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Dear Champions, ​
​
Welcome to GrandAcad. I hope you’ve heard of us and have been studying from 
us lately. If not, check us out on YouTube - just search for “GrandAcad” on 
YouTube and/or Google.  When it comes to Class 12 English, the biggest struggle 
for students is getting notes that are short and contain all key information at the 
same time. Keeping GrandAcad’s focus on the best content quality, we’re happy 
to bring to you these Zinger Notes for Class 12 English. 

Zinger Notes stand out for their crisp and concise format, ensuring you get 
exactly what you need to know without any unnecessary fluff. Unlike many other 
resources and orgs that charge hefty fees while offering subpar material, Zinger 
Notes are free and accessible to all students. We do offer more extensive, 
web-access notes that are paid on our website as well, which are also bundled 
with our courses. 

These notes are tailored to support your Class 12 English prep.  We've carefully 
distilled the vast syllabus into easy-to-digest points, highlighting the most 
important points and key takeaways for each chapter. 

With GrandAcad’s English  Zinger Notes, you will save time. A lot of it during 
revision.  You're setting yourself up for success by using a resource designed 
with your needs in min.​
​
By the way, we offer a lot of courses for both Class 12 and entrance exams 
such as CUET. Feel free to CALL us or WhatsApp us on 9811821793 for any help, 
or visit grandacad.com to view our catalogue.  

You can also download our app on both iOS and Android. 
Please scan this QR code to download them:​
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Hey there, GrandAcad Champion! 👋🏻 ​
​
These notes are FREE for you, after all you are 
one of our awesome GrandAcad Champions – so 
enjoy them. All we ask is that you subscribe to us 
and let your friends and JUNIORS know about 
our existence. 😀​
​
However, if you want to score great marks, know 
that we have an offering called a PRO MAX 
English Crash Course. You will find more 
comprehensive and exam focused notes there 
– and so much more - such as line-by-line 
lectures, live answer writing workshops and 
live revision sessions, important questions’ 
PDFs and answer keys, and secret strategies to 
become an English topper. 
 
English is the MOST important subject in Class 
12 - because if you give it respect, it will help 
you boost your overall Class 12 percentage in 
ways that most can’t even imagine.​
​
You can potentially greatly increase your English 
score to 95-100 marks, simply by going through 
this crisp, prerecorded crash course under our 
guidance. 
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​
 

 
 
The course contains a comprehensive course for long term 
preparation, and also a crash course – which  is only 8 hours long – 
perfect for last minute study/preparation. 
 
Click here to enrol, I’ve given you a special discount link: English 
Crash Course: PRO MAX Crash Course [A Path to 95+ Marks] 
(grandacad.com). You can also download our app [use the QR code 
on the first page] to access the course. 
 
Or call our team on 9811821793 / WhatsApp me on the same 
number for any concerns :) ​
​
All the best,​
GrandAcad. 
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​

Please note that these are revision/quick study notes, and we always 
recommend the prioritisation of the source material/NCERT. You may 
use them to revise or study at the last minute. We always recommend that you 

stick to the source  for as long as you can. Don’t forget to supplement this with 
our Animated Videos, Speed Series, or/and Pro Max Course. 

 
 

               Enjoy! All the best! You’ll do very well. 💛 
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“The Last Lesson" by Alphonse Daudet 

Background:​
The story is set during the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71) when France was defeated by 
Prussia (now parts of Germany, Poland, and Austria). The French regions Alsace and 
Lorraine came under Prussian rule. As a result, an order was issued from Berlin mandating 
that only German would be taught in schools, replacing French. 

●​ The protagonist, Franz, a young schoolboy, is reluctant to go to school because he 
has not prepared his lesson on participles. However, he overcomes his urge to skip 
class and heads to school. On the way, he notices a crowd at the bulletin board, 
which had always been a source of bad news. 

●​ Upon reaching school, he is surprised by the unusual silence and the presence of 
village elders, including the former mayor and postmaster, sitting in the back of the 
classroom. His teacher, M. Hamel, is dressed in his special formal attire, indicating 
an important occasion. 

●​ M. Hamel solemnly announces that this is their last lesson in French, as German 
will be taught from the next day. Franz feels shocked and regretful for not valuing 
his education. M. Hamel, with deep emotion, speaks about the importance of 
language as a key to freedom and identity. He criticizes students, parents, and 
himself for neglecting the learning of French. 

●​ The lesson progresses with grammar, writing, and history. The entire class, 
including the village elders, listens intently, showing their respect for their 
language and culture. M. Hamel’s dedication and passion become evident as he 
tries to impart all his knowledge in the final moments. 

●​ As the church clock strikes twelve, marking the end of the lesson, M. Hamel, 
unable to speak due to emotion, writes "Vive La France!" on the blackboard. 
Then, with a heavy heart, he dismisses the class, signifying the end of an era. 

​
 

Themes: 

1.​ Linguistic Suppression & Nationalism – Losing one’s language means losing 
cultural identity. 

2.​ Regret & Realisation – People often realize the importance of something only when 
it is taken away. 

3.​ Dedication of a Teacher – M. Hamel represents a true educator who is devoted to 
his duty. 

4.​ The Value of Education – The story highlights the importance of learning and 
preserving one's language. 
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"Lost Spring" by Anees Jung 

The chapter highlights the grinding poverty and traditions that condemn children to a life of 
hardship, poverty, and child labour. Through real-life accounts, the author exposes the 
miserable conditions of poor children and the societal indifference to their suffering. 

 

Part 1: "Sometimes I Find a Rupee in the Garbage" 

This section revolves around Saheb, a young ragpicker from Seemapuri, on the outskirts of 
Delhi. Saheb and his family, like many others, migrated from Dhaka in search of a better life. 
However, instead of finding opportunities, they are forced to survive by picking through 
garbage. 

●​ Saheb’s Life as a Ragpicker: He, along with other barefoot children, searches for 
discarded items of value. To them, garbage is "gold" because it provides them with 
food and occasional small earnings. 

●​ Poverty and Broken Promises: The author engages in a conversation with Saheb, 
casually suggesting he should go to school. When Saheb excitedly asks about it 
later, she realizes the insincerity of such promises, which are common in his world. 

●​ Lack of Identity & Basic Needs: The ragpickers in Seemapuri live in illegal 
settlements with no proper sewage, water, or basic amenities. They lack official 
identity papers but manage to survive with ration cards. 

●​ Loss of Innocence: Saheb later takes up a job at a tea stall, earning ₹800 a month 
with meals. Though it seems like an improvement, it comes at the cost of his 
freedom. He no longer looks carefree—his new job has burdened him with 
responsibility. 

 

Part 2: "I Want to Drive a Car" 

This section focuses on Mukesh, a boy from Firozabad, known for its bangle-making 
industry. Unlike Saheb, Mukesh dreams of becoming a motor mechanic. 

●​ Bangle Industry & Child Labor: Thousands of families in Firozabad are engaged in 
glass-blowing and bangle-making. Despite the hazardous working conditions, child 
labor laws are ignored. Young children work in dark, suffocating rooms, often losing 
their eyesight due to the high temperatures and lack of ventilation. 

●​ The Weight of Tradition: The people of Firozabad, including Mukesh’s family, are 
trapped in the cycle of poverty and exploitation. They believe their fate is 
predetermined ("karam"), and they cannot break free from this inherited profession. 

●​ Dreams Amidst Despair: Unlike others, Mukesh refuses to accept his 
circumstances. He aspires to become a mechanic and is willing to work hard for it. 
Though his dream is limited—he does not dare to dream of flying a plane—his 
determination offers hope in an otherwise bleak world. 
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Themes in the Chapter 

1.​ Child Labor & Poverty: The chapter exposes the cruel reality of child labor, where 
children are denied education and forced into work. 

2.​ Exploitation & Helplessness: The poor are caught in a vicious cycle, controlled by 
moneylenders, police, and middlemen, leaving them with no way out. 

3.​ Tradition vs. Change: While most children accept their fate, Mukesh’s desire to 
break free symbolizes the struggle for a better future. 

4.​ Lost Childhood: The title "Lost Spring" signifies the lost childhood of these children, 
who should be in school but are instead working to survive. 
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"Deep Water" by William Douglas 

"Deep Water" is an autobiographical account from William Douglas’s book Of Men and 
Mountains. It narrates the author's traumatic childhood experience of nearly drowning in a 
swimming pool and how he later overcame his fear of water. The story highlights the 
psychological impact of fear and the importance of courage and determination in conquering 
it. 

 

The Childhood Fear of Water 

●​ Early Traumatic Experience: Douglas recalls an incident from his early childhood 
when he was around three or four years old. While at a beach in California with his 
father, a strong wave knocked him down and overpowered him. Though his father 
laughed, the experience left Douglas terrified of water. 

●​ Attempt to Learn Swimming: Years later, around the age of ten or eleven, Douglas 
decided to learn swimming at the YMCA pool in Yakima. He chose the pool because 
the Yakima River was known to be dangerous. Despite his initial fear, he began to 
gain confidence. 

 

The Near-Drowning Incident 

●​ One day, while he was alone at the pool, a big, strong boy (around 18 years old) 
playfully pushed him into the deep end. 

●​ Douglas panicked as he sank to the bottom. He devised a plan to push himself up 
from the pool's floor and float to safety. 

