
 Lost Spring – Part 1 Summary 

“Sometimes I Find a Rupee in the Garbage” 

The first part of the chapter talks about 

Saheb, a ragpicker who lives in Seemapuri, a 

poor slum on the outskirts of Delhi. The 

narrator, Anees Jung, often sees Saheb 

every morning searching through garbage 

for useful things. 

Saheb and his family are Bangladesh 

migrants who came to India many years 

ago. They left their homeland because 

storms destroyed their fields and homes, so 

they moved to Delhi in search of a better 

life. However, instead of finding prosperity, 

they ended up living in poverty in 

Seemapuri, where thousands of ragpickers 

survive by collecting garbage. 

For Saheb and other children, garbage is like 

“gold” because it sometimes contains coins, 

food, or valuable items they can sell. Even 

though they work hard, they remain poor 

and have no access to education. When the 

narrator asks Saheb why he does not go to 

school, he replies that there is no school in 

his neighbourhood. When the narrator 

jokingly says she will start one, Saheb later 

reminds her seriously, showing his hidden 

desire to study. 

Saheb is often seen wearing tennis shoes, 

which someone threw away. Though they 

are worn out and do not fit properly, they 

are precious to him. This shows how small 

things that others discard become valuable 

for poor children. 

Later, the narrator sees Saheb working at a 

tea stall. He now earns ₹800 a month and 

gets meals, but he seems less happy than 

before. Earlier, ragpicking gave him 

freedom, but now he is bound by 

responsibility and work. 

Through Saheb’s story, the author highlights 

the harsh reality of child labour, poverty, 

lack of education, and lost childhoods of 

poor children in india 

 Lost Spring – Part 2 Summary 

“I Want to Drive a Car” 

The second part of the chapter focuses on 

Mukesh, a young boy who lives in 

Firozabad, a town in Uttar Pradesh famous 

for its glass bangle industry. The town is 

known for making beautiful bangles, but the 

workers who make them live in extreme 

poverty and difficult conditions. 

Mukesh belongs to a family of bangle 

makers. For generations, families in 

Firozabad have been trapped in this 

occupation. Children start working in hot 

furnaces and small dark rooms, joining 

pieces of glass to make bangles. The work is 

dangerous and unhealthy, often damaging 

their eyes and lungs. 

Most families live in small, broken houses 

without proper facilities. The workers 

remain poor because middlemen, 

moneylenders, and factory owners exploit 

them. They earn very little and have no 

power to change their situation. 

Unlike other children, Mukesh has a dream. 

He does not want to continue the family 



tradition of making bangles. Instead, he says 

“I want to be a motor mechanic” and 

dreams of driving a car someday. The 

narrator sees hope in Mukesh because he 

has the courage to dream of a different 

future. 

Through Mukesh’s story, the author shows 

how poverty, child labour, and social 

systems trap families in the same work for 

generations, but dreams and determination 

can bring change. 

Detailed Summary of Deep Water by 

William Douglas 

Deep Water is an autobiographical account 

in which William Douglas describes how he 

overcame his deep fear of water and 

learned an important lesson about courage 

and determination. The chapter shows how 

fear can control a person’s life and how 

strong willpower and persistent effort can 

help overcome it. 

The story begins with Douglas recalling how 

his fear of water started during his 

childhood. When he was about three or 

four years old, he went to the beach with 

his father in California. A powerful wave 

knocked him down and swept him under 

water. Although his father saved him, the 

incident left a lasting impression on his 

mind. After this frightening experience, he 

developed a strong fear of water. 

Later, when Douglas was about ten or 

eleven years old, he decided to learn 

swimming at the YMCA swimming pool in 

Yakima. The pool seemed safe because it 

was not very deep at one end. One day, 

while he was waiting alone beside the pool, 

a big and strong boy suddenly picked him 

up and threw him into the deep end of the 

pool. Douglas sank immediately. He tried to 

jump up to the surface, but the water was 

too deep. Panic and terror gripped him as 

he struggled desperately to come up for air. 

He went down, came up briefly, and then 

sank again. His lungs were filled with water, 

and he felt completely helpless. In that 

moment, he believed that he was going to 

die. Eventually he lost consciousness and 

was later rescued. This terrifying incident 

strengthened his fear of water even more. 

