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COL Midterms: 
 
Definition of Conflicts of Law 
Spot whether there is confilicts of law 
Jurisdiction  
WON there is Jurisdiction 
choice of law vs. jurisdiction 
how jurisdiction is acquired over the subject matter, over persons leaving abroad 
- check rule 9, 14, 17 and 18 through intl convention, check 2019. amendment 
 
- if case action in personam.... 
- what are in rem or quasi in rem proceedings 
- art. 15, 16 and 17 (memo) 
 
 
PIL Study Material 
 
BAR REVIEWER IN CONFLICTS OF LAW  
By: Atty. Enrique V. dela Cruz, Jr.  
 
I. GENERAL PRINCIPLES  
 
What is Private International Law? How is it distinguished from Public International Law?  
 
ANSWER:  
Private International Law (Conflicts) is that part of the law of each state which determines 
whether, in dealing with a legal situation, the law of some other state or nation will be 
recognized, given effect, or applied. (American Restatement of Conflict of Laws)  
 
It can be distinguished from Public International Law (PIL) as follows:  
 

As to source: PIL sources are international customs, treaties, general principles of law 
recognized by civilized nations, juridical decisions, and teachings of the most highly qualified 
publicists. Conflicts, on the other hand, are generally derived from the internal law of each state 
and not from any international or external sources.  

As to Subject Matter: PIL governs only states and international organizations while 
Conflicts govern private individuals and corporations.  

As to remedies: In case of violation of PIL, a state may resort to diplomatic protest, 
sanctions from the UN Security Council or from international tribunals, use of force short of war, 
or even war. While in Conflicts, all the remedies are provided by internal laws of the state, such 
as resort to courts or administrative tribunals.  

 
What is meant by the Principle of Territoriality?  
ANSWER:  
It provides that penal statutes are applicable only within the territorial jurisdiction of the enacting 
state. Thus, a crime is punishable only within the territorial jurisdiction where it is committed. 
(Article 14, Civil Code).  
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CASE UPDATES: 

1. GRACE J. GARCIA, v. REDERICK A. RECIO, (G.R No. 138322 October 2, 2001) 
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