●​ However, his attempts failed. Each time he tried to rise, he sank back. He struggled 
to breathe and became paralyzed with fear. 

●​ On the third time, he felt exhausted, accepted his fate, and drifted into 
unconsciousness. 

●​ He was eventually rescued, but the experience left a deep psychological impact on 
him. 

 

The Long-Lasting Fear 

●​ The incident created an intense phobia of water. Douglas avoided swimming, lakes, 
rivers, and any form of water-based activities. 

●​ Even years later, while fishing or canoeing, the terror would return, making him feel 
paralyzed. 

 

Overcoming the Fear 
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●​ Determined to conquer his fear, Douglas hired a professional swimming instructor. 
●​ The instructor used a systematic approach: 

○​ He attached Douglas to a harness and made him swim back and forth across 
the pool. 

○​ Gradually, Douglas learned how to exhale underwater and control his 
breathing. 

○​ He practiced various strokes and built confidence in the water. 
●​ Even after training, Douglas tested himself multiple times in open waters, like Lake 

Wentworth and Warm Lake, to ensure he had completely conquered his fear. 

 

Lessons Learned 

●​ Douglas reflects that fear itself is more dangerous than death. The experience taught 
him that overcoming fear leads to true freedom. 

●​ He quotes Franklin D. Roosevelt: “All we have to fear is fear itself.” 
●​ The incident instilled in him a strong will to live and taught him that determination and 

perseverance can help one overcome any challenge. 

 

Themes in the Chapter 

1.​ Overcoming Fear: The story emphasizes the idea that fear is a psychological barrier 
that can be conquered through determination. 

2.​ Courage & Willpower: Douglas’s journey from fear to confidence highlights the 
importance of persistence. 

3.​ Survival Instinct: His near-death experience shows how the mind reacts under 
extreme situations. 

4.​ Psychological Impact of Trauma: The chapter explores how childhood trauma can 
have long-term effects on a person’s mind. 

"Deep Water" is an inspiring story of resilience and self-improvement. William Douglas uses 
his personal experience to convey a universal message: fear can be overcome through effort 
and determination. His journey from near-drowning to becoming a confident swimmer serves 
as a metaphor for conquering challenges in life. “All we have to fear is fear itself.” 
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"The Rattrap" by Selma Lagerlöf 

"The Rattrap" is a story by Selma Lagerlöf that revolves around a poor vagabond who sells 
rattraps but is also a petty thief. The narrative explores themes of kindness, redemption, and 
the idea that the world itself is a metaphorical rattrap, ensnaring people with materialistic 
temptations. 

 

The Vagabond and His Philosophy 

●​ The protagonist, a homeless rattrap seller, lives by begging and stealing to survive. 
●​ One day, he gets the idea that the world is like a giant rattrap—offering riches and 

joys as bait to trap people. 
●​ This thought amuses him because he enjoys seeing people caught in the world's 

deception, just as rats are caught in his rattraps. 

 

The Crofter’s Hospitality and Betrayal 

●​ One evening, the peddler seeks shelter at an old crofter’s cottage. The crofter, a 
lonely man, welcomes him warmly, offering food, tobacco, and conversation. 

●​ The crofter proudly shows him thirty kronor (Swedish currency), which he keeps in a 
leather pouch hanging by the window. 

●​ The next morning, after leaving, the peddler returns, steals the money, and runs 
away into the forest. 

 

Caught in the "Rattrap" of the Forest 

●​ The peddler, trying to escape unnoticed, takes a route through the dense forest. 
●​ However, he loses his way, walking in circles, realizing that he has fallen into the very 

“rattrap” he imagined for others. 
●​ Just as he is about to give up in despair, he hears hammering sounds and follows 

them to an iron mill. 

 

A Case of Mistaken Identity at the Iron Mill 

●​ The peddler enters the Ramsjö Ironworks, where he seeks warmth and rest. 
●​ The ironmaster mistakes him for an old acquaintance, Captain von Stahle, and 

invites him home. 
●​ Fearful of getting caught for theft, the peddler refuses, but the ironmaster's daughter, 

Edla Willmansson, persuades him to come. 
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Edla’s Kindness and the Peddler’s Redemption 

●​ Unlike her father, Edla treats the peddler with genuine compassion. 
●​ She insists that he stay for Christmas, promising him freedom afterward. 
●​ The ironmaster, upon realizing the mistaken identity in daylight, gets angry and wants 

to turn him out, but Edla insists that he should stay. 

 

A Christmas Miracle and the Peddler’s Transformation 

●​ The next morning, the ironmaster and Edla discover that the peddler has left—but he 
has not stolen anything. 

●​ Instead, he leaves behind the stolen thirty kronor, asking for it to be returned to the 
crofter. 

●​ He also leaves a letter for Edla, signing it as "Captain von Stahle," acknowledging 
that her kindness helped him break free from the metaphorical rattrap. 

 

Themes in the Story 

1.​ Redemption through Kindness: The peddler changes because of Edla’s kindness. 
2.​ The World as a Rattrap: The story explores the idea that greed and material desires 

trap people. 
3.​ Social Prejudices and Stereotypes: The ironmaster judges the peddler based on 

appearance, but Edla sees his humanity. 

"The Rattrap" is a heartwarming tale about the power of compassion and the possibility of 
transformation. The story leaves the reader with the message that love and understanding 
can bring out the goodness in people, no matter how lost they seem. 
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"Indigo" by Louis Fischer 

"Indigo" is an excerpt from The Life of Mahatma Gandhi by Louis Fischer. The chapter 
highlights Gandhiji’s first major political victory in India—his struggle for the rights of poor 
indigo farmers in Champaran, Bihar. The story focuses on Gandhiji’s method of non-violent 
resistance (Satyagraha) and his efforts to remove fear from the hearts of the oppressed 
peasants. 

 

Gandhiji’s Journey to Champaran 

●​ In 1916, at a Congress session in Lucknow, Gandhiji met Rajkumar Shukla, a poor 
and illiterate farmer from Champaran. 

●​ Shukla persistently followed Gandhiji, requesting him to visit Champaran to help the 
farmers. 

●​ The Champaran peasants were sharecroppers who were forced to grow indigo and 
pay heavy rent to British landlords. 

 

Investigating the Peasants’ Plight 

●​ Gandhiji traveled with Shukla to Patna and then to Muzaffarpur, where he met 
Professor J.B. Kripalani. 

●​ Many lawyers helped peasants fight the British in courts, but Gandhiji believed legal 
action was not enough—peasants needed freedom from fear. 

●​ The British landlords exploited farmers by forcing them into unfair agreements to 
grow indigo. 

●​ Later, when synthetic indigo was invented in Germany, landlords tricked farmers into 
paying compensation to be released from contracts. 

 

Confrontation with British Authorities 

●​ Gandhiji met the British landlord association secretary, but they refused to 
provide information. 

●​ The Commissioner of Tirhut tried to pressure Gandhiji into leaving Champaran, but 
he refused. 

●​ The police later issued him an official notice to leave, which he disobeyed, leading to 
his arrest. 

●​ Thousands of peasants gathered outside the courthouse in protest, and the British 
authorities dropped the case against him. 

●​ This was a major victory for civil disobedience. 
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Gandhiji’s Fight for Justice 

●​ Gandhiji, along with Rajendra Prasad and other lawyers, gathered evidence of 
British exploitation. 

●​ The British set up a commission, and Gandhiji was made the sole representative 
of the peasants. 

●​ After strong negotiations, landlords agreed to refund 25% of the money they had 
taken unfairly. 

●​ Though the amount was small, Gandhiji saw it as a symbolic victory, as the 
landlords had to accept their wrongdoing. 

 

Social Upliftment in Champaran 

●​ Gandhiji stayed in Champaran for seven months, working on improving living 
conditions. 

●​ He set up schools to educate farmers and their children. 
●​ He encouraged hygiene and sanitation, with the help of volunteers like Kasturba 

Gandhiji and teachers from his ashram. 

 

Gandhiji’s Principles in Action 

●​ Non-violence and Satyagraha: Gandhiji did not resort to aggression but resisted 
unjust laws peacefully. 

●​ Self-reliance: Instead of fighting legal battles, Gandhiji encouraged the farmers to 
stand up for themselves. 

●​ Eradication of Fear: The biggest victory was not the monetary refund but the fact 
that peasants lost their fear of British landlords. 
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"Poets and Pancakes" by Asokamitran 

"Poets and Pancakes" is an excerpt from Asokamitran’s book My Years with Boss. The 
chapter is a humorous and satirical account of his experiences working at Gemini Studios, 
one of the most influential film production companies in India in the early 1940s. It provides a 
behind-the-scenes look at the film industry, touching upon the make-up department, office 
politics, and the influence of literature and communism in the studio environment. 

 

The Make-up Department at Gemini Studios 

●​ The make-up department was located in a building once believed to have been 
Robert Clive’s stables. 

●​ The make-up used was Pancake, a popular brand, applied in thick layers to actors. 
●​ The team was diverse, consisting of artists from different parts of India, symbolizing 

national integration. 
●​ The make-up chief handled the main actors, while assistants worked on secondary 

characters and the "office boy" was responsible for the extras. 

 

The Office Boy and His Frustration 

●​ The office boy, despite his title, was an older man who had once aspired to be a film 
star or a writer. 

●​ He spent his time complaining about his failed ambitions and blamed his 
misfortunes on Subbu, the second-in-command at Gemini Studios. 