Because of this experience, Douglas avoided 

water for many years. The fear stayed with 

him and affected his life. He could not enjoy 

activities such as swimming, fishing, 

canoeing, or boating. Even the thought of 

water frightened him. However, he 

eventually decided that he would not allow 

fear to control his life. Determined to 

overcome it, he hired a professional 

swimming instructor. 

The instructor began teaching him step by 

step. At first, Douglas was trained to 

practice breathing while holding the side of 

the pool. Then he learned to move his legs 

and arms correctly. Gradually, he was taught 

to float, glide, and swim across the pool. 

The training continued for several months, 

and slowly his confidence grew. Though the 

fear still appeared in his mind sometimes, 

he kept practicing until he gained full 

control over it. 



After completing his training, Douglas 

decided to test himself. He went swimming 

alone in different lakes and waters to make 

sure that the fear was truly gone. Each time 

he swam successfully, his confidence 

increased. Finally, he realized that he had 

conquered his fear completely. Through 

determination and practice, he had 

defeated the terror that once controlled his 

life. 

In the end, Douglas concludes that fear is 

one of the most destructive emotions a 

person can experience. It can paralyze the 

mind and prevent a person from living fully. 

By overcoming his fear of water, he 

understood the true meaning of courage. 

The story teaches that with determination, 

patience, and practice, even the deepest 

fears can be defeated. 

Theme / Message: 

The chapter highlights the destructive 

power of fear and the importance of 

courage, determination, and perseverance. 

It shows that facing fear is the only way to 

conquer it and regain confidence in life. 

Detailed Summary of The Rattrap by Selma 

Lagerlöf (Class 12 – Flamingo) 

The Rattrap is a thought-provoking story 

that highlights human kindness, 

redemption, and the belief that goodness 

can transform a person. Through the 

experiences of a poor peddler, the story 

shows that trust and compassion can bring 

out the best in people. 

The story revolves around a poor peddler 

who makes a living by selling small wire 

rattraps. His life is miserable and lonely. 

Since his business does not earn him much 

money, he often survives by begging or 

occasionally stealing. He has no family, no 

home, and no real connection with society. 

While wandering through forests and 

villages, he spends time thinking about the 

world and develops a strange philosophical 

idea. He believes that the whole world is 

like a big rattrap. Just as a rattrap attracts 

rats with bait and traps them, the world 

also offers riches, joys, shelter, and food as 

bait to trap human beings. Once someone is 

tempted by these things, they get caught in 

the trap of life and cannot escape. 

One evening, while walking through the 

forest, the peddler reaches a small cottage 

where an old crofter lives alone. The crofter 

welcomes him warmly, offers him food, and 

even shares his simple life story. He tells the 

peddler that he earns money by selling milk 

from his cow. To show his honesty and 

pride, he even reveals where he keeps his 

money and counts thirty kronor in front of 

the peddler. Although the crofter treats him 

kindly, the peddler is tempted by the 

money. After leaving the cottage, he returns 

and steals the thirty kronor. This act of 

greed proves his own theory about the 

world being a rattrap—he himself becomes 

trapped by the bait of money. 

After stealing the money, the peddler avoids 

the main road and walks through the forest 

to escape being caught. However, he soon 

realizes that he has lost his way and is 



wandering in circles. The dark forest seems 

like a real trap, just like the rattrap he had 

imagined. At that moment, he feels that the 

world has caught him in its trap because of 

his greed. 

Eventually, he reaches the Ramsjö 

Ironworks where he meets the ironmaster. 

The ironmaster mistakes the peddler for an 

old regimental comrade named Captain von 

Stahle. The peddler does not correct the 

mistake at first because he hopes to get a 

warm meal and shelter. The ironmaster 

invites him home for Christmas Eve, but the 

peddler refuses because he fears being 

recognized. Later, the ironmaster’s 

daughter, Edla Willmansson, persuades him 

kindly and invites him again. Her gentle and 

respectful behavior convinces the peddler 

to accept the invitation. 

At the ironmaster’s house, the truth soon 

becomes clear that the peddler is not the 

captain. The ironmaster becomes angry and 

threatens to call the sheriff because the 

man is a vagabond. However, Edla defends 

the peddler and says that he should be 

allowed to stay at least for Christmas since 

he has been invited as a guest. Her kindness 

touches the peddler deeply. For the first 

time in his life, he is treated with dignity 

and respect. 

The next day, the peddler quietly leaves the 

house. Later, Edla and her father learn from 

a newspaper that the crofter has been 

robbed by a peddler. They immediately 

realize that their guest was the thief. 

