiligaynon” magazine, which 
allowed the Hiligaynon voice to be heard 
in the nation’s capital and beyond.



Momentum carried into the Post-War period:

• “Yuhum” magazine (La Defensa Press)
• “Kasanag” (Diosolo Publications)

• Novelists like Jose E. Yap and Conrado
Norada kept Hiligaynon fiction strong. 



Prominent writers during 
the time included:

• Isabelo Sobrevega
• Hernando Siscar
• Ramon L. Muzones
• Abe Gonzales
• Santiago Alv. Mulato



• Hiligaynon fiction grew even more in 
subsequent decades like irony and 
characterization.

• The novel remained popular while the short 
story gained its own headway.

• In the 1960s, Mario L. Villaret, Nilo P. 
Pamanog, Romeo Garganera, Ismaelita Floro-
Luza, and Ma. Luisa Defante Gibraltar 
emerged.



• During the administration of President 
Corazon Aquino, campus writing in 
Kinaray-a was heavily promoted, and 
prominence in multilingual writing rose in 
the Hiligaynon region.

• In 1997, the Palanca Awards began to 
recognize exemplary Hiligaynon short 
stories (side by side with stories 
written in Filipino, English, and other 
local languages.)
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“𝘞𝘢𝘭𝘢 𝘴𝘢𝘯𝘨 𝘣𝘢𝘯𝘨𝘬𝘪𝘭 𝘢𝘯𝘨 𝘭𝘰𝘭𝘰 𝘬𝘰 𝘯𝘨𝘢
𝘢𝘴𝘸𝘢𝘯𝘨. 𝘞𝘢𝘭𝘢 𝘴𝘪𝘢 𝘯𝘢𝘨𝘢𝘬𝘢𝘰𝘯 𝘴𝘢𝘯𝘨
𝘢𝘵𝘢𝘺 𝘰𝘬𝘰𝘯 𝘯𝘢𝘨𝘢-𝘪𝘯𝘰𝘮 𝘴𝘢𝘯𝘨 𝘥𝘶𝘨𝘰. 

𝘞𝘢𝘭𝘢 𝘴𝘪𝘢 𝘯𝘢𝘨𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘨𝘣𝘢𝘺𝘭𝘰 𝘴𝘢 𝘣𝘢𝘣𝘰𝘺
𝘰𝘬𝘰𝘯 𝘪𝘥𝘰.”



CHARACTERS

SETTING

POINT OF VIEW 



The Redefinition of the 

"Aswang" Legend



The Cycle of Trauma and 

Silence



The Loss of Innocence and 

the Price of Justice



The Symbolism of the Setting 

and Family Structure



The Psychological Impact of 

Abuse



ASWANG
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