●​ He considered Subbu his rival because of his success. 

 

Kothamangalam Subbu – The Multi-Talented Genius 

●​ Subbu was multi-talented—a writer, poet, assistant director, and actor. 
●​ He was a loyalist to the studio boss, S.S. Vasan, and had a knack for solving 

problems on film sets. 
●​ He was generous and kind, but his success made him enemies. 
●​ Despite his brilliance, he was dismissed along with the closure of the Story 

Department. 

 

The Story Department and the Legal Adviser 

●​ The Story Department was filled with writers, poets, and intellectuals, but their 
real contributions were unclear. 
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●​ The legal adviser, ironically called "the opposite", once humiliated an actress by 
recording her angry outburst and playing it back to her. 

●​ The department was ultimately shut down, ironically leading to a lawyer losing his 
job because the poets were dismissed. 

 

Gemini Studios and Anti-Communist Sentiment 

●​ The studio had many poets who admired Gandhiji but had no deep political 
knowledge. 

●​ They considered communism evil but didn’t fully understand it. 
●​ The Moral Re-Armament Army (MRA), a group that opposed communism, visited 

Gemini Studios and performed plays, impressing the audience. 

 

The Mystery of the British Poet 

●​ The studio once hosted a mysterious English visitor, rumored to be a famous poet. 
●​ The staff expected someone like Wordsworth or Tennyson, but the guest turned 

out to be an editor, not a poet. 
●​ The identity of the visitor remained unclear until years later when Asokamitran 

realized he was Stephen Spender, a British poet and editor of The Encounter, a 
literary magazine. 

 

Themes in the Chapter 

1.​ Satire on the Film Industry: The chapter humorously describes the chaotic yet 
unproductive nature of film studios. 

2.​ Frustration and Office Politics: The office boy’s bitterness reflects how jealousy 
and resentment exist in every workspace. 

3.​ Irony: The anti-communist sentiment among uninformed writers, and a lawyer 
losing his job due to poets, add irony. 

4.​ Identity and Misunderstanding: The confusion about Stephen Spender highlights 
how people judge others without understanding their true work. 

"Poets and Pancakes" is a witty and nostalgic account of life at Gemini Studios. Through 
humor and irony, Asokamitran captures the absurdities of the film industry, office 
politics, and the clash between literature and cinema. The chapter provides a 
lighthearted yet insightful look at the behind-the-scenes workings of Indian cinema in the 
1940s and 50s. 
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"The Interview" by Christopher Silvester 

"The Interview" is an excerpt from The Penguin Book of Interviews, edited by Christopher 
Silvester. The chapter is divided into two parts. The first part explores the history, 
importance, and criticism of interviews in journalism. The second part is an interview of 
Umberto Eco, the Italian novelist and scholar, where he discusses his writing process, 
scholarly work, and the success of The Name of the Rose. The interviewer is Mukund 
Padmanabhan.  

 

Part I: The Role and Perception of Interviews 

●​ Origins of Interviews: Interviews have been a part of journalism for over 130 years 
and are a powerful means of communication. 

●​ Diverse Opinions on Interviews: 
○​ Some consider interviews an art form and a source of truth. 
○​ Others, especially celebrities, dislike them, seeing them as intrusive or as 

diminishing their personality. 
●​ Notable Figures Who Opposed Interviews: 

○​ Lewis Carroll (author of Alice in Wonderland) hated interviews and never 
consented to one. 

○​ Rudyard Kipling called interviews "an assault" and "a crime". 
○​ Saul Bellow likened interviews to "thumbprints on his windpipe", 

indicating discomfort. 
●​ Despite Criticism, Interviews are Essential: 

○​ Interviews provide insight into personalities and help the public understand 
famous figures. 

○​ Denis Brian states that most of our knowledge about people comes from 
interviews. 

 

Part II: Interview with Umberto Eco 

This section is an interview conducted by Mukund Padmanabhan (The Hindu) with 
Umberto Eco, a renowned Italian writer and scholar. 

Eco’s Work and Writing Style 

●​ Eco describes himself as a university professor who writes novels on Sundays. 
●​ He explains that all his work, whether scholarly or fictional, revolves around the same 

set of philosophical and ethical interests. 

Eco’s “Secret” to Productivity 

●​ He explains the concept of "interstices"—small pockets of free time in daily life that 
he utilizes for writing. 

●​ He claims that he has mastered the art of using every free moment efficiently. 
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The Playful Nature of Eco’s Scholarly Work 

●​ His academic writing is narrative and engaging, unlike typical dry scholarly texts. 
●​ He believes research should tell a story, making knowledge more accessible to 

readers. 

The Success of The Name of the Rose 

●​ Eco’s novel The Name of the Rose became an unexpected global bestseller, 
selling over 10 million copies. 

●​ Despite its complex themes (metaphysics, theology, history), it appealed to a 
mass audience. 

●​ Eco argues that people do not always want easy reading; they enjoy intellectual 
challenges. 

Eco’s Views on Public Perception 

●​ Although he has written over 40 scholarly works, most people recognize him as a 
novelist. 

●​ He does not mind this but identifies more as an academic than a fiction writer. 

 

Themes in the Chapter 

1.​ Power of Interviews: Interviews shape public perception and historical records 
of famous figures. 

2.​ Different Perspectives on Interviews: While some see them as a form of art, 
others feel exploited by them. 

3.​ Productivity and Time Management: Eco’s concept of using interstices inspires 
effective use of time. 

4.​ Popularity vs. Intellectualism: The unexpected success of The Name of the Rose 
shows that even complex literature can attract a wide audience. 

 

"Going Places" by A.R. Barton 

"Going Places" by A.R. Barton explores adolescence, dreams, aspirations, and the 
conflict between fantasy and reality. The protagonist, Sophie, is a teenage girl from a 
working-class background who often indulges in daydreams about a glamorous and 
exciting future. However, her impractical ambitions clash with her harsh reality, leading 
to self-deception and disappointment. 

 

Sophie’s Grand Aspirations 

●​ The story opens with Sophie and her friend, Jansie, walking home from school. 
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●​ Sophie dreams of owning a boutique, becoming an actress, or a fashion 
designer—all jobs associated with glamour and success. 

●​ Jansie, in contrast, is practical and realistic. She reminds Sophie that their 
destiny is factory work after school, as their families cannot afford higher 
education. 

●​ However, Sophie refuses to accept reality, insisting that she will find a way to 
succeed. 

 

Sophie’s Family and Reality Check 

●​ Sophie’s father is a rough, hard-working man who provides for the family but has no 
patience for her fantasies. 

●​ Her younger brother, Derek, makes fun of her for dreaming beyond their means. 
●​ Her mother, burdened with household chores, remains passive and silent, 

embodying the struggles of a working-class woman. 
●​ Sophie longs for a different life, one where she is admired and respected. 

 

Sophie’s Fascination with Her Brother, Geoff 

●​ Sophie idolizes her older brother, Geoff, who is an apprentice mechanic. 
●​ Unlike the rest of the family, Geoff is quiet and mysterious, and Sophie believes he 

has access to a larger, more exciting world. 
●​ She imagines that Geoff knows exotic and sophisticated people—something she 

deeply desires for herself. 
●​ She longs to be a part of his secret life, hoping that one day he will take her along. 

 

The Fantasy of Meeting Danny Casey 

●​ Sophie creates a fantasy about meeting Danny Casey, a famous Irish football 
player. 

●​ She claims that she met him at the arcade, where they had a brief conversation. 
●​ According to her story, Danny promised to give her an autograph the next time 

they met. 
●​ She shares this with Geoff, hoping he will believe her. 

Geoff’s Reaction 

●​ Geoff is skeptical but intrigued. He questions her about the meeting, testing if her 
story is real. 

●​ Sophie insists it happened, embellishing details to make it sound more convincing. 
●​ She desperately wants Geoff to believe her, as it would bring her closer to his 

world. 
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Sophie’s Father Dismisses Her Story 

●​ When Geoff mentions Sophie’s meeting with Danny Casey at the dinner table, 
her father reacts with sarcasm and disbelief. 

●​ He refuses to entertain her imagination, reminding her of her habit of "talking 
herself into trouble". 

●​ Her father’s reaction is a harsh reminder of her limitations—she cannot escape 
her world through fantasy alone. 

 

Sophie’s Emotional Investment in the Fantasy 

●​ Despite Geoff’s doubts and her father’s mockery, Sophie clings to her illusion. 
●​ She tells her friend Jansie about her meeting with Danny Casey, but regrets it 

immediately when she realizes that Jansie might spread the news. 
●​ She wants to keep her fantasy sacred and special, shared only with Geoff. 

 

The Climactic Moment – Waiting for Danny Casey 

●​ Sophie secretly goes to the canal, the place she imagined Danny Casey would 
meet her. 

●​ She sits on a bench beneath a solitary elm, waiting with growing anticipation. 
●​ As time passes, doubt creeps in. She struggles to reconcile reality with her 

illusion. 
●​ She imagines him appearing, speaking to her, making her feel special. 
●​ But he never comes, and deep down, she knew he never would. 

 

Themes in the Story 

1.​ Adolescent Fantasies and Hero Worship 
○​ Sophie’s daydreams reflect the aspirations of young people who long for 

a better life. 
○​ Her obsession with Danny Casey symbolizes the desire to escape the 

ordinary. 
2.​ Reality vs. Imagination 

○​ Sophie’s life is mundane and predictable, so she creates an illusion to 
escape her limitations. 