However, in the evening Edla receives a 

package from the peddler. Inside it are the 

stolen thirty kronor along with a small 

rattrap and a letter. In the letter, the peddler 

thanks Edla for her kindness and says that 

her trust made him feel like a respected 

human being again. He returns the stolen 

money so that the crofter will not suffer. He 

signs the letter as “Captain von Stahle,” 

showing that Edla’s compassion helped him 

regain his dignity and self-respect. 

The story ends with the message that 

goodness and trust can reform even a 

criminal. Edla’s kindness gave the peddler 

the chance to escape the trap of his own 

wrongdoing and become a better person. 

Theme and Message: 

The story emphasizes the power of 

kindness, sympathy, and understanding. It 

shows that when people are treated with 

respect and compassion, they can change 

their behavior and rediscover their 

humanity. It also teaches that greed and 

temptation can trap people, but goodness 

can help them find the way out. 

Detailed Summary of Indigo by Louis Fischer 

(Class 12 – Flamingo) 

Indigo describes an important episode from 

the life of Mahatma Gandhi and shows how 

his method of non-violent resistance helped 

poor farmers in Bihar. The chapter focuses 

on the Indigo movement in Champaran and 

highlights Gandhi’s leadership, courage, and 

concern for justice. 

The story begins in 1917 when a poor 

sharecropper named Rajkumar Shukla 



approaches Gandhi during a Congress 

meeting. Shukla repeatedly requests Gandhi 

to visit Champaran in Bihar and look into 

the problems faced by indigo farmers. 

Although Gandhi is busy, Shukla persistently 

follows him from place to place until Gandhi 

finally agrees to visit Champaran. 

At that time, the peasants of Champaran 

were being exploited by British landlords 

who forced them to grow indigo under the 

“tinkathia system.” According to this system, 

farmers had to cultivate indigo on three-

twentieths of their land and sell it to the 

British planters at very low prices. When 

synthetic dyes were developed in Germany 

and indigo became less profitable, the 

British planters demanded heavy 

compensation from the farmers to release 

them from this agreement. This caused 

great suffering to the poor peasants. 

When Gandhi reached Champaran, he first 

tried to understand the situation by talking 

directly to the farmers. However, the British 

authorities ordered him to leave the area 

immediately. Gandhi refused to obey the 

order because he believed it was unjust. He 

appeared in court the next day and declared 

that he would accept the punishment for 

disobeying the law but could not ignore the 

suffering of the peasants. His honesty and 

courage impressed everyone. Thousands of 

peasants gathered outside the court to 

support him. Finally, the authorities realized 

that they could not force him to leave and 

allowed him to stay. 

After this, Gandhi began a detailed 

investigation into the problems of the 

farmers. With the help of several lawyers 

and volunteers, he collected thousands of 

statements from peasants about the 

exploitation they faced. Prominent lawyers 

like Rajendra Prasad and others joined him 

in helping the farmers. Gandhi’s presence 

gave the peasants courage and confidence. 

Eventually, the government appointed a 

commission of inquiry to investigate the 

issue, and Gandhi was made a member of 

it. During the discussions, Gandhi 

demanded that the farmers should be 

refunded the money that had been unfairly 

taken from them. The British planters 

offered to return only a small amount, but 

Gandhi accepted a refund of 25 percent of 

the money. Though the amount seemed 

small, it was a moral victory because it 

showed that the British planters had to 

admit their injustice. Soon after, the 

oppressive tinkathia system was abolished 

and the farmers were freed from 

exploitation. 

Apart from solving the immediate problem, 

Gandhi also focused on improving the living 

conditions of the villagers. He started 

initiatives to promote education, 

cleanliness, and self-reliance among them. 

Schools were opened, and volunteers 

worked to improve sanitation and health 

conditions in the villages. Gandhi believed 

that true freedom required social and moral 

improvement as well. 



The Champaran movement became a 

significant turning point in India’s struggle 

for independence. It was the first successful 

application of Gandhi’s method of 

Satyagraha, or non-violent resistance, in 

India. The episode demonstrated that 

courage, truth, and peaceful protest could 

challenge injustice and bring about social 

change. 

Theme / Message: 

The chapter highlights the power of truth, 

courage, and non-violence. It shows how 

determination and moral strength can 

defeat injustice. Gandhi’s leadership 

inspired the oppressed farmers to stand up 

for their rights and proved that even a small 

act of courage can lead to major social 

change. 