○​ However, her dreams ultimately collapse when faced with reality. 
3.​ Social Class and Limited Opportunities 

○​ The story portrays working-class struggles, where ambitions are often 
crushed by financial limitations. 
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○​ Jansie represents practicality, while Sophie represents the desire to break 
free. 

4.​ Desire for Recognition and Affection 
○​ Sophie wants admiration and validation, whether from her brother, father, 

or society. 
○​ She wants to be seen as special, which fuels her fantasy of meeting 

Danny Casey. Thus, "Going Places" is a poignant story about youthful 
dreams, the harshness of reality, and the power of self-deception. 
Sophie’s fantasy world provides temporary happiness, but it ultimately 
leaves her alone and disappointed. The story highlights the universal 
struggle of young people trying to balance dreams with reality, and how 
hero worship, and a desire to escape can transform into something much 
more serious, thereby making it a deep narrative. 
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"The Third Level" by Jack Finney 

"The Third Level" is a psychological and fantasy-based story that explores the theme of time 
travel, escapism, and the human longing for a simpler past. The protagonist, Charley, 
discovers a mysterious third level at Grand Central Station, New York, which he believes is 
a gateway to the year 1894. The story raises questions about whether this discovery is real 
or a figment of Charley’s imagination, adding an element of psychological depth and 
suspense. 

 

Charley’s Discovery of the Third Level 

●​ The story begins with Charley claiming that although the New York Central and 
New York, New Haven, and Hartford railroads insist there are only two levels at 
Grand Central Station, he knows there is a third. 

●​ One night, while rushing home, Charley enters what he thinks is the subway 
passageway, but gets lost in a maze of corridors at Grand Central. 

●​ He finds himself in a strange passageway that seems different, sloping downward. 
The corridor leads to a small, dimly lit station with an old-fashioned appearance. 

●​ Charley soon realizes that he has stumbled upon a hidden, mysterious third level. 

 

The Strange Features of the Third Level 

●​ Charley notices that everything in the third level looks old-fashioned: 
○​ The lights are dim gaslights, instead of modern electric lamps. 
○​ The information booth is made of wood, unlike the ones in the present-day 

station. 
○​ The men around him wear old-fashioned derby hats, vests, and handlebar 

mustaches. 
○​ The women wear dresses with leg-of-mutton sleeves, typical of the 1890s 

fashion. 
○​ He sees a small steam locomotive with a funnel-shaped stack, which he 

identifies as a Currier & Ives train (a famous American printing company 
known for images of the 19th century). 

●​ To confirm the time period, Charley picks up a newspaper from a nearby newsboy, 
which turns out to be The World, a newspaper that ceased publication long ago. 

●​ The lead article mentions President Grover Cleveland, confirming that the date is 
June 11, 1894. 

 

Charley’s Desire to Escape to the Past 

●​ Upon realizing he is in the year 1894, Charley decides to take advantage of the 
situation. 
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●​ He rushes to the ticket counter and asks for two tickets to Galesburg, Illinois for 
himself and his wife, Louisa. 

●​ Galesburg, in 1894, represents a peaceful and idyllic past—before the world wars, 
economic depressions, and modern-day anxieties. 

●​ He imagines a world where people sit on their lawns on summer evenings, 
smoking cigars and waving palm-leaf fans, enjoying a quiet and worry-free life. 

 

Charley’s Plan Fails 

●​ As he is about to buy the tickets, Charley hands the clerk modern currency. 
●​ The clerk looks at the money suspiciously, realizing that the bills are unlike those 

used in 1894. 
●​ He accuses Charley of trying to cheat him and threatens to call the police. 
●​ Panicked, Charley rushes out of the station and finds himself back in the 

present-day Grand Central Station. 
●​ He tries to find the third level again but never succeeds. 

 

Charley’s Consultation with a Psychiatrist 

●​ Confused by his experience, Charley consults his friend, Sam Weiner, a 
psychiatrist. 

●​ Sam dismisses Charley’s claims, stating that the third level is merely a product of 
his imagination. 

●​ According to Sam, Charley is under severe psychological stress, and his mind has 
created an imaginary world as an escape from reality. 

●​ He calls it "waking-dream wish fulfillment", meaning that Charley subconsciously 
longs for a simpler time and has hallucinated the third level as a result. 

●​ He even links Charley’s stamp collection to his escapism, saying that hobbies 
like stamp collecting offer people a temporary refuge from reality. 

 

The Mystery of Sam Weiner’s Disappearance 

●​ Charley continues to obsess over the third level and tries to find it again, but 
without success. 

●​ Then, something unexpected happens—his friend Sam Weiner disappears. 
●​ A few days later, Charley finds an old first-day cover (an envelope with a 

postmark from its first day of issue) in his collection. 
●​ Inside is a letter dated July 18, 1894, from Sam Weiner. 
●​ The letter says that Sam has found the third level and is now living in Galesburg, 

1894. 
●​ He advises Charley and Louisa to keep looking for the third level so they can join 

him. 
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Themes in the Story 

1. Escapism and Psychological Reality 

●​ The story suggests that the pressures of modern life drive people to seek escape 
in fantasies. 

●​ Charley yearns for a peaceful, simpler past, and his mind creates the third level 
as a coping mechanism. 

2. Time Travel and Parallel Worlds 

●​ The story plays with the concept of time travel, where the third level acts as a 
gateway to 1894. 

●​ However, whether this is real or an illusion remains uncertain. 

3. Contrast Between Past and Present 

●​ Charley describes the modern world as filled with war, fear, and insecurity, while 
1894 represents peace and contentment. 

●​ This contrast highlights nostalgia for the past and dissatisfaction with the present. 

4. Blurring of Reality and Imagination 

●​ Charley firmly believes in the existence of the third level, while others insist it is a 
delusion. 

●​ The discovery of Sam’s letter from 1894 complicates the mystery, leaving the 
reader questioning what is real and what is imagined. 

 

Conclusion: Is the Third Level Real or Imaginary? 

●​ The ending of the story remains ambiguous narratively, but of course, the Third 
Level is a figment of imagination. 

●​ While Charley’s psychiatrist insists that the third level is a product of his 
imagination, Sam’s letter suggests otherwise, but we can interpret that it is simply 
Charley’s mental health acting up. Watch GrandAcad lectures for more details on 
YouTube. 
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"The Tiger King" by Kalki 

"The Tiger King" is a satirical short story that criticizes blind superstition, arrogance, and 
the abuse of power by rulers. The protagonist, Jilani Jung Jung Bahadur, the Maharaja 
of Pratibandapuram, earns the title "Tiger King" due to his obsession with killing tigers. 
The story follows his paranoia over a prophecy about his death and his desperate 
attempts to outsmart fate, which ironically lead to his downfall. 

 

The Prophecy of the Tiger King’s Death 

●​ When the prince of Pratibandapuram is born, royal astrologers predict that he will 
die one day. 

●​ However, they specifically mention that his death will be caused by a tiger. 
●​ Strangely, the ten-day-old infant speaks, asking the astrologers to reveal how he 

will die. 
●​ The astrologers are shocked, but they declare that the prince will grow up to be 

powerful—yet he must beware of the hundredth tiger. 

 

The Tiger King’s Early Life and Ascension to the Throne 

●​ The prince is raised in luxury, taught by British tutors, and grows into a brave and 
arrogant king. 

●​ When he hears about the prophecy again, he decides to challenge fate. 
●​ He declares: "Let tigers beware!" and begins hunting tigers to prove the 

prophecy wrong. 

 

The Maharaja's Obsession with Killing Tigers 

●​ As soon as he becomes king, the Maharaja issues an order that only he can hunt 
tigers in his kingdom. 

●​ If anyone else kills a tiger, their wealth will be confiscated. 
●​ He hunts tigers ruthlessly and quickly kills seventy tigers. 

 

Conflict with the British Officer 

●​ A high-ranking British officer visits the kingdom, wanting to hunt tigers or at 
least be photographed with a dead tiger. 

●​ The Maharaja refuses to allow it, fearing that his tiger-hunting privilege will be 
taken away. 

●​ However, he worries about offending the British, which could cost him his throne. 
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●​ To avoid conflict, he bribes the officer’s wife with fifty expensive diamond rings 
worth three lakh rupees. 

●​ The queen keeps all the rings, and the British officer is pleased, saving the 
Maharaja’s throne. 

 

The Search for More Tigers 

●​ After ten years, the Maharaja successfully kills seventy tigers, but soon runs out of 
tigers in his kingdom. 

●​ Desperate to complete his hunt, he marries a princess from a different 
kingdom—one that has tigers. 

●​ Every time he visits his in-laws, he kills five or six tigers, bringing his total to 
ninety-nine. 

 

The Missing Hundredth Tiger 

●​ The Maharaja is desperate to kill the last tiger, but no more tigers remain. 
●​ Fearing the prophecy, he orders his ministers to find a tiger immediately. 
●​ The Dewan (Prime Minister), afraid of the king’s anger, arranges for an old tiger 

from a circus to be placed in the forest. 
●​ The Maharaja unknowingly shoots the weak tiger, but the bullet only grazes it. 
●​ The soldiers, fearing the king’s wrath, secretly kill the tiger and report that he 

has completed his hunt. 
●​ Believing he has defeated fate, the Maharaja relaxes. 