Detailed Summary of Poets and Pancakes by 

Asokamitran 

(Class 12 – Flamingo) 

Poets and Pancakes is a humorous and 

insightful account of life inside a famous 

film studio in Chennai called Gemini 

Studios. The chapter describes the working 

atmosphere of the studio, the people who 

worked there, and the strange events that 

occurred. Through satire and personal 

experiences, the author presents the world 

of cinema and also comments on society 

and human behavior. 

The author begins by describing the makeup 

department of Gemini Studios, where he 

worked for many years. The department 

used large quantities of a makeup brand 

called “Pancake,” which was popular among 

film actors to improve their appearance on 

screen. The makeup artists worked hard to 

transform actors and actresses so that they 

looked glamorous in films. However, the 

author humorously points out that even 

though the studio spent so much effort on 

makeup, the audience usually cared only 

about the final performance. 

One of the interesting features of Gemini 

Studios was its large staff. Many employees 

worked there even when their jobs were 

not very clear. The author himself had a 

peculiar role. His job was to cut out 

newspaper clippings and provide them to 

the boss so that the studio could 

understand what was being written about 

films and society. This shows how 

sometimes people work in large 

organizations without having a clearly 

defined purpose. 

The chapter also introduces a strange 

character known as the “office boy.” Despite 

being called a boy, he was actually a middle-

aged man who worked in the makeup 

department. He was always dissatisfied with 

his job and complained that he deserved a 

better position. He often blamed the author 

for his lack of progress and believed that if 

he had worked in the story department, he 

could have become a famous writer. His 

constant complaints add humor to the 

narrative and show how people often blame 

others for their failures. 

Another important incident described in the 

chapter is the visit of a group called the 



Moral Re-Armament Army (MRA) to Gemini 

Studios. The MRA was an international 

organization that promoted moral and 

spiritual values. They came to the studio to 

present a stage performance for the 

employees. Although their intentions were 

noble, most people at the studio did not 

fully understand the purpose of their visit. 

Later, another visitor arrived at the studio. 

He was a tall and serious English poet 

named Stephen Spender. However, most of 

the employees at the studio were not 

familiar with English literature and did not 

realize his importance. As a result, his visit 

did not receive the attention it deserved. 

Only much later did the author discover 

that Stephen Spender was a well-known 

poet and literary figure. This incident 

highlights the gap between the world of 

cinema and the world of literature. 

Through these events, the chapter provides 

a glimpse into the functioning of a film 

studio and the personalities of the people 

who worked there. The author uses humor 

and irony to show the contrast between the 

glamour of the film industry and the 

ordinary reality behind the scenes. He also 

reflects on how people often fail to 

recognize true talent and significance. 

Theme / Message: 

The chapter humorously exposes the inner 

workings of the film industry and human 

nature. It highlights misunderstandings, 

misplaced ambitions, and the gap between 

appearance and reality. At the same time, it 

shows how people often fail to recognize 

the value of art and literature in their daily 

lives. 

The Interview — Part 1 

By Christopher Silvester 

(Class 12 – Flamingo) 

Part 1 discusses the origin, importance, and 

criticism of interviews in journalism. The 

interview has become one of the most 

common and powerful forms of 

communication in modern media. Through 

interviews, journalists are able to reveal the 

personal opinions, experiences, and 

thoughts of famous personalities such as 

writers, politicians, and celebrities. As a 

result, readers and audiences feel that they 

know these personalities more closely. 

However, the practice of interviewing has 

not always been accepted positively. Many 

well-known writers and thinkers have 

strongly criticized interviews. Some believe 

that interviews invade a person’s privacy 

and expose personal aspects of life that 

should remain private. For example, the 

famous writer H. G. Wells once referred to 

interviews as an “ordeal.” Similarly, other 

writers felt that interviews force them to 

reveal things they might not wish to share. 

Some authors believed that interviews were 

a kind of attack on their personality. They 

felt that journalists tried to uncover hidden 

truths about them, which could sometimes 

be uncomfortable or embarrassing. Because 

of this reason, certain writers avoided giving 

interviews altogether. Despite these 



criticisms, interviews continued to grow in 

popularity. 

The chapter explains that interviews have 

become an essential part of journalism 

because they provide authentic and direct 

information. They help readers understand 

the real personality and thinking of public 

figures. Interviews also help create a closer 

connection between famous individuals and 

the public. In this way, the interview has 

become a powerful literary and journalistic 

tool in modern society. 