 

Irony: The Maharaja’s Death 

●​ To celebrate the birth of his son, the Maharaja buys a wooden toy tiger as a 
gift. 

●​ The toy tiger has a rough, sharp edge, which accidentally pricks his hand. 
●​ The small wound becomes infected, leading to a severe infection and the Tiger 

King’s death. 
●​ Ironically, he is not killed by a real tiger, but by a toy tiger—his hundredth tiger 

in a symbolic way. 
●​ This fulfills the prophecy in an unexpected manner. 

 
 
Themes in the Story 

1. Fate vs. Free Will 
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●​ The Maharaja tries to challenge fate, but destiny finds a way to fulfill the 
prophecy. 

2. Satire on Superstition and Arrogance 

●​ The story mocks blind faith in astrology and the foolish arrogance of kings. 
●​ Despite his power, the Tiger King cannot escape his fate. 

3. Abuse of Power 

●​ The Maharaja misuses his authority, banning others from hunting and forcing 
villagers to comply with his wishes. 

4. Irony 

●​ The king’s obsessive tiger hunt ends in his ironic death from a toy tiger. 
●​ He thinks he has outwitted the astrologer, but the prophecy wins in the end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Journey to the End of the Earth” by Tishani Doshi 
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"Journey to the End of the Earth" is an essay by Tishani Doshi, where she recounts her trip 
to Antarctica, exploring the wonders of the place, its geological significance, and 
human impact. The essay delves into the climate change crisis while reflecting on the 
history and importance of Antarctica in understanding the planet's past, present, and 
future. 

 

The Journey to Antarctica 

●​ The essay begins with Tishani Doshi recounting her journey to Antarctica, aboard 
the Russian research vessel, Akademik Shokalskiy. 

●​ She mentions that the trip began from Madras, crossing multiple time zones, bodies 
of water, and ecosystems. 

●​ Antarctica, known as the coldest, driest, and windiest continent, provides a 
sense of relief and awe when she first sees the expansive white landscape. 

●​ Doshi is struck by the immensity and isolation of Antarctica, reflecting on how it 
used to be part of the supercontinent Gondwana. 

 

Geological Significance of Antarctica 

●​ The author explores the geological history of Antarctica, mentioning that 650 
million years ago, Antarctica was part of a giant supercontinent, Gondwana. 

●​ The climate during that time was much warmer, with flora and fauna thriving. 
●​ Doshi explains that over millions of years, the continents broke apart, and 

Antarctica drifted south, becoming isolated and frozen. 
●​ She reflects on the past and future of the Earth, particularly how India once 

connected to Antarctica and how the landmasses have shaped the current state 
of the world. 

 

Impact of Climate Change 

●​ Doshi emphasizes that Antarctica plays a crucial role in understanding climate 
change, with its ice cores containing carbon records that date back hundreds of 
thousands of years. 

●​ She discusses the rising global temperatures and the melting of ice, which has 
profound implications for the global ecosystem. 

●​ Doshi warns that the depletion of the ozone layer and the melting of the West 
Antarctic Ice Sheet could lead to catastrophic consequences for the planet's 
climate. 

●​ She talks about phytoplankton, the microscopic plants that form the base of the 
Antarctic food chain and how their decline could have disastrous effects on 
marine life. 
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Antarctica’s Role in the Future 

●​ The essay highlights how Antarctica can offer insights into the Earth's past, 
present, and future. 

●​ Doshi describes how Antarctica holds the key to understanding global warming, 
noting that scientists are studying ice cores from the continent to analyze carbon 
records. 

●​ She reflects on the human responsibility to act against climate change, given the 
clear evidence seen in the retreating glaciers and collapsing ice shelves. 

 

The Educational Programme – Students on Ice 

●​ The author mentions the Students on Ice program, which takes high school 
students to Antarctica, providing them with life-changing educational experiences. 

●​ The program helps students understand the importance of the environment and 
fosters a new sense of respect for the planet. 

●​ Doshi explains that visiting Antarctica is transformative, as the place itself makes 
people more aware of the climate crisis and the urgency of addressing global 
warming. 

 

Human Impact and Personal Reflection 

●​ Doshi reflects on how human civilization has affected the planet, particularly 
through the burning of fossil fuels and industrialization, which have contributed to 
global warming. 

●​ She connects Antarctica’s pristine environment to the human tendency to 
pollute and destroy the natural world. 

●​ She calls for a rethink of our relationship with the planet, urging the younger 
generation to embrace environmental responsibility and take action before it’s 
too late. 

 

Conclusion 

●​ In conclusion, Doshi stresses the importance of Antarctica in understanding the 
Earth’s past, its significance in combating climate change, and the urgency of 
preserving the planet for future generations. 

●​ The essay offers a poignant reflection on the fragility of the environment, 
warning that if current trends continue, the world will face irreversible 
consequences. 
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●​ She emphasizes that Antarctica, with its breathtaking beauty and unique role in 
Earth's history, calls for preservation and respect, highlighting its importance in 
the global fight against climate change. 

 

Themes in the Story 

1.​ Environmental Responsibility 
○​ The essay underscores the importance of preserving natural ecosystems 

and acting responsibly to combat climate change. 
2.​ Human Impact on Nature 

○​ The text points to human civilization’s disregard for nature, leading to 
pollution, global warming, and habitat destruction. 

3.​ The Past, Present, and Future of Earth 
○​ Doshi links Antarctica’s geological history to the current climate crisis, 

emphasizing the need for action to prevent future environmental disasters. 
4.​ Education and Awareness 

○​ The essay highlights the role of education in fostering awareness about the 
importance of preserving the planet and the need for active 
environmental advocacy. 

"Journey to the End of the Earth" is an exploration of Antarctica’s significance in 
understanding global climate issues. Tishani Doshi uses her personal journey to the icy 
continent as a metaphor for the urgent need to address environmental challenges, 
combining scientific insight with personal reflection, urging readers to recognise their 
role in protecting the Earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Enemy" by Pearl S. Buck 
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"The Enemy" is a deeply thought-provoking short story set in Japan during World War II, 
written by Pearl S. Buck. It explores the moral conflict of Dr. Sadao Hoki, a Japanese 
surgeon, who is forced to choose between his patriotic duty to Japan and his 
professional and moral responsibility as a doctor. When he shelters and treats a 
wounded American prisoner of war (POW), Sadao faces intense internal and external 
pressures, making the story a powerful commentary on humanity, war, and ethics. 

 

Introduction to Dr. Sadao Hoki 

●​ Dr. Sadao Hoki was a highly skilled Japanese surgeon and scientist, trained in 
America. 

●​ His father was a strict nationalist, who believed Japan had a great future and 
wanted Sadao to become a great doctor. 

●​ Following his father’s wishes, Sadao was sent to America at the age of 22 to study 
medicine. 

●​ He returned to Japan at the age of 30, becoming both a surgeon and a scientist. 
●​ Because of his importance in Japan’s medical field, he was not sent to the 

battlefield but was kept in Japan to continue his work in medical research. 
●​ He was also retained in Japan to operate on the General if necessary, as the 

General suffered from a life-threatening medical condition. 

 

Dr. Sadao’s Personal Life 

●​ Dr. Sadao had met his wife, Hana, in America, but he did not fall in love with her 
until he was certain she was purely Japanese, as his father would not have 
approved of a foreigner as his wife. 

●​ Their marriage was arranged in a traditional Japanese manner, although they had 
already decided to be together. 

●​ They had two children and lived in a beautiful house by the sea in Japan. 

 

The Discovery of the Wounded American Soldier 

●​ One evening, Dr. Sadao and Hana were standing on their veranda, watching the 
mist rise from the ocean. 

●​ Suddenly, they saw something moving in the distance—a man struggling to 
crawl onto the shore. 

●​ When they approached, they found that the man was severely injured, with a deep 
wound on his lower back. 

●​ Upon turning him over, they realized that he was a white man with blond hair. 
●​ Hana whispered in shock: "A white man!" 
●​ Further examination revealed that the man was an escaped American prisoner of 

war (POW), a sailor from the U.S. Navy. 
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The Moral Dilemma 

Dr. Sadao and Hana faced a serious moral and ethical conflict: 

1.​ As Japanese citizens, they were expected to turn the enemy over to the 
authorities, which would result in his execution. 

2.​ As a doctor, Sadao had sworn an oath to save lives, regardless of nationality or 
politics. 

3.​ If they sheltered him, they could be accused of treason, endangering their own 
lives and their children's future. 

●​ Initially, they consider leaving the soldier to die, but their conscience does not 
allow it. 

●​ Sadao instinctively starts treating the wound, despite knowing the risks. 

 

Hiding the American Soldier and Treating Him 

●​ Sadao carries the wounded man into their home, placing him in a spare room. 
●​ He performs surgery, successfully removing the bullet from the soldier’s back. 
●​ Hana is extremely disturbed and anxious, afraid that if the servants discover the 

truth, they might report them to the authorities. 
●​ The servants strongly oppose helping the enemy: 

○​ Yumi, the maid, refuses to wash the American soldier, claiming that she 
had never "washed a white man" before. 

○​ The old gardener believes that letting the enemy live is against the laws 
of nature and will bring misfortune to them. 

●​ Eventually, the servants leave the house in protest, increasing Hana’s fear. 

 

The General’s Role and Sadao’s Decision 

●​ Dr. Sadao understands that he cannot keep the American soldier hidden forever, 
so he decides to inform the General. 

●​ The General is sick and dependent on Sadao’s medical expertise, as he may 
require surgery soon. 

●​ When Sadao informs the General about the situation, he offers a solution: 
○​ The General will send trained assassins to kill the soldier silently and 

dispose of his body. 
○​ He instructs Sadao to go to sleep and forget about the problem, assuring 

him that the matter will be handled discreetly. 

 

The Assassins Never Arrive: Sadao’s Restlessness 
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●​ Sadao waits for several nights, expecting the assassins to come and eliminate 
the American. 

●​ However, no one comes, as the General forgets about the matter due to his poor 
health. 

●​ Sadao starts to feel conflicted and guilty, realizing that he does not want the 
soldier to die. 

●​ He decides that he must take matters into his own hands. 

 

Sadao’s Secret Plan: Helping the Soldier Escape 

●​ Sadao secretly helps the American escape, rather than letting him be killed. 
●​ He provides him with: 

○​ A boat 
○​ Extra food 
○​ A flashlight 
○​ Instructions to wait on an uninhabited island for a U.S. ship. 

●​ He instructs the soldier to flash the light twice in the evening if he needs more 
food, but never signal in the daylight. 

 

Sadao’s Relief and the General’s Reaction 

●​ The next morning, there is no signal from the island, meaning the soldier has 
successfully escaped. 

●​ Sadao feels relieved, knowing he followed his conscience as a doctor. 
●​ When Sadao tells the General that he no longer needs to send assassins, the 

General admits that he had forgotten about the whole plan. 
●​ The General thanks Sadao for solving the problem on his own, emphasizing that 

he would not have let Sadao be arrested, as he needed him for medical treatment. 

 

Dr. Sadao’s Final Reflection 

●​ As Sadao stands on the veranda, he reflects on why he did not kill the soldier 
himself when he had the chance. 

●​ He realizes that his medical training and morals prevented him from taking a 
life. 

●​ The story ends with Sadao feeling a sense of relief, yet also a lingering realization 
of the cruelty of war and human conflict. 

 

Themes in the Story 
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1. Humanity vs. Patriotism 

●​ Sadao’s duty as a doctor clashes with his duty as a Japanese citizen. 
●​ His compassion and ethics triumph over blind nationalism. 

2. War and Its Impact on Morality 

●​ The story highlights how war forces individuals to make cruel choices, turning 
humans against each other. 

3. Racism and Prejudice 

●​ The servants’ reaction shows how prejudices create barriers between people. 
●​ They refuse to help simply because the soldier is white and an American. 

4. Power and Hypocrisy 

●​ The General represents power and corruption, as he is more concerned about his 
own survival than about the war or patriotism. 

5. The Conflict Between Duty and Conscience 

●​ Sadao, despite being raised to be loyal to Japan, chooses compassion over duty, 
proving that true humanity lies beyond political boundaries. 

"The Enemy" is a powerful anti-war story that questions blind nationalism and war 
ethics. Dr. Sadao’s internal conflict showcases the complexity of human nature, where 
duty, morality, and emotions often contradict each other. The story leaves a profound 
impact, urging readers to consider what it truly means to be human in times of war and 
conflict. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"On the Face of It" by Susan Hill 
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"On the Face of It" is a one-act play by Susan Hill that explores prejudice, loneliness, 
and the human need for acceptance. The story revolves around Derry, a young boy with a 
severely burned face, and Mr. Lamb, an elderly man with a tin leg. Their unexpected 
friendship highlights the importance of self-acceptance, optimism, and overcoming 
societal rejection. 

 

Introduction to the Characters 

1. Derry – The Teenage Boy with a Burnt Face 

●​ Derry is a 14-year-old boy who suffers from a severe facial disfigurement caused 
by acid burns. 

●​ He is introverted, bitter, and withdrawn due to the constant discrimination and 
pity he faces. 

●​ He believes that people only see his scars and not his true self. 

2. Mr. Lamb – The Optimistic Elderly Man 

●​ Mr. Lamb is an old man who has a tin (artificial) leg, having lost his real leg in a 
war. 

●​ Unlike Derry, he is positive, welcoming, and full of life. 
●​ He enjoys sitting in his garden, reading books, and interacting with strangers. 
●​ Despite his physical disability, he does not let it define him. 

 

Derry’s Entry into Mr. Lamb’s Garden 

●​ The play begins with Derry sneaking into Mr. Lamb’s garden, assuming it is an 
abandoned place. 

●​ Mr. Lamb startles Derry by greeting him and warning him to "mind the apples", as 
the ground is covered with fallen apples. 

●​ Derry is initially defensive, thinking Mr. Lamb might scold him for trespassing. 

 

Mr. Lamb’s Warmth and Derry’s Hesitation 

●​ Mr. Lamb assures Derry that he is always welcome, as his garden gate is always 
open. 

●​ Derry is unaccustomed to such kindness and remains suspicious. 
●​ He tells Mr. Lamb that people are afraid of him because of his face. 

 

Derry’s Struggles with Society’s Perception 
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●​ Derry shares his pain, explaining how people pity him or find him ugly. 
●​ He recalls a woman at a bus stop saying:​

 "That’s a face only a mother could love." 
●​ He hates that people look at him differently, pretending to act normal while 

secretly feeling disgusted. 

 

Mr. Lamb’s Philosophical Perspective 

●​ Mr. Lamb rejects Derry’s negative outlook, telling him that​
 "It’s not about how you look but about who you are inside." 

●​ He compares life to a garden, saying that just as people label plants as ‘weeds’ 
or ‘flowers’, society unfairly labels people as ‘normal’ or ‘ugly’. 

●​ He believes that all life is valuable, regardless of appearance. 

 

Derry’s Self-Doubt and Fear 

●​ Derry insists that his life is ruined, as he will always be seen as different. 
●​ He believes that he will never be loved or accepted, and that he must hide from 

the world. 
●​ He envies Mr. Lamb, who can cover his disability by wearing trousers, while 

Derry’s scars are permanently visible. 

 

Mr. Lamb’s Inspiring Stories 

●​ Mr. Lamb tells Derry about a man who locked himself inside his room out of fear 
of the world. 

●​ Ironically, he was killed when a picture fell on his head. 
●​ Through this story, Mr. Lamb emphasizes that fear of society is pointless—life 

must be lived fully, despite difficulties. 

 

Derry’s Transformation – Finding Hope 

●​ Mr. Lamb’s words have a deep impact on Derry, making him realize that he 
should not isolate himself. 

●​ He expresses a desire to change his mindset and start seeing possibilities 
instead of limitations. 

●​ When Derry hears that Mr. Lamb lives alone, with no family or visitors, he feels a 
connection with him. 
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Derry Decides to Return Home and Come Back 

●​ Mr. Lamb encourages Derry to go home and assure his mother that he will be 
fine. 

●​ Derry, for the first time, feels motivated to fight against his fears. 
●​ He promises to return to Mr. Lamb’s garden, eager to hear more of his wisdom 

and positive outlook on life. 

 

The Tragic Ending 

●​ Derry rushes home, but his mother tries to stop him from going back. 
●​ Defying her, he runs back to Mr. Lamb’s garden, full of new hope. 
●​ However, upon arriving, he finds that Mr. Lamb has climbed a ladder to pick 

apples but has fallen and died. 
●​ Derry is devastated, realizing that he has lost the only person who truly 

understood him. 
●​ The play ends with Derry standing still, deeply affected by Mr. Lamb’s teachings 

and tragic death. 

 

Themes in the Story 

1. Appearance vs. Reality 

●​ Society judges Derry based on his burned face, but Mr. Lamb teaches him that true 
worth is internal, not external. 

2. Loneliness and Isolation 

●​ Both Derry and Mr. Lamb are isolated, but Mr. Lamb chooses to live happily, while 
Derry struggles with self-acceptance. 

3. The Power of Positive Thinking 

●​ Mr. Lamb proves that one’s mindset can change life’s outlook—he enjoys small 
things, despite his disability. 

4. Fear of Rejection 

●​ Derry’s fear of being judged holds him back, but Mr. Lamb inspires him to 
embrace life despite challenges. 

5. Impact of Encouragement 

●​ Mr. Lamb’s acceptance and kindness help Derry begin to see himself in a new 
light. 
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Symbols in the Story 

1. The Garden 

●​ Represents life and choices—some see "weeds" as useless, while others see them 
as valuable plants. 

2. The Open Gate 

●​ Symbolizes opportunity and acceptance, unlike society, which often shuts doors 
on people like Derry. 

3. Mr. Lamb’s Tin Leg 

●​ A symbol of resilience—it shows that disabilities do not define a person. 

4. The Apples 

●​ Represent life’s small joys, which Mr. Lamb appreciates but Derry has yet to learn 
to enjoy. 

"On the Face of It" is a touching, emotional play that encourages self-acceptance and 
positivity. Mr. Lamb’s kindness transforms Derry’s outlook on life, teaching him that he 
is much more than his appearance. The story leaves a lasting impact, reminding us that 
every person deserves to be valued beyond their physical imperfections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Memories of Childhood" by Zitkala-Sa and Bama 
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"Memories of Childhood" is a two-part autobiographical account that highlights the 
discrimination and oppression faced by marginalized communities. 