The Interview — Part 2 

Interview with Umberto Eco 

Part 2 presents an interview conducted by 

Mukund Padmanabhan with Umberto Eco, a 

famous Italian novelist, philosopher, and 

professor. Eco was widely known for his 

intellectual writings and novels. One of his 

most famous works is The Name of the 

Rose, which became an international 

bestseller and was translated into many 

languages. 

During the interview, Eco explains how he 

manages his time between academic work 

and writing novels. He says that he uses 

small gaps of time during the day, which he 

calls “interstices.” These are brief moments 

when he is free from other work, and he 

uses them to think, read, or write. 

According to Eco, these small periods of 

time allow him to produce a large amount 

of work. 

Eco also talks about the nature of his novels. 

He explains that his stories often combine 

different elements such as history, 

philosophy, theology, and detective fiction. 

In The Name of the Rose, for example, he 

created a detective story set in a medieval 

monastery. He believes that readers enjoy 

novels that mix knowledge with 

entertainment. 

Another important idea discussed in the 

interview is Eco’s concept of the “open 

text.” He believes that literature should not 

impose a single fixed meaning on readers. 

Instead, a literary work should allow readers 

to interpret it in different ways based on 

their own understanding and experiences. 

This makes reading more engaging and 

meaningful. 

The interview shows Eco as a highly 

disciplined, intelligent, and creative writer 

who successfully balances academic 

scholarship with imaginative storytelling. 

His thoughts highlight the importance of 

curiosity, intellectual exploration, and 

effective time management in creative 

work. 

Detailed Summary of Going Places by A. R. 

Barton 

(Class 12 – Flamingo) 

Going Places is a story about dreams, 

imagination, and the gap between fantasy 

and reality. It focuses on a young girl named 

Sophie who belongs to a poor working-class 

family but dreams of achieving great 

success and living a glamorous life. Through 

Sophie’s character, the story shows how 



unrealistic dreams can sometimes lead to 

disappointment. 

Sophie is a schoolgirl who lives in a small 

town and comes from a modest 

background. Her family does not have much 

money, and after finishing school she will 

probably have to work in a biscuit factory, 

just like her brother Geoff. However, Sophie 

does not want to accept this ordinary 

future. She dreams of becoming famous, 

rich, and successful. She imagines that she 

will open her own boutique and become a 

fashion designer. Her dreams are very 

ambitious, but they are not realistic because 

she has no resources or practical plan to 

achieve them. 

Sophie shares many of her fantasies with 

her close friend Jansie. Jansie is more 

practical and realistic than Sophie. She 

understands that their family conditions will 

not allow them to achieve such grand 

dreams. However, Sophie continues to live 

in her imaginary world and refuses to 

accept reality. 

Sophie is especially fascinated by her elder 

brother Geoff. Geoff works as a mechanic’s 

apprentice and does not speak much. 

Because he is quiet and mysterious, Sophie 

imagines that his life must be exciting and 

adventurous. She longs to be part of his 

world and wishes that he would share more 

about his life with her. 

One day, Sophie creates a new fantasy. She 

tells Jansie that she has met Danny Casey, a 

famous young football player. According to 

her story, Casey spoke to her and even 

promised to meet her again. Jansie finds 

this hard to believe, but Sophie insists that 

it really happened. She knows that Geoff 

admires Danny Casey, so she hopes that this 

story will impress her brother. 

When Sophie tells Geoff about the meeting, 

he listens quietly but does not fully believe 

her. Still, Sophie continues to imagine that 

the meeting actually took place. She even 

goes to a canal where she believes Casey 

will come to meet her. She waits for a long 

time, dreaming about how her life will 

change once he arrives. However, Danny 

Casey never comes because the meeting 

was only a product of her imagination. 

In the end, Sophie slowly begins to realize 

the difference between her dreams and 

reality. Her fantasies give her temporary 

happiness, but they cannot change her real 

situation. The story highlights how young 

people sometimes create unrealistic dreams 

to escape the limitations of their ordinary 

lives. 

Theme / Message: 

The story explores the conflict between 

dreams and reality. It shows that 

imagination can be comforting, but 

unrealistic dreams can also lead to 

disappointment. The author emphasizes the 

importance of being practical and 

understanding one’s real circumstances 

while still having hopes for the future. 

 

 

 