●​ The first part, "The Cutting of My Long Hair", is written by Zitkala-Sa, a Native 
American woman who recounts her painful experience of being forced to 
assimilate into white culture at a boarding school. 

●​ The second part, "We Too Are Human Beings", is written by Bama, a Tamil Dalit 
writer, who narrates her childhood experience with caste discrimination in India. 

Both accounts reveal how young children become aware of social injustice and the 
desire to resist discrimination. 

 

Part 1: "The Cutting of My Long Hair" by Zitkala-Sa 

Background of Zitkala-Sa 

●​ Zitkala-Sa was born in 1876 as a Native American (Sioux tribe). 
●​ She was sent to a boarding school run by white missionaries, where Native 

American children were forced to abandon their culture and adopt 
White/European customs. 

●​ Her experience reflects the forced assimilation policies of the U.S. government, 
which aimed to "civilise" indigenous people by erasing their traditions. 

 

Arrival at the Boarding School 

●​ Zitkala-Sa arrives at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School, known as the "Land of 
Apples". 

●​ She finds everything strange and uncomfortable: 
○​ The cold weather and snow-covered land make her feel unwelcome. 
○​ The loud bell, the harsh voices, and the rigid discipline frighten her. 

●​ She longs for her mother and her free life in the tribal community. 

 

Cultural Oppression: The Hair-Cutting Incident 

●​ Zitkala-Sa soon learns from her friend Judewin that the school authorities cut off 
the long hair of Native American children. 

●​ Among the Sioux, only cowards and prisoners had their hair shingled. 
●​ Refusing to submit, she hides under a bed, but the white authorities drag her out 

and forcibly cut her hair. 
●​ She feels humiliated and dehumanized, realizing that her heritage is being 

stripped away. 
●​ This traumatic event marks her first experience with racism and oppression. 

                       Prepared by GrandAcad - grandacad.com  | 9811821793 
 

http://youtube.com/grandacad
http://grandacad.com


G
ra
nd
A
ca
d

Click Here for our Videos for English – Channel Name: GrandAcad 

 

Themes in Zitkala-Sa’s Story 

1. Forced Assimilation and Cultural Erasure 

●​ Native American children were forcibly removed from their families and forced to 
adopt European customs. 

2. Resistance Against Oppression 

●​ Zitkala-Sa fights back, showing the spirit of defiance in marginalized 
communities. 

3. Psychological Impact of Discrimination 

●​ The hair-cutting symbolizes her loss of identity, leaving her feeling powerless 
and humiliated. 

 

Part 2: "We Too Are Human Beings" by Bama 

Background of Bama 

●​ Bama is a Tamil Dalit woman who faced caste-based discrimination in India. 
●​ She narrates her childhood experience of realizing caste inequalities and her 

journey toward self-awareness. 

 

Bama’s Innocent Childhood and the Harsh Reality of Caste 
Discrimination 

●​ As a young girl, Bama enjoys walking home from school slowly, observing the 
lively street scenes.​
 

●​ She finds simple joys in:​
 

○​ Watching a monkey show and snake charmers. 
○​ Seeing the temple celebrations and bazaar stalls. 
○​ Observing a street performer balancing on a bicycle for three days. 

●​ One day, she sees an elder from her community carrying food to the landlord in 
a humiliating manner:​
 

○​ The man holds the food packet by its string, not touching it directly. 
○​ The upper-caste landlord eats the food but does not allow Dalits to 

touch it. 
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Realization of Caste Oppression 

●​ Bama laughs at the sight of the man carrying food so awkwardly, thinking it is a 
joke. 

●​ However, when she tells her brother Annan, he explains that: 
○​ Dalits are treated as untouchables and not allowed to touch food meant 

for upper castes. 
○​ This is not funny, but a serious form of discrimination. 

●​ Bama feels angry and deeply insulted, realizing that she and her community are 
treated as inferior. 

 

Education as a Path to Freedom 

●​ Annan advises Bama to study hard, saying that education is the only way to 
gain respect and overcome oppression. 

●​ Bama takes his advice seriously and becomes a top student in her class. 
●​ She decides to fight against caste discrimination through education and 

writing. 

 

Themes in Bama’s Story 

1. Caste Discrimination 

●​ Dalits were treated as untouchables, denied basic rights, and forced to accept 
humiliating traditions. 

2. Loss of Childhood Innocence 

●​ Bama initially finds caste customs amusing, but soon realizes they are 
oppressive and degrading. 

3. The Power of Education 

●​ Unlike Zitkala-Sa, who loses her cultural identity due to education, Bama uses 
education as a tool to fight caste oppression. 

 

Common Themes in Both Stories 

1. Social Discrimination 
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●​ Zitkala-Sa faces racial oppression, while Bama experiences caste-based 
oppression. 

2. Impact of Prejudice on Children 

●​ Both authors narrate how childhood innocence is shattered by harsh realities. 

3. Resistance and Awareness 

●​ Both realize the injustices they face and seek to resist them. 
●​ Zitkala-Sa fights against forced assimilation, while Bama fights against caste 

discrimination through education. 

"Memories of Childhood" is a powerful critique of discrimination in different societies. 

●​ Zitkala-Sa’s story exposes the cruelty of forced assimilation of Native Americans. 
●​ Bama’s story highlights caste discrimination in India. Both accounts emphasise 

the psychological impact of social injustice on children and the importance of 
self-awareness and resistance in overcoming discrimination. 
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Flamingo (Poetry) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short Summaries of the Poems 

(Revise using GrandAcad Videos on YouTube - short & crisp, contain Poetic 
Devices and Keywords. Search for GrandAcad lectures for this on YouTube. It 
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is very important to cover poems in a line-by-line manner, hence the 
recommendation) 
 

1. “My Mother at Sixty-six” (Kamala Das) 

This poem reflects the poet’s deep concern for her aging mother. As she 
watches her mother dozing in the car, the poet is struck by the realization of 
mortality. She compares her mother’s pale face to a corpse and a late 
winter’s moon, symbolizing fragility. To distract herself from the painful 
thought of losing her, she looks at young trees and children playing, which 
symbolize youth and vitality. At the airport, she smiles repeatedly to hide 
her fear of separation, expressing love, concern, and helplessness 
against time. 

 

2. A Thing of Beauty (John Keats) 

This poem, an excerpt from Endymion, emphasizes that beautiful things 
provide eternal joy and comfort. They never fade but continue to nourish 
our souls, giving us hope amid life’s troubles. Nature’s beauty—like the 
sun, moon, trees, and flowers—uplifts human spirits. Even stories of 
great heroes inspire us. Keats describes beauty as an "endless fountain of 
joy" flowing from heaven, helping us overcome pain and despair. 

 

3. A Roadside Stand (Robert Frost) 

The poem highlights the struggles of rural people who try to sell goods in a 
roadside stand, hoping for support from city travelers. However, passing cars 
ignore them or complain about the stand ruining the scenic view. The 
poet critiques the false promises of political leaders, who claim to uplift the 
poor but actually exploit them. The villagers long for a better life but remain 
disappointed. Frost expresses deep sympathy for their suffering and 
questions social inequality. 

 
 
 
4. Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers (Adrienne Rich) 

                       Prepared by GrandAcad - grandacad.com  | 9811821793 
 

http://youtube.com/grandacad
http://grandacad.com


G
ra
nd
A
ca
d

Click Here for our Videos for English – Channel Name: GrandAcad 

This poem explores women’s oppression in marriage. Aunt Jennifer, 
burdened by patriarchal restrictions, embroiders tigers that are fearless 
and free—a contrast to her own fearful and submissive life. Her fluttering 
hands struggle with the heavy wedding band, symbolizing male 
dominance. Even after her death, she remains "ringed" by ordeals, while 
the tigers continue to prance boldly, symbolizing her unfulfilled desires 
and longing for freedom. 

 

5. Keeping Quiet (Pablo Neruda) 

This poem reflects on the value of silence, stillness, and introspection in a 
restless world. Neruda urges humanity to “count to twelve and keep still,” 
pausing all activity to reflect on our actions and reconnect with ourselves and 
nature. This moment of quiet would not signify death or inactivity—“not a 
total inactivity”—but an opportunity to break cycles of violence, war, and 
exploitation, symbolized by fishermen harming whales and salt gatherers 
hurting their hands. Through this shared silence, humanity could gain 
self-awareness, mutual understanding, and harmony, as suggested by the 
metaphor of the Earth teaching us about life through quiet renewal. 
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       All the best champion 
💛 
Don’t forget to download our app [scan the QR code on the previous page or 
on this one], check out our YT and Instagram, and of course - the Pro Max 
English Course!  
 
 

 
 

     To join the course, click HERE or go to www.grandacad.com/courses  
or you can WhatsApp or Call Us on 9811821793 
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	Themes in the Chapter 
	"Going Places" by A.R. Barton 
	"Going Places" by A.R. Barton explores adolescence, dreams, aspirations, and the conflict between fantasy and reality. The protagonist, Sophie, is a teenage girl from a working-class background who often indulges in daydreams about a glamorous and exciting future. However, her impractical ambitions clash with her harsh reality, leading to self-deception and disappointment. 
	 
	Sophie’s Grand Aspirations 
	●​The story opens with Sophie and her friend, Jansie, walking home from school. 
	●​Sophie dreams of owning a boutique, becoming an actress, or a fashion designer—all jobs associated with glamour and success. 
	●​Jansie, in contrast, is practical and realistic. She reminds Sophie that their destiny is factory work after school, as their families cannot afford higher education. 
	●​However, Sophie refuses to accept reality, insisting that she will find a way to succeed. 
	 
	Sophie’s Family and Reality Check 
	●​Sophie’s father is a rough, hard-working man who provides for the family but has no patience for her fantasies. 
	●​Her younger brother, Derek, makes fun of her for dreaming beyond their means. 
	●​Her mother, burdened with household chores, remains passive and silent, embodying the struggles of a working-class woman. 
	●​Sophie longs for a different life, one where she is admired and respected. 
	 
	Sophie’s Fascination with Her Brother, Geoff 
	●​Sophie idolizes her older brother, Geoff, who is an apprentice mechanic. 
	●​Unlike the rest of the family, Geoff is quiet and mysterious, and Sophie believes he has access to a larger, more exciting world. 
	●​She imagines that Geoff knows exotic and sophisticated people—something she deeply desires for herself. 
	●​She longs to be a part of his secret life, hoping that one day he will take her along. 
	 
	The Fantasy of Meeting Danny Casey 
	●​Sophie creates a fantasy about meeting Danny Casey, a famous Irish football player. 
	●​She claims that she met him at the arcade, where they had a brief conversation. 
	●​According to her story, Danny promised to give her an autograph the next time they met. 
	●​She shares this with Geoff, hoping he will believe her. 
	Geoff’s Reaction 

	●​Geoff is skeptical but intrigued. He questions her about the meeting, testing if her story is real. 
	●​Sophie insists it happened, embellishing details to make it sound more convincing. 
	●​She desperately wants Geoff to believe her, as it would bring her closer to his world. 
	 
	Sophie’s Father Dismisses Her Story 
	●​When Geoff mentions Sophie’s meeting with Danny Casey at the dinner table, her father reacts with sarcasm and disbelief. 
	●​He refuses to entertain her imagination, reminding her of her habit of "talking herself into trouble". 
	●​Her father’s reaction is a harsh reminder of her limitations—she cannot escape her world through fantasy alone. 
	 
	Sophie’s Emotional Investment in the Fantasy 
	●​Despite Geoff’s doubts and her father’s mockery, Sophie clings to her illusion. 
	●​She tells her friend Jansie about her meeting with Danny Casey, but regrets it immediately when she realizes that Jansie might spread the news. 
	●​She wants to keep her fantasy sacred and special, shared only with Geoff. 
	 
	The Climactic Moment – Waiting for Danny Casey 
	●​Sophie secretly goes to the canal, the place she imagined Danny Casey would meet her. 
	●​She sits on a bench beneath a solitary elm, waiting with growing anticipation. 
	●​As time passes, doubt creeps in. She struggles to reconcile reality with her illusion. 
	●​She imagines him appearing, speaking to her, making her feel special. 
	●​But he never comes, and deep down, she knew he never would. 
	 
	Themes in the Story 
	1.​Adolescent Fantasies and Hero Worship 
	○​Sophie’s daydreams reflect the aspirations of young people who long for a better life. 
	○​Her obsession with Danny Casey symbolizes the desire to escape the ordinary. 
	2.​Reality vs. Imagination 
	○​Sophie’s life is mundane and predictable, so she creates an illusion to escape her limitations. 
	○​However, her dreams ultimately collapse when faced with reality. 
	3.​Social Class and Limited Opportunities 
	○​The story portrays working-class struggles, where ambitions are often crushed by financial limitations. 
	○​Jansie represents practicality, while Sophie represents the desire to break free. 
	4.​Desire for Recognition and Affection 
	○​Sophie wants admiration and validation, whether from her brother, father, or society. 
	○​She wants to be seen as special, which fuels her fantasy of meeting Danny Casey. Thus, "Going Places" is a poignant story about youthful dreams, the harshness of reality, and the power of self-deception. Sophie’s fantasy world provides temporary happiness, but it ultimately leaves her alone and disappointed. The story highlights the universal struggle of young people trying to balance dreams with reality, and how hero worship, and a desire to escape can transform into something much more serious, thereby making it a deep narrative. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	"The Third Level" by Jack Finney 
	"The Third Level" is a psychological and fantasy-based story that explores the theme of time travel, escapism, and the human longing for a simpler past. The protagonist, Charley, discovers a mysterious third level at Grand Central Station, New York, which he believes is a gateway to the year 1894. The story raises questions about whether this discovery is real or a figment of Charley’s imagination, adding an element of psychological depth and suspense. 
	 
	Charley’s Discovery of the Third Level 
	●​The story begins with Charley claiming that although the New York Central and New York, New Haven, and Hartford railroads insist there are only two levels at Grand Central Station, he knows there is a third. 
	●​One night, while rushing home, Charley enters what he thinks is the subway passageway, but gets lost in a maze of corridors at Grand Central. 
	●​He finds himself in a strange passageway that seems different, sloping downward. The corridor leads to a small, dimly lit station with an old-fashioned appearance. 
	●​Charley soon realizes that he has stumbled upon a hidden, mysterious third level. 
	 
	The Strange Features of the Third Level 
	●​Charley notices that everything in the third level looks old-fashioned: 
	○​The lights are dim gaslights, instead of modern electric lamps. 
	○​The information booth is made of wood, unlike the ones in the present-day station. 
	○​The men around him wear old-fashioned derby hats, vests, and handlebar mustaches. 
	○​The women wear dresses with leg-of-mutton sleeves, typical of the 1890s fashion. 
	○​He sees a small steam locomotive with a funnel-shaped stack, which he identifies as a Currier & Ives train (a famous American printing company known for images of the 19th century). 
	●​To confirm the time period, Charley picks up a newspaper from a nearby newsboy, which turns out to be The World, a newspaper that ceased publication long ago. 
	●​The lead article mentions President Grover Cleveland, confirming that the date is June 11, 1894. 
	 
	Charley’s Desire to Escape to the Past 
	●​Upon realizing he is in the year 1894, Charley decides to take advantage of the situation. 
	●​He rushes to the ticket counter and asks for two tickets to Galesburg, Illinois for himself and his wife, Louisa. 
	●​Galesburg, in 1894, represents a peaceful and idyllic past—before the world wars, economic depressions, and modern-day anxieties. 
	●​He imagines a world where people sit on their lawns on summer evenings, smoking cigars and waving palm-leaf fans, enjoying a quiet and worry-free life. 
	 
	Charley’s Plan Fails 
	●​As he is about to buy the tickets, Charley hands the clerk modern currency. 
	●​The clerk looks at the money suspiciously, realizing that the bills are unlike those used in 1894. 
	●​He accuses Charley of trying to cheat him and threatens to call the police. 
	●​Panicked, Charley rushes out of the station and finds himself back in the present-day Grand Central Station. 
	●​He tries to find the third level again but never succeeds. 
	 
	Charley’s Consultation with a Psychiatrist 
	●​Confused by his experience, Charley consults his friend, Sam Weiner, a psychiatrist. 
	●​Sam dismisses Charley’s claims, stating that the third level is merely a product of his imagination. 
	●​According to Sam, Charley is under severe psychological stress, and his mind has created an imaginary world as an escape from reality. 
	●​He calls it "waking-dream wish fulfillment", meaning that Charley subconsciously longs for a simpler time and has hallucinated the third level as a result. 
	●​He even links Charley’s stamp collection to his escapism, saying that hobbies like stamp collecting offer people a temporary refuge from reality. 
	 
	The Mystery of Sam Weiner’s Disappearance 
	●​Charley continues to obsess over the third level and tries to find it again, but without success. 
	●​Then, something unexpected happens—his friend Sam Weiner disappears. 
	●​A few days later, Charley finds an old first-day cover (an envelope with a postmark from its first day of issue) in his collection. 
	●​Inside is a letter dated July 18, 1894, from Sam Weiner. 
	●​The letter says that Sam has found the third level and is now living in Galesburg, 1894. 
	●​He advises Charley and Louisa to keep looking for the third level so they can join him. 
	 
	Themes in the Story 
	1. Escapism and Psychological Reality 

	●​The story suggests that the pressures of modern life drive people to seek escape in fantasies. 
	●​Charley yearns for a peaceful, simpler past, and his mind creates the third level as a coping mechanism. 
	2. Time Travel and Parallel Worlds 

	●​The story plays with the concept of time travel, where the third level acts as a gateway to 1894. 
	●​However, whether this is real or an illusion remains uncertain. 
	3. Contrast Between Past and Present 

	●​Charley describes the modern world as filled with war, fear, and insecurity, while 1894 represents peace and contentment. 
	●​This contrast highlights nostalgia for the past and dissatisfaction with the present. 
	4. Blurring of Reality and Imagination 

	●​Charley firmly believes in the existence of the third level, while others insist it is a delusion. 
	●​The discovery of Sam’s letter from 1894 complicates the mystery, leaving the reader questioning what is real and what is imagined. 
	 
	Conclusion: Is the Third Level Real or Imaginary? 
	●​The ending of the story remains ambiguous narratively, but of course, the Third Level is a figment of imagination. 
	●​While Charley’s psychiatrist insists that the third level is a product of his imagination, Sam’s letter suggests otherwise, but we can interpret that it is simply Charley’s mental health acting up. Watch GrandAcad lectures for more details on YouTube. 